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Preface 


The editor greets all readers with his second 
attempt in presenting the Year Book to you. He 
trusts he may in some degree at least. meet your 
expectations. 

We have endeavored to give in a general way. a 
view of our General Conference activities during the 
past year, a record of the work of the various 
Boards and Committees. A study of this record will 
indicate what progress has been made as well as 
an indication of what we may expect in the future. 

In the past year there have been a number of 
Church anniversaries, dedications of enlarged 
Church houses—an indication of growth and need 
for more room—dedications of new Church houses. 
We are unable to present sketches of all these 
Churches. Our Church papers have recorded all of 
them. We wish we could give pictures of all these 
new and enlarged Churches and also of the pastors. 
Limited space forbids doing this. One very prom- 
inent centennial anniversary was celebrated during 
the year. 


We have again given a prominent place to the 
work of our schools which is so very vital to the 
whole future of our Church. The list of our Schools, 
Hospitals and Homes indicates a healthy interest in 
this good and noble work in our Church. 

The messages from the Chairmen of our Peace 
organizations and Young People’s Union indicate 
a real sense of responsibility and a desire to do a 
truly worthwhile work. 


Our Mission Boards tell of the new workers being 
sent out into the Mission fields and of those wait- 
ing to be sent out. We have given space to short 
sketches of the four oldest missionaries in our fields 
at the time of writing. (Brother and Sister G. A. 


Linscheid will have retired from active service by 
the time this is printed). These are the oldest in 
point of years of active service. 

This year has seen the passing away of an un- 
usual number of our very prominent ministers, so 
more than usual space has been needed to give 
recognition to these. 

The report of our Field Secretary, Brother H. A. 
Fast, deserves much more than passing reading. 
It has real food for thought. 

We have again endeavored to have the lists of 
all ministers, organizations of the General Conference 
and the district conferences as accurate as pos- 
sible. Where there may be errors, be assured that 
they are entirely inadvertent. 

We regret that in some instances the statistics 
are not as complete and as up to-date as they should 
be. We feel that these should be as of the year 
1937. We recommend a careful study of these indi- 
cators of the growth, activity and liberality of our 
Churches. 


The editor regrets exceedingly that because of the 
limited number of pages there must necessarily be 
in the Year Book, he was compelled to prune some 
articles contributed very, very hard. Much that 
was very good. he was obliged to eliminate. It was 
difficult to do this. Some more articles would have 
been solicited, had it not been for limited space. 


Grateful, very grateful recognition must be given 
to the many who helped so much by their generous 
contributions and efforts to help bring out the 
Year Book. Without such help it would be an 
impossible task. To each one, a very hearty, I 
thank you. 


A. S. Bechtel. Editor, 
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A Prayer of Consecration 


O Divine Love who dost everlastingly wait 
outside the closed doors of the souls of men, 
knocking again and again, give us now the 
grace to throw open all the doors of our be- 
ing. Let every bar be drawn that has robbed 
our lives of air and light and grace. 

Give us open ears, O God, that we may 
hear Thy voice calling us to a higher way. 
Give us courage to answer Thy calls with a 
glad impatience to be about the Father’s 
work. As Thou lookest over the worshippers 


here this hour, we pray that Thou mayest 
hear the individual answers to Thy call for 
laborers in Thy vineyard. Give us open 
hearts and hands, O Lord, ready to share 
with all who are in want the blessings with 
which Thou hast enriched our lives. Give 
us open minds to recognize Thy call for 
obedience to Thy will. Help us to understand 
the Divine guidance in our lives, so we may 
serve as channels for the winning of men 
to Thy standard. We ask in Jesus’ Name. 


Special Days for 1939 


-New Year’s Day 
“'Lineoin’ s Birthday 
.Shrove Tuesday 


FaNvuary' D. opccscawedseasces 
February 12° <.isivas aacascncais- 
Febraury 21 ........ 

February 22 ........ "Ash "Wednesday (Lent begins) 
February 22 ......... ..Washington’s Birthday 
March 26 .......................... Passion Sunday 
ADI): 2). ge dag skGgarssugeasraa acennveaten, oPahn; “Sunday 
ADD, 2 oa sincetigcaessampetings dlagaesees» (2000 Phriday 
April 9: heh. nieddewsshoieal ssaseetc aster Sunday 
May 14 i's ...Mother’s Day 
May 18 ...............+.-+2+2+-.-.-.- Ascension Day 
May 1822025526. 55 05 65 dees ..... Peace Day 
May " Pentecost (Whitsunday) 
May Memorial Day 


JUNE &: sc dace cheese eae hicesas Danity Sunday 
June 11 BRCM Rast . Children’s Day 
JUNG 14 cidoeiccseascicaaeagesisiastacase. Magi Day 
Father’s Day 
.Independence Day 
..Transfiguration 

. Labor Day 

: “‘Hebr ew New Year 
Armistice Day 
Thanksgiving Day 
Advent Sunday 
Universal Bible Sunday. 
Christmas Day 

New Year’s Eve 


POG AS secrete vaieas Taw aists activi ben 
August 6 iS bapa 

September 4 .................4. 
September 14 ................. 
November 11 
November 30 
December 3 
December 10 
December 25 
December 31 


Sunday School Lessons for 1939 


FIRST QUARTER 
LIFE AND WORK OF PETER 


Aim: To learn from the experiences, ac- 
tivities and teachings of Peter how the spirit 
and ideals of Christ may find practical ex- 
pression on our experience and life today. 

I. Jan. 1—Peter Called to Serve. 
John 1:40-42; Luke 5:1-11. 

II. Jan. 8—Peter Commended and Re- 
buked. Matt. 16:13-25. 

Jan.‘ 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 

Matt. 17:1-9, 14-18. 

IV. Jan. 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62. 

V. Jan. 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19. 

VI. Feb. 5.—Peter Preaches at Pentecost. 
Acts 2:12-18, 36-41. 

. Feb. 12.—Peter Heals a Lame Man. 

Acts 3:1-10; 4:8-12. 


III. 


VIII. Feb. 19.—Beverage Alcohol and Its 
Social Perils. (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). Amos 6:1-6; I Peter 
2:11, 12; 4:1-5. 

. Feb. 26.—Peter in Samaria. 
Acts 8:14-25. ; 

. Mar. 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:30-48. 

. Mar. 12.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12:5-17. 

. Mar. 19.—Peter Exhorts to Christian 
Living. I Peter 3:8-18. 

. Mar. 26.—Peter Interprets Christ’s 
Sufferings and Death. I Peter 1:17-23; 
2:20-25. 


SECOND QUARTER 
LIFE AND LETTERS OF PAUL 
Aim: To discover from Paul’s experiences, 


activities and teachings how we may in- 
terpret and apply the gospel of Christ to 
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our needs and the needs of the world. 

I. Apr. 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 
Acts 9:1-12, 17-19. 

II. Apr. 9.—Paul Preaches the Risen 
Christ (Easter Lesson). Acts 13:16, 
23-31, 38, 39; I Cor. 15: 19-22. 

. Apr. 16.—Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14:1-7, 19-23. 

. Apr. 23—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. Acts 15:23-29; Gal. 
2:1; (2, °9; 10. 

. Apr. 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36; 16:4-15. 

. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 18:1, 4-11; I Cor. 2:1-5. 

. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 19:1, 8-10; 20:17-21; Eph. 2:19-22. 

. May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home. (A social aspect of the liquor 


problem). Jeremiah 35:5-10; Eph. 5:15- . 


21; 6:1-4. 

. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 

Romans 1:1-17. 

. June 4.—Paul Pleads His Own Case. 

Acts 21:40—22:4; 24:14-16; 26:19-23. 
. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. I Cor. 1:1-3, 10, 11; 4:14-21; 
I Thess. 5:12-15. 
June 18.—Paul Writes Personal Let- 
ters. 2 Tim. 1:1-6; Philemon 1:7, 21, 22. 
June 25.—Paul Reviews His Life. 
Phillippians 1:12-14, 21-24; 3:12-14; 
2 Tim. 4:7, 8. 

THIRD QUARTER 


LESSONS FROM ISRAEL’S LEADERS 
SOLOMON TO ISAIAH 


Aim: To discover how we may be more 
effective Christians through a consideration 
of certain characteristics of some of Israel’s 
kings and prophets and of the situations in 
which they succeeded or failed in God’s 
sight. 

I. July 2—Solomon: A Ruler Who Began 
Well. I Kings 3:5-15. 

II. July 9—Jeroboam: A Man with a 
Great Opportunity. I Kings 11:26-31, 
37-40. 

. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 
Made a Foolish Choice. I Kings 12:1-5, 
12-17, 20. 

. July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 

2 Chron. 14:2-12. 


XII. 


XIII. 


* VIII. 


V. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A Life of Obe- 

dience. 2 Chron. 17:1-6, 9-12. 

VI. Aug. 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 

I Kings 18:30-39. 

Aug. 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 

ness. 2 Kings 5:1-10, 14. 

. Aug. 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Community. (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 
5:1-5, 17, 25-28. 

. Aug. 27.—Uzziah: A King Who Forgot 
God. 2 Chron. 26:3-5, 16-21. 

. Sept. 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedicated to 
God. Isaiah 6:1-13. 

. Sept. 10—Hezekiah: A King Who Re- 
membered God. 2 Chron. 30:13-22. 

. Sept. 17—Micah: A Messenger of So- 
cial Justice. Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8. 

. Sept. 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the Birth 

of the Messianic King. Isaiah 7:14; 

9:1-7; 11:1-5. 

FOURTH QUARTER 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: STUDIES 

IN MATTHEW 

(First half of a six-month’s course) 

Aim: To learn from a study of the Gospel 
of Matthew the teachings of Jesus concern- 
ing the Kingdom of Heaven and to ascertain 
the significance of those teachings for the 
life of today, both in personal character and 
in social relationships. 

I. Oct. 1—The Infancy of Jesus. 
Matt. 2:13-23. 

II. Oct. 8—The Forerunner of the King. 
Matt. 3:1-17. 

. Oct. 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matt. 4:1-11. 

. Oct. 22.—The Citizens of the Kingdom. 

. Matt. 5:1-16. 

. Oct. 29.—Beverage Alcohol and Social 
Progress. (International Temperance 
Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; Luke 21:29-31, 
34-36; I Cor. 6:9-11. 

VI. Nov. 5.—Righteousness in the King- 
dom (For Armistice Sunday). Maitt. 
5:17-20, 38-45; 6:1-4. 

Nov. 12.—Putting God’s 

First. Matt. 6:19-34. 

Nov. 19.—Warnings and Promises. 

Matt. 7: 1-14. 

IX. Nov. 26.—The Works of the Messiah. 

Matt. 8:14-27. 

X. Dec. 3.—Spreading the Good News. 


VII. 


THE 


VIL. Kingdom 
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Matt. 10:24-39. 

XI. Dec. 10.—Reactions to the Good News. 
Matt. 11:16-30. 

XII. Dec. 17.—Parables of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 13:3-8, 31-33, 44-46. 


The General 


The session of 1938 is past. With unusual . 
expectancy many had looked forward to the 
innovation of holding a session of the Gen- 
eral Conference for the first time in its 
history beyond the confines of the United 
States. The kind invitation of the Canadian 
Conference had been accepted in 1935 in 
preference to others. Not that these were 
not appreciated, but the long forward look 
seemed to point to Canada. 


When later in 1938 by vote of the Canadian 
Conference, Saskatoon was chosen as the 
place of meeting and then that great section 
was faced with an almost complete crop 
failure, some misgivings became vocal. But 
the Canadian brethren are not easily routed, 
and now the 28th session of the Conference 
held at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, from 
July 31 to August 7, 1938, is past history; 
but it has left many pleasant memories of 
new and renewed acquaintances, strenuous 
work, inspiring meetings, possibly some dis- 
appointments, blessed fellowship in the 
Lord, and greater willingness and determin- 
ation to go forth and make real the Confer- 
ence Motto “Lead Thou!” The Eastern Dis- 
trict invited for 1941. 


Seventeen new congregations with a total 
of 1744 members joined the Conference, 16 
from Canada and one from the States. 
There were 295 delegates (about 50 more 
than ever before), representing 156 churches. 
Some of the inspirational meetings were at- 
tended by as many as 3500 persons. At pres- 
ent the Conference numbers 170 churches. 

Now what of the future?—The five 
boards—Foreign Missions, Home Mission, 
Publication, Education, and Relief—are at 
work. Seven missionaries have been sent 
to foreign fields since the Conference met. 
The Home Mission Board is working aggres- 
sively. The Board of Publication is busy. The 
Conference has again expressed itself in 


XIII, Dec. 24.—The Child and the Kingdom 
(Christmas Lesson). Matt. 1:18-25; 
18:1-6; 19:13-15. é 

XIV. Dec. 31.—Friends and Foes of the 
Kingdom. Matt. 13:54; 14:4; 15:29-31. 


Conference 


favor of having its own printing plant. The 
Board of Education has had a meeting look- 
ing toward integration of our educational 
program. The Relief Board has a special 
project. The Committee on Church Unity 
and the Placement Committee were made 
standing committees. The Peace Commit- 
tee and the Committee on Doctrine and Con- 
duct continue. Two special committees are 
provided for, namely, a Colonization Study 
Committee and a Committee on Pensioning 
Ministers. The Field Secretary is in the 
field. The Young People’s Union is active; 
and the Women’s Missionary Society is func- 
tioning most efficiently. German and Eng- 
lish Hymn Book Committees are busy. The 
Officers and the Executive Committee at 
the Conference have had various specific 
duties assigned to them, and they and all 
board and committee members crave Divine 
guidance and the united prayers of all mem- 
bers of our farflung church body. ; 


Let us heed the admonition of Jseus 
(John 12:35-36): “Yet a little while is the 
light among you. Walk while ye have the 
light, that darkness overtake you not... 
While ye have the light, believe on the 
light, that ye may become sons of light.” 

Paul tells himself, the Corinthians, and 
us: “So then neither is he that planteth 
anything, neither he that watereth; but God 
that giveth the increase. Now he that plan- 
teth and he that watereth are one: but each 
shall receive his own reward according to 
his own labor. For we are God’s fellow- 
workers: ye are God’s husbandry, God’s 
building.” 


If ’twere our work alone to do 

We should but stumble—surely fall! 
But with our Master—at His call 
We cannot fail. He’ll see us through! 


C. E. Krehbiel, President. 
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OUR MISSION WORK 


OUR FOREIGN MISSION WORK 
P. H. Richert, Secretary 


“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, so 
send I you.” John 20:21. 

What a wonderful mission command: “So 
send I you.” It looks too big when we 
think of the comparison: “As my father 
sent me, so send I you.” How could Jesus 
give such a big mission command? The 
secret of it is the double peace which he 
gave them, before he gave the command, and 
the way he gave it: “He showed unto them 
his hands and his side,” the nail and the 
spear marks of the cross. Such a peace 
gives enthusiasm and power. From then 
on the apostles proclaim: “We cannot but 
speak of the things we have seen and heard.” 

Why is there so much complaint today 
about a decrease of mission interest? The 


chief reason, no doubt, is the lack ‘of this 
double peace: “Then said he again, peace 
be unto you.” 


Missionaries are above all peace mes- 
sengers, and if they themselves are not full 
to overflowing of this peace, that passeth all 
understanding, the chief source of power 
is lacking, and the world can never be over- 
come by them. Some say this peace and 
consolation is a by-product, but the above 
Easter command for missions shows clearly 
that the power. to overcome the world 
comes after this peace, and is a fruit of it. 
What the church as a whole needs today 
is this peace. One of the chief obligations 
of our church as a peace church is to em- 
phasize peace in all its forms—peace with 
God in Christ, peace with man, and peace 
between nations. May the Lord bless to 
that end our mission work. 

Last year 380 souls found peace with God 
on our mission field. $1000.00 was given for 
relief by our treasury, which also preaches 
peace. Three men missionaries are now in 
China and one, perhaps three, single sisters 
also. Three new missionaries have permis- 
sion to go to Peking, China for language 
study. Two new missionaries went. to 
India in September. May the income also 
increase, is our prayer. 


II. Mission stations and missionaries with 
their addresses: 


I. AMERICA 
Oklahoma— 
Canton: Mr. and Mrs. Benno Toevs 
(Serving also Longdale and Fonda) 
Clinton: Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Ediger 
(serving also Hammon and Deer Creek) 
Montana— 
Lame Deer: Mr. and Mrs. R. Petter 
(serving also Birney) 
Busby: Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Habegger 
Ashland: Mrs. V. Petter 
Arizona— 
Oraibi: Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Suderman 
Hotevilla: Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schirmer 
Miss Mary Schirmer 
Tuba City (Moen Copi): Mr. and Mrs. 
F. A. Johnson. 


It. INDIA 
Champa, C. P.— 
Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Penner 
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Isaac 
Drs. H. R. and Ella Bauman 
Miss Eva Pauls 
Janjgir, C. P— 
Mr. and Mrs. P. W. Penner 
Miss Martha Burkhalter 
Miss Helen E. Nickel 
Korba, C. P.— 
Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Wenger 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Janzen 
Birra, C. P.— 
Mr. and Mrs. John Thiessen 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Duerksen 
*Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Wiens 
Basna, C. P.— 
*Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Moyer 
Dr. and Mrs. H. E. Dester 
Miss Augusta Schmidt 
Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Unruh 


III. CHINA, HOPEI 
Kai Chow— 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. S. F. Pannabecker 
Dr. and Mrs. C. L. Pannabecker 
*Miss Elizabeth Goertz 
Miss Aganetha Fast 
Tamingfu— 
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Vogt 
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Miss Wilhelmina Kuyf 
*Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Goering 
Chang Yuan— 
*Mr. and Mrs. August Ewert 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Jantzen 
Miss Eetta R. Davis 
_ (*On furlough) 
IV. Needs: 
1. A nurse for the Leper Asylum. 
2. Special gifts to support native helpers 
in China. 

. Special gifts for the pension fund. 

. Special prayers for our workers in 
China, and for China and Japan to make 
peace. 

5. Continued prayers for Dr. Ambedkar to 
make full decision for Christ and lead 
the masses that way. : 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Executive Committee 


President—Mrs. J. E. Kaufman, Inman, Kansas. 

Vice President—Mrs. R. A. Goerz, Newton, Kansas. 

Secretary—Miss Elizabeth Voran, Newton, Kansas. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Frieda Regier Entz, Newton, 
Kansas. 

Honorary President—Mrs. S. S. Haury, Granville, 
Ohio. 

Literature Committee 
Chairman—Mrs. J. S. Schultz, Bluffton, Ohio 
Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs, A. J. Neuenschwander, 

Quakertown, Pa. 
Mrs. A. E. Kreider, North Newton, Kansas. 
Junior and Intermediate Department 
Ernest Cline, Secretary, 59 West 8th St., 
Upland, California 
District Secretaries: 
Eastern District—Miss Huldah Myers, Quakertown, 
Pa. 
Middle District—Miss Inda Sprunger, Berne, Ind. 
Western District—Miss Minnie Schmidt, North 
Newton, Kansas. 
Pacific District—Mrs. H. C. Wiebe, Aberdeen, Ida. 
District Advisors 


Northern District—Mrs. P. R. Schroeder, Chair- 
man, Freeman, S. D. 

Eastern District—Mrs. J. R. Fretz, Secy-Treas., 
Lansdale, Pa. 

Western District—Miss Elizabeth Andres, Newton, 
Kansas. 

Middle District—Mrs. 
Ind. 

Pacific District—Mrs. 
Calif. 

Mrs. G. A. Krehbiel, Drake, Sask., Canada. 


Publication 
Missionary News and Notes. Eight pages. Monthly 
except July and August. German and English. Mrs. 
R. A. Goerz, editor, Newton, Kansas. 


Mrs. J. 


Menno Burkhalter, Berne, 


D. C. Krehbiel, Reedley, 


OUR HOME MISSION WORK 


The reconciliation of lost sinners to the 
righteousness and salvation of God through 
Jesus Christ, is the definite task of the 
Church. The Mission Boards are simply 
the appointed representatives of a larger 
group, so that the work can be carried on 
with dispatch. This task the Home Mission 
Board has been endeavoring to help carry 
out for our Churches. The work of Home 
Missions has been constantly growing and 
growing rapidly during the past years. In 
the States it is almost entirely City Missions 
and Church extension ‘work. We praise the 
Lord that the work of Home Missions has 
not been carried on in vain. Many souls 
have been born into the kingdom. Our 
snurches are growing stronger. Our leader- 
ship in the mission churches is showing 
commendable strength and usefulness. We 
praise the Lord that finally the Lord has 
so guided the affairs of men that sufficient 
Funds have come in to enable the Board to 
throw off the heavy burden of debt under 
which it had labored for so long. AS a 
result we were able to help and encourage 
the brethren in many ways and places. 

The Calvary Church in Mechanic’s Grove, 
in eastern Penna., has enjoyed a steady 
growth and also a widening of its activities. 
Evangelistic services are held annually and 
a Vacation Bible School in the summer. For 
many years the mountain mission at Smith 
Corner, near East Freedom, Penna., seemed 
almost at a standstill. The faithful work 
that has been done there in the past ten 
years, is now bringing forth fruit. Worship 
services are well attended, both Sunday 
and mid-week Bible study hour. 

The Memorial Church in Altoona, Penna., 
a distinctly City Mission work, has experi- 
enced changes of leadership in the past three 
years. Rev. L. H. Glass, the long time 
pastor, had to resign on,account of ill health 
at the end of 1936, and on June 16th, 1937, 
he passed to his eternal reward. The sin- 
cere devotion to the work of the present 
leadership (see list of workers), and the fine 
Christian spirit that they show constantly, 
is bringing forth fruit for the Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. 

The First Church of Chicago, Ill., has dur- 
ing the past three years under the leadership 
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of Rev. A. H. Leaman, become almost a 
self-supporting church. The Board pays only 
a minor part of the worker’s salary. In 
recent months the congegation has con- 
tributed a tenth of their opens to the 
Home Mission Board. 


In the Alberta Community Church in 
Portland, Oregon, there has been a noticeable 
growth and increasing interest as a result 
of a resident pastor since September, 1937. 
In early June, 1938, the building, rented until 
then, could be bought for $650.00. Now the 
members plan to put a basement under the 
building, to make room for the rapidly 
growing Sunday School. (Now finished.) 

The work in Canada is the largest part 
of the work of this Board. The itinerant 
work is the phase of the work that touches 
intimately the largest number of individuals. 
On the average twenty ministers are en- 
gaged in this work of preaching to and 
shepherding the many.scattered groups and 
congregations. These do not give all of 
their time, but a large part of time and 
effort to this work. This work is considered 
of very great importance and the response 
and interest shown is good indeed. 


During the past year a new Church house 
could be built in Saskatoon, Canada, with 
the help of our Board and also in Vancouver, 
B. C., a church with considerable equipment 
and adjacent parsonage, large enough to 
accommodate the Girls Home, could be pur- 
chased for $3000.00 cash. 

Three Girls Homes are now maintained 
by our Board: Winnipeg, Manitoba; Saska- 
toon, Saskatchewan and Vancouver, B. C. 
These Homes serve many purposes—a haven 
of rest and comfort, a place of fellowship 
and inspiration, an employment office. This 
work is bringing in large dividends in spiri- 
tual life. 

The Board has given its support to the 
effort to establish a Book Store in Canada 
for the advantage of the brethren there. Re- 
cently a small beginning has been made 
in this field. 

The work of this Board is one that must 
be carried on “together with Him.” May 
His name be praised. 

(The above report consists of extracts 
from the report read at the Saskatoon Gen- 


eral Conference by Rev. A. J. Neuenschwan- 
der, then Sec. Pro. Tem., now Secretary of 
the Home Mission Board—Editor) 





HOME MISSION STATIONS AND 
WORKERS 
Stations and Workers in the United States 


Calvary Mennonite Church, Mechanics 
Grove, Pa.—Rev. and Mrs. Sylvan S. Leh- 
man, Quarryville, R. R. 2, Pennsylvania. 

First Mennonite Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
—Miss Catherine Niswander, Parish Worker, 
2011 N. 7th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Memorial Mennonite Church, Altoona, Pa. 
—Rev. and Mrs. Emerson F. Slotterback, 
2204, 11th Avenue, Altoona, Pa. 

Smith Corner Mennonite Church, East 
Freedom, Pa.—Rev. and Mrs. John S. Raugh, 
East Freedom, Pa. ; 

First Mennonite Church, 73rd and Laflin 
Sts., Chicago, Ill—Rev. A. H. Leaman, 
189 Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Alberta Community Church, 5138 N. E. 
23rd Avenue and Sumner, Portland, Oregon. 
—Rev. and Mrs. Edmund Miller, 5520 N. E. 
22nd Avenue, Portland, Oregon. 

Partial support is given for the time being 
to First Mennonite Church, Hutchinson, Kan- 
sas and Grace Mennonite Church, Dallas, 
Oregon. 

Girls Homes in Canada 

(a) Winnipeg—Miss Lena Epp, Matron, 
412 Banatyne Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Rev. J. H. Enns, Spiritual Adviser, 491 Pa- 
cific Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

(b) Saskatoon—Rev. and Mrs. J. J. Thies- 
sen, Matron and Leader, 337 5th Avenue, 
N. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

(ec) Vancouver—Rev. and Mrs. Jacob B. 
Wiens, 6460 St. George St., Vancouver, B. C. 
Workers in Canada 

Some of these men receive full, some only 
partial support from the Board. Most of 
these men do itinerant work. 

Bahnman, N. W.—Sardis, B. C. 

Bueckert, J. P.—Gretna, Manitoba. 

Doerkson, J. J.—Herbert, Saskatchewan. 

Enns, F F.—Whitewater, Manitoba. 

Enns, J. H.—491 Pacific Avenue, Winne- 
peg, Man. 

Epp, Isaak—Wymark, Saskatchewan. 

Harder, C. D—Rosemary, Alberta. 
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Janzeiul, Jacob H.—Waterloo, Ontario. 

Klassen, J. J—Dundurn, Saskatchewan. 

Klassen, J. P.—392 Alexander Ave., Winni- 
peg, Man. 

Kroeker, N. J.—Great Deer, Saskatchewan 

Lepp, H. P.—Reesor, Ontario. 

Loewen, D. J.—Rabbit Lake, Saskatchewan 

Martens, William—Coaldale, Saskatchewan 

Nickel, J. D.—Lyburn, Alberta. 
Nickel, Jacob J.—Langham, Saskatchewan. 
Nickel, John J.—Main Centre, Saskatchewan 
Nickel, V. E.—Swift Current, Saskatchewan. 
Regier, Johannes—Laird, Saskatchewan. 

Rempel, John G.—Rosthern, Saskatchewan 

Sawatzky, C. F.—Laird Saskatchewan. 

Thiessen, John J.—337 5th Ave., N. Saska- 
toon, Sask. 

Wiens, Jacob B.—6460 St. George Street, 
Vancouver, B. C. 





Our Oldest Missionaries 


RODOLPHE CHARLES PETTER 


Dr. James Mooney of the Bureau of Eth- 
nology, Smithsonian Institute, Washington, 
D. C. wrote in 1907 the following: 

“The Reverend Rodolphe Petter, our best 
authority on the Cheyenne language, is a 
native of the same country that gave Gal- 
latin and Gatchett to American philology, 
having been born at Vevey, on the shores 
of the beautiful and famed Lake Geneva in 
Switzerland on February 19, 1865. . . In 1883 
he entered the Evangelical Mission Training 
Institute at Basel, to study theology and 
prepare for the duties of a missionary. Hav- 
ing completed the six year’s course, including 
languages and medicine, he was ordained 
in 1890, and in the summer of the same year 
embarked for America, with his young wife, 
to engage in Indian mission work under 
the auspices of the Mennonite church. Af- 
ter six months together at Oberlin, Ohio, for 
the purpose of learning English, Mr. and 
Mrs. Petter proceeded to Cantonment, Okla- 
homa, the subagency headquarters of the 
most conservative element of the Cheyenne 
tribe, with whom he has resided ever since. 
By diligent application to the study of the 
language, Mr. Petter has so mastered it that 
for years he has used it exclusively in his 


Rudolphe Petter 


daily work and contact with his Indians, as 
also to his wife and his children . . . In addi- 
tion to the scholarly training by which he 
is able to write, converse and preach almost 
with equal fluency in French, German, Eng- 
lish and Cheyenne, it may be safely asserted 
that no other white man who has come to 
the Cheyennes, has commanded more of 
their respect and affection.” 

Dr. George William Brown, General Sec- 
retary of the American Bible Society in 
New York City, recently wrote in 1935: 

“A Swiss heritage, a gift for linguistics, 
a missionary passion, a devotion to the Bible 
were elements combining in a single indi- 
vidual . . . which resulted recently in the 
appearance of the first complete New Tes- 
tament in the language spoken by the Chey- 
enne Indians of Montana and Oklahoma. 

In his more than four decades of ministry 
to the Cheyenne Indians, Rodolphe Petter, 
D. D., a man of scholarly attainments, has 
become master of the language of the people 
he served. Beginning when it was still 
unwritten, Dr. Petter produced an extensive 
English-Cheyenne dictionary, a complete and 
exact Cheyenne grammar, then translated 
large portions of both the Old and New 
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Testament, Pilgrim’s Progress, and now 
finally a complete New Testament. 

No hasty, indifferent work is this! Nor 
is this New Testament merely a translation 
from the English. The Greek texts of West- 
cott and Hort and Tischendorf were the base, 
while the Vulgate and several of the main 
English, French and German versions, as 
well as the Hebrew version of the New Tes- 
tament, were compared. A number of great 
commentaries and three Greek dictionaries 
were consulted. The first complete Chey- 
enne New Testament, therefore worthily 
takes its place in the noble succession of 
painstakingly careful translations.” 

(Editor’s Note—These two fine tributes to 
the Dean among our Missionaries were sent 
to the Editor, at his solicitation, by Mrs. 
Bertha K. Petter.) 


G. A. AND ANNA S. LINSCHEID 


G. A. Linscheid was born November 4, 1875 
in Galicia, Austria. In 1883 he, together with 
his parents and the rest of the family, mov- 
ed to America. He attended both Halstead 
Mennonite Seminary and Bethel College. 
In 1895 he entered mission work as a teacher 
in the mission school at Cantonment, Okla. 
(Indian Terr.). On June 10, 1900, he was 
ordained to the ministry and assigned the 
mission station near what is now Clinton, 
Okla. Here he was joined in marriage to 
Anna S. Hirschler of Hillsboro, Kansas, on 
Sept. 16, 1903. 


Mrs. Linscheid was born Oct. 10, 1874 in 
Franklin Center, Iowa. In 1884, she, to- 
gether with) her parents and the rest of 
the family, moved to Hillsboro, Kansas. She 
attended both Halstead Mennonite Seminary 
and Bethel College; taught in the public 
schools in and near Hillsboro till the time 
of her marriage to Mr. Linscheid, in 1903, 
when she joined him in the mission work 
among the Indians. 


In 1904 the Mission Board asked them to 
opne mission activities for the General Con- 
ference among the Northern Cheyennes in 
Montana. They spent 16 years there and 
' saw the work expand from one to three 
stations and two outstations. Two sons were 
born to them: Harold W. and Chester H. 
Health conditions and lack of school fa- 


cilities necessitated a change and so in 1920 
they were asked to take up the work at 
Canton, Okla., where they now (1938) have 
charge of three stations: Longdale, Fonda, 
and Canton Arapaho. 


G. A. and Anna Linscheid 


For many years both in Montana and in 
Oklahoma they had charge not only of a 
station and an outstation but also of the 
religious activities in Government Boarding 
Schools, necessitating from 3 to 4 services 
every Sunday besides Bible study classes 
in the Government Schools one evening each 
week, and sewing classes with the Indian 
women and all other ministrations. 

In all these operations each was active 
as the Lord gave grace and strength. 

(Editor’s note—Brother and Sister Lin- 
scheid have recently retired from active ser- 
vice as missionaries and now live in Newton, 
Kansas.) 


P. A. PENNER 


I was born in the large, exclusively Rus- 
sian village, Billisirkov, S. Russia, in 1871. 
At the age of 5, my father and mother im- 
migrated to Minnesota, settling in Mountain 
Lake. After leaving the local Public and 
Parochial schools, I entered the State Nor- 
mal school at Mankato. I was converted 
under the ministry of Rev. J. B.Baer and Rev. 
Christian Kaufman, father of J. C. Kauf- 
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man, Moundridge, Ks. Finishing Bethel Col- 
lege (Academy) Mrs. Penner and I were, 
together with Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Kroeker, 
sent to India in 1900, arriving in Bombay 
on December 9th. Land for our Mission 
was acquired in Janjgir and Champa in 
October, 1901. Not until August, 1906, were 
reinforcements sent and hence all necessary 
building work as well as all phases of our 
Mission work, small as these were in those 
years, devolved upon us. Language study 
was not neglected. 


Of recent years, our main work has been 
with the lepers, of whom India probably 
has over one million. Segregation of untaint- 
ed children came as a result of leper work. 
Missionary activity among lepers was not 
sought. It was entrusted to us by the Lord. 
This began on April 27th, 1902, with two 
lepers. This institution now has 600 in- 
mates and is perhaps the third largest leper 


home in India. Total number of admis- 
sions up to date is 3075. Total number of 
baptisms, 1438. Discharged as symptom-free 
was 165. Number of Christians, 379. Num- 
ber of unmarried, untainted children, 60. 


P. A. Penner 


THE WORK OF PUBLICATION 


During the year 1938 the Board of Publi- 
cation, especially the Kansas members aug- 
mented by local brethren representing the 
Board’s distant members, haS been busied 
with more projects than usual. By confer- 
ence actions passed in 1929 and 1933, the 
board was authorized to relocate the con- 
ference store, if deemed feasible, and to 
acquire a Printing Plant. 

Since Newton, Kansas, is geographically 
centrally located and is the hub of exten- 
sive Mennonite settlements; since practical- 
ly all our conference printing is now done 
there, at reduced cost, and since by charter 
this town is official headquarters: of the 
General Conference, it appears to be the 
logical place for a conference publication 
center. 

Two possibilities presented themselves to 
our Board: 1) To buy or rent a building, 
establish our own printing plant and store, 
without regard to existing establishments 
under Mennonite control. 2) To merge with 
or buy out one of the local publishing con- 
cerns. They are: The Herald Publishing Co., 
“a Mennonite Publishing House,” operating 


in their own building a printing plant and 
bookstore, with a working force of twenty 
people. 2) Bethel College Printshop, oper- 
ated by the College in the basement of 
Science Hall, to provide student employment 
and to do its own printing. 

With a desire to unify instead of dividing, 
as the Mennonites have been doing to their 
own hurt, our Board contacted the boards 
of the Mennonite printing establishments at 
Newton, to see if some kind of get-together 
might be worked out. The first approach 
was with Bethel College, with an offer of 
a merger which in due time might result in 
a conference-owned printing plant, but the 
offer was turned down. Then contacts were 
made with the Herald Board, resulting in 
a plan for a merger which, it was believed, 
would in the course of some years yield a 
conference-owned printing plant, with book- 
store. This plan was submitted to the Con- 
ference at Saskatoon. Party through a lack 
of study or understanding of its provisions, 
the delegates declined to accept it, but voted 
that the Conference still wants to have its 
own printing plant. 
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Since the conference session, the Herald 
Board has again been approached. Express- 
ing some hesitation relative to a possible 
sale of the plant at that time, they invited 
us to buy a controling interest in the busi- 
ness, with strong possibilities of ownership 
within a time practically in our control. 
When this offer was submitted to the Con- 
ference Executive Committee, it declined to 
cooperate with our Board in accepting it, 
but showed its willingness to cooperate, if 
the Herald people would sell to the Confer- 
ence.—Over $6000.00 dollars have already 


been solicited by the brethren A. J. Neuen- | 


schwander and S. P. Preheim for a printing 
plant; but about half of the Conference ter- 
ritory has not yet been ‘solicited. 

Another project in progress is a Revision 
of the Mennonite Hymn Book, which has not 
found ready sale, for reasons like these: 
1) The people want English titles in place of 
the tune-titles of many of the nymns. 2) The 
412 hymns do not offer enough variety. 
3) Too many favorite hymns, originally 
selected for the book, are not now in it. 
4) Some people want more gospel songs. 
The Hymn Book Committee, composed of 
W. H. Hohman, R. A. Lantz, Mrs. Glenn 
Fuller, C. E. Krehbiel and L. Hostetler are 
working on the revision as much as their 
professional duties allow. 

A German Hymn Book for Canada is also 
in preparation. The brethren in the prov- 
inces are in need of a book that will, as 
nearly as possible, conform to the tastes, 
views and wants of the different groups 
of our people in the provinces. Our “Ge- 
sangbuch mit Noten” does not seem to do 


that, besides some of the plates for it are 
pretty well worn. The Board of Publication, 
backed by conference action, has agreed to 
look to the publication of this book, after 
their Song Book Commission has submitted 
the manuscript in proper form. 

As per conference resolution our Board 
has started to publish the children’s paper 
“Kinderbote and Junior Messenger” separ- 
ately. Hundreds of samples of the Junior 
Messenger, in a smaller and more attractive 
format but with more reading material than 
the old, bilingual paper, have been mailed 
to the churches, and we hope that they will 
unitedly favor us with large orders. But 
the committee in Canada which the brethren 
there appointed to work out and submit a 
plan for the kind of German paper they 
want, has not yet been heard from, which 
we seriously regret. 

The Board of Education has taken steps 
for the editing of an Intermediate Sunday 
School Quarterly, with A. Warkentin, J. H. 
Langenwalter, P. H. Schellenberg and Miss 
Inda Sprunger as the editorial staff. Our 
Board had hundreds of samples of copies of 
one lesson published and sent out to the 
Sunday Schools. We hope and pray that 
they will send in liberal orders. The editors 
will do their best to give us as nearly as 
possible what we want. 

The Board of Publication asks the united 
prayers and support of the members of the 
Conference, to the end that its work may 
help aid the spiritual upbuilding of our 
Church and the Kingdom. 


The Chairman of the Board. 


EMERGENCY RELIEF WORK 


The past year again has been a year of 


great opportunities and privileges. Joy and 
sorrow have come. Many individuals and 
communities have experienced great bles- 
sings, others met with trials and disaster. 
The Emergency Relief Board found many 
occasions to extend a helping hand to those 
in distress and sorrow. Through the grace 
of God and the willingness of the people 
to donate the necessary funds we were able, 
at least in a small way, to give some aid to 


individuals and groups in many parts of 
the world. 

In Mexico our people do not fare so well. 
The Government does not seem to be kind- 
ly toward aliens. Stealing and robbing seem 
to be common things. Weather conditions 
are often unfavorable, and other causes seem 
to make people there unhappy. Many have 
left and others would like to leave if they 
could. 

In war torn Spain are countless innocent 
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children with hands outstretched for food, 
shelter and clothing. It is our privilege 
to help them. 


In Russia the condition of our brethren 
and sisters becomes more unbearable with 
each passing day. Only few individuals 
could be assisted by small remittances. 


In India and China the unprecedented 
floods have left unspeakable misery in their 
wake. And now the war in China is in- 
creasing this horror. 


In South America our dear people had 
their share of trials and discouragements. 
In Paraguay their condition has been greatly 
improved by the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee, buying the tract of land, on part 
of which our people have settled and giving 
each family 250 acres instead of 100 acres 
as in the previous arrangement, at a cost 
of 60 cents per acre to be paid within 15 
years. They have had fair to good crops 
the last few years. One of the great needs 
at the present time is a doctor. Would 


some doctor be willing to do mission work 
there for several years. 

In Canada many of our immigrants nave 
not as yet become self-supporting. Drought 
and crop failures were against them. In 
many cases the head of the family, or bread- 
winner, has been disabled by sickness or 
taken by death, leaving such families to the 
merices of others. In our own country, 
through disaster here and there, the chal- 
lenge comes to us to do what we can even 
to those outside of our own constituency. 

For the year 1939 new problems present 
themselves. The General Conference by re- 
solutions, has placed: new duties and re- 
sponsibilities upon the Board, and what other 
emergencies may arise, God only knows. 

It is our earnest prayer, that God may 
give us grace and wisdom to always do 
the right thing at the right place. And to 
you dear friends, our plea is that you whole- 
heartedly support this work in the future 
as you did in the past, by your prayers and 
your gifts. John C. Mueller, Sec. 


Report of the Peace Committee 


The Peace Committee still labors under a 
severe handicap, due to the lack of funds 
and to the great distance separating the var- 
ious committee members. Nevertheless, 
several important achievements can be re- 
ported. 

As a result of the conference of historic 
peace churches held at Newton, a Continu- 
ation Committee composed of Brethren, 
Mennonites and Quakers was set up to car- 
ry on jointly the work begun at the Newton 
conference. From time to time student con- 
ferences and peace meetings have been at- 
tended by members of your committee. Sev- 
eral special committee sessions have also 
been held to discuss the important matters 
of proper conduct for the historic peace 
churches and their members in the event of 
war, and suitable literature for our consti- 
tuency and others interested in Christian 
peace. 

No literature, as a result of this joint 
venture, has been published as yet, but a 
delegation composed of members of the three 


churches did present a statement of the 
Christian position on war and peace as held 
by the historic peace churches to President 
Roosevelt last February. This statement is 
now on file with the government in Wash- 
ington. 

In line with conference resolutions passed 
at the Bluffton session in 1933, the com- 
mittee has continued its endeavor to multi- 
ply peace literature within the denomination. 
Two of these pamphlets are now published 
and ready for distribution. They can be 
ordered from the Mennonite Book Concern, 
Berne, Indiana. One pamphlet entitled, 
“Christian Peace According to New Testa- 
ment Teaching Outside the Gospels,” was 
well written by Rev. Ernest J. Bohn, pas- 
tor of the Mennonite Church at Souderton, 
Penna. Dr. C. Henry Smith, dean of Men- 
nonite historians, has contributed a thrilling .- 
account of “Peace Teachings and Practices 
as held by Mennonites for Four Centuries.” 
Other pamphlets and materials are in the 
process of publication. 
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Your committee hopes that every Men- 
nonite home will secure the above pamphlets. 
Each church would do well to use them 
for study classes and discussion groups. 
We believe that every district conference 
should have an auxiliary peace committee 
which will help to disseminate this and other 
suitable materials. 

No person who makes even a casual study 
of world conditions can fail to observe that 
peace hangs as by a thread. Pronouncements 
from Washington lead us to believe that 
America can hardly hope to stay out of 
that war when it breaks. These facts are 


A Hammer, Saw and 


Some years ago, a young Swiss sat 
through a conventional “Peace Conference.” 
He felt that once more a group of well- 
meaning folk were “talking about Peace,” 
without “doing much about it.” He arose, 
‘I’m tired of all this talk. We have con- 
ference after conference on the peace of 
the world, O— but the world takes no 
notice. I will get twenty men and women 
to work with pick and shovel for peace, and 
perhaps somebody will pay attention.” 

With those words Pierre Ceresole probab- 
ly launched the most significant peace move- 
ment in modern times. For an American to 
“talk to” a Chinese or a Japanese about 
“peace,” wouldn’t settle much; for they can- 
not understand each other’s language. But 
for an American to take a hammer, a saw 
and a paint brush, and help build homes, 
hospitals, play grounds, churches for the 
Chinese or the Japanese; that would be 
speaking a language which any race or na- 
tionality can understand. 

Pierre Ceresole’s first call for “Volunteers” 
was anwsered by ten young people.. This 
group spent five months rebuilding a battle- 
field, near Verdun, known as “Dead Man’s 
Hill.’ One was a German youth, too young 
to be in the war, who said, “For a long time 


I have hoped for a chance to go and repair 


in France a little of what my brother killed 
at Verdun, and his comrades were forced 
under military orders to destroy.” 

Pierre Ceresole found the language which 
really convinces men and women that Peace 
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spurring; your peace committee to action. 
We believe now is the time to make a 
careful study of the principles of Christian 
peace. Now is the time to become through- 
ly grounded in the principles of historic 
Mennoniteism. Now is the time to make 
clear our position to our government of- 
ficials and to work out, as far as possible, 
a technique of procedure in case we are 
engulfed in war. Such an emergency should 
not catch the Mennonites unprepared and 
baffled as they were in 1917. We ask your 
support and prayers in this work of the 
Kingdom. E. L. Harshbarger, Chr 


Paint Brush for Peace 


and Brotherhood can be built; a language 
which can be understood by all men. Hat- 
red, enmity, jealousy, strife melt as men 
and women work side by side, BUILDING 
homes, not destroying them. 

In 1934 India was shaken by severe earth- 
quakes. Homes were destroyed, lives lost. 
Pierre sent forth his call. From the ends 
of the earth came men and women. With 
pick, shovel, hammer, saw they moved 
homes, rebuilt houses, made paths and high- 
ways. After one day of hard labor, Ceresole 
wrote to his friends in Europe, “We intend 
to build a bridge across oceans of hate and 
misery. But to begin with, we are making 
a path across a marsh where one wets one’s 
feet. Still, we have made a beginning.” 

To “Build a bridge across oceans of hate 
and misery,” is certainly the Spirit of the 
Christ who said, “If ye have done it (fed 
and clothed, etc.) unto the least of these, 
ye have done it unto me.” “If the youth of 
the world could meet in Work Camps, in- 
stead of War Camps, war would go, and 
Peace would reign. 

Christ also said, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Peace “Volunteers” 
are not paid for their work. In most cases 
they pay their own expenses, while working. 
“Pay for the privilege of working?” No, 
:not simply “for the privilege of working,” 
but for the privilege and challenge of “Work- 
ing for one of the highest ideals of Man and 
God—PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL 
TOWARDS MEN.” 
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In this spirit of self-giving, young Men- 
nonites from seven states gathered at the 
Twenty-Sixth Street Mission, Chicago, dur- 
ing July, 1938. The Mission is in one of the 
crowded areas of Chicago, characterized by 
an official as “One of the most neglected 
areas in the city.” These young people 
came to help “build a bridge across the 
ocean of hate and misery.” 

The program carried out was three-fold 
in nature: (1) Manual Labor, (2) Discussion 
—with leaders and with the group, (3) 
Field trips to interesting problem areas of 
the city. 

Four and one-half hours daily were spent 
in manual labor. The worship auditorium, 
Sunday school rooms and gymnasium were 
painted. Work benches were built in the 
basement for the children of the community. 
Chairs were repaired. Tables for the recre- 
ation room were begun, which we hope can 
be finished later. A survey was conducted, 
to determine the needs of the community, 
and to gather information concerning the 
races, nationalities and religious faiths rep- 
resented. 


Several hours each afternoon, and several 
evenings a week, discussion and study 
groups gathered. Most of the discussion and 
study centered in three fields: (1) History 
of the Peace Ideal, (2) The Pacifist Position, 
(3) A Practical Peace Program. Seeds were 
sown, which we hope will grow to fruition 
during the fall and winter months in the 
program of THE MENNONITE PEACE SO- 
CIETY. 

About twice weekly field trips were taken 
to Hull House, the Juvenile Court, the Hines 
Hospital for disabled veterans, etc. In all 
this study, work and field trips convic- 


tions and attitudes grew, until we had a 
group of young Mennonites who wanted to 
do something about it. We hope you will 
hear more through our Church papers, and 
through direct contact with THE MENNO- 
NITE PEACE SOCIETY, Bluffton, Ohio. 

The Camp published a sheet, which they 
called “THE PLOWSHARE.” They have 
asked the secretary to recommend to the 
Counsellors that “THE PLOWSHARE” be- 
come the official sheet of the Society. From 
all indications, it will become such. Cer- 
tainly the Peace Volunteer is “Turning new 
earth.” 

The Volunteer Camp is but one angle of 
peace in which THE MENNONITE PEACE 
SOCIETY is interested. This fall we plan 
to open a “Travelling Library” for the 
use of our Conference people, and anyone 
interested in good peace literature. Write 
for materials. Questions and problems will 
be brought to our Sunday school teachers 
and youth organizations. Institutes will 
be held for study and inspiration. 

“Mennonites can make one of the most 
valuable contributions of any group, to the 
cause of Peace and Brotherhood,” said a 
Methodist clergyman recently. He contin- 
ued, “But they must begin to live their faith, 
and be willing to pay as much for it as did 
their Anabaptist forefathers.” | 

THE MENNONITE PEACE SOCIETY is 
dedicated to the cause of Christ, in building 
that world in which angels can truly sing, 
“Peace on earth, good will toward men.” 
You are invited to visit us when in Bluffton, 
Ohio. You are invited to write for informa- 
tion or to make suggestions. 


THE MENNONITE PEACE SOCIETY, 
Carl J. Landes, Ex. Sec., Bluffton, Ohio 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S UNION 


The executive committee of the Young 
People’s Union is looking ahead for the next 
three years and we want to act upon the 
findings and suggestions of the past com- 
mittee. It is unfortunate that the whole 
personnel of the commiteee was changed at 
the last conference for that is a handicap 
to those who are new in the work. But by 


the grace of God and with your help we ' 


look forward to great things. The new of- 
ficers elected at the General Conference are: 
Rev. Olin A. Krehbiel, president; Mr. William 
Juhnke, secretary and treasurer; and Dr. 
J. H. Langenwalter, counselor from the 
Board of Education. Not all of the district 
representatives have been chosen. 
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The fact that the General Conference was 
held in Canada should help to cement the 
bond of friendship between the young peopie 
of the States and Canada. Those of us who 
were privileged to make the trip north got 
a first hand introduction to the problems 
with which they are wrestling. 

The tentative pogram of work for our 
Union includes the printing of a separate 
Young People’s Paper if feasible. Question- 
naires have been prepared to guide us in 
this venture. Next the Y. P. standards are 
to be printed and sent to the societies. Also 
the constitution which was adopted in out- 
line at the General Conference is to be got- 
ten into shape and submitted to the societies. 
In the mean time our work in being or- 


ganized according to the constitutional plan. 


Some of our Y. P. U. objectives for this 
trienium are: to coordinate Retreat pro- 
grams, sponsor Mission and Student loan 
projects, promote Peace action, devise a sys- 
tem for contacting Mennonite youth away 
from our circles, create greater appreciation 
of our Mennonite heritage, and above all, 
make possible a united Mennonite youth on 
fire for Christ. 


We expect the young people of our Con- 
ference to meet the challenge that comes to 
us and cooperate with their reprsentatives 
in the projects outlined. Suggestions will be 
welcomed.—Olin Krehbiel, President of 
Young People’s Union. 


Our Conference As Seen Through The Eyes 
of Our Field Secretary 


Many a conversation with the Field Secre- 
tary drifts to the subject of his travels and 
then very soon come questions like the fol- 
lowing: “What are your impressions of our 
Conference? Are we really geting some- 
where?” These questions are not asked in a 
spirit of idle curiosity, but generally in a 
serious mood and by people who are thought- 
ful and concerned. For this reason I am glad 
to state some of the impressions I have gain- 
ed in my travels with the hope that they may 
be of some value to those who are interested 
in this question. 

I wish many people might have the oppor- 
tunity of visiting at least a majority of our 
Mennonite churches. I think that would 
prove a heartening experience to most of 
them as it has to me. Many of us lack 
this larger contact with our Conference fel- 
lowship, perhaps because our occupation al- 
lows us little opportunity to get about and 
observe our churches actually at work or 
perhaps because distance isolates us so ef- 
fectively from contacts with the larger cen- 
ters of Mennonitism. At any rate our actual 
contacts with other Mennonite churches in 
' many cases are very limited and our picture 
of the larger fellowship and the larger pro- 
gram of service is rather hazy. Under these 


circumstances it is not surprising (that 
thoughtful people should at times wonder 
whether our Conference is doing anything 
of real significance, whether we are growing 
in numbers ana in effectiveness, and wheth- 
er we are consciously headed toward truly 
worthwhile Christian objectives. I feel cer- 
tain, however, that few people would have 
occasion for misgivings if they could once 
have an opportunity to see as a whole the 
field, its problems, its people, and its work- 
ers, In fact I am certain that most people 
would really be led to thank God and take 
courage. 

I personally find a number of good reasons 
for encouragement and gratitude. I shall 
enumerate a number of them with but little 
or no comment: 

1. The presence of a vital faith and a genu- 
ine religion; sound, stable, wholesome, warm- 
hearted, active. 

2. The growth of a finer spirit of fellow- 
ship and understanding. There appears to be 
more of a disposition-to trust one anther and 
to be charitable one with another and less of 
a disposition to judge and condemn. I think 
we are approaching nearer to our Confer- 
ence motto: “In essentials, unity; in non-es- 
sentials, liberty; in all things, love.” 
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3. The presence of an active interest in 
our Conference enterprise. This is especial- 
ly true of mission, home and foreign, and 
of relief, but it apparently hasn’t developed 
as far in relation to our publication interests 
and our religious educational activities. But 
it is tremendously heartening to have a 
church that has an active interest in Chris- 
tian service outside of itself and something 
of a vision of the larger need. Information 
about our Conference activity is not as ade- 
quate as it might be but we can hardly com- 
plain of lack of interest when there is knowl- 
edge of the need. 


4. The presence of a genuine spirit of - 


sacrifice. Our people have a mind to work 
and they have a heart for the cause of the 
Master and they are willing to sacrifice for 
the sake of that cause. There is an encour- 
aging increase in the number of tithers in 
our Conference. Compared with other denom- 
inations our per capita contributions to 
Christian causes run high. 


5. A permeating spirit of courage and ad- 


venture. This desire to forge ahead in our 
Christian service was clearly evident in the 
deliberations and plans of the Saskatoon 
Conference. These forward-looking plans 
were not based, I am sure, on a shallow 
optimism but rather on the firm conviction 
that the God who reveals needs and who 
opens doors can and will also supply the 
resources of wisdom and money and power 
and workers necessary in order to enter in 
and render the effective service He expects. 


6. The youth of our churches is putting 
its shoulder to the wheel. Large numbers 
of them are developing an alert and active 
interest in our Mennonite program of ser- 
vice and they are trying to discover where 
best they can take hold and help. And for 
the purpose of a more effective and a more 
far-reaching service they are banding them- 
selves together and uniting their efforts 
toward the achievement of great and worthy 
Christian objectives. 


Of course one’s travels among the 
churches reveal not only encouraging condi- 
tions but also great needs and problems. 
Sometimes these needs and problems loom 


so large in our minds that they almost para- 
lyze effort. But the presence of problems 
in itself is no cause for worry. They may be 
a sign of life and growth rather than of stag- 
nation. They should, therefore, not stagger 
us but rather challenge us to a realistic, 
courageous, creative solution of the same 
in the name and for the sake of Christ. 


The problems of our Conference are vari- 
ous. Saskatoon brought to light a number 
of them and I have no desire to enumerate 
them here. But I would like to mention 
two which, it seems to me, are becoming 
real and pressing: 


1. The problem of supplying wellqualified 
leadership for our smaller churches. This is 
not a problem peculiar to our Conference, 
for other denominations face the same diffi- 
culty. The problem is partly a financial 
one, but it has other aspects and it needs to 
be faced from this larger angle in order to 
find a truly helpful and workable solution. 
At this very moment there are a number of 
smaller churches that are squarely faced 
with this difficulty. 


2. The problem of training workers who 
know something of our Mennonite back- 
ground and principles and of our program 
of service, who understand our problems 
and love our people, who.have a sound, 
healthy, and balanced interpretation of the 
message of Jesus and of the work of the 
church, who are in sympathy with our Con- 
ference program, and who know how to 
work in harmony and cooperation with their 
fellow-workers in this enterprise. The ur- 
gency of this need becomes increasinly ap- 
parent to me the longer I travel. The Con- 
ference is aware of this need and is taking 
steps to establish our own Seminary and 
Bible School. The problem may be diffi- 
cult but it must be faced. 


There is to my mind, in spite of all the 
problems we have, every reason for courage 
and good cheer. With Christ as our leader 
we need not fear. “Die Sach’ ist Dein, Herr 
Jesu Christ, Die Sach’ an der wir stehn. Und 
weil es Deine Sache ist, Kann sie nicht unter- 
gehn.” 

Henry A. Fast. 
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OUR SCHOOLS 


BETHEL COLLEGE 


More than fifty years ago Reverend David 
Goerz stood on the foundation of the uncom- 
pleted Bethel College Administration Build- 
ing and with tears in his eyes appealed to 
the people that had met to observe the 
laying of the school’s cornerstone for their 
support to make the venture a success. 

That was on October 12, 1888. 


Today more than four thousand men and 
women who have received Christian train- 
ing for service in the church and in the pro- 


fessions, and have gone to all parts of the 


globe as teachers, missionaries, pastors, doc- 
tors, homemakers and farmers, are a living 
testimony of the vision of Bethel’s founders. 

The past decade has been one of hardship 
and sacrifice for those who have labored to 
uphold the ideals of many small church 
colleges. Bethel College, too, has had to face 


its problems, but despite its struggles, the 
enrollment during the past five years (in- 
cluding summer sessions) has had a steady 
increase, as the following table shows: 


The fact that two-thirds of the students 
enrolled at Bethel during the 1937-38 term 
worked either on the campus or in the city 
of Newton for all or a part of their expenses 
shows the desire the youth of today has to 
get a college education in a Christian envir- 
onment. Endeavoring to make it possible 
for those students financially handicapped to 
attend, Bethel College from year to year has 
been adding various work-projects on the 
campus through which a student may earn 
a part or all of his education expenses and 
at the same time learn a trade. 

Bethel operates a college printshop, a 
photo-engraving plant, and a book-bindery 
which employs student labor. Besides these 
departments many students work on the 
College Dairy Farm, in the dining hall, are 
employed as secretaries in college offices 
and as department assistants. Off the cam- 
pus, industrious students often are placed 
in jobs that cover room and board expenses. 


Numerous odd jobs such as clerking, work- 
ing as assistants at filling stations, etc., 
are available in the city of Newton. 


At present plans are to open a college 
laundry, a clothes cleaning and pressing 
shop, and to manufacture furniture for the 
Memorial Hall purely with student help. 


The Memorial Hall which is being con- 
structed as a memorial for the pioneers cf 
Kansas and the Middle West is being partly 
built by student labor. Although friends of 
the school have been generous with their con- 
tributions towards the erection of the Me- 
morial Hall, the College has decided not to 
incur any deficit in constructing this build- 
ing that is to contain a dining hall, a social 
room, the college book store, North Newton 
post office, and a spacious auditorium. 

A number of families, friends, and rela- 
tives have already arranged to have pioneers, 
members of their families, the father, moth- 
er or both, remembered with bronze plates 
in the foyer of the Memorial Hall. 


Unlike those educational institutions: 
maintained by taxes, Bethel College during 
its fifty years of growth has been maintain- 
ed largely by contributions and sacrificial 
Giving. It isin reality a ““venturein Faith, en- 
couraged by Hope, and prospered by Charity.” 

An opportunity is being given during the 
Golden Anniversary Year for Individuals to 
express themselves in their faith in Chris- 
tian education as a foundation for all vo- 
cations by contributing in ways as follows: 

1. Days of labor.—2. Cash contributions. 
—3. Gifts of land, buildings, farm machin- 
ery, poultry, cows, pigs, sheep, grain, can- 
ned food, fence posts and wire, etc.—4. Be- 
quests in wills. These gifts may be speci- 
fied to be used in various ways: 1. To bal- 
ance the budget, which calls for $150,000 
annually.—2. For the Memorial Hall being 
built on the pay-as-you-go-plan.—3. As a pay- 
ment of indebtedness which has been reduced 
during depression years from $141,000 to 
$85,000.—4. For the J. W. Kliewer Memorial 
Fund ($50,000) to endow the teaching of 
peace and missions.—5. To improve the plant 
and equipment. 
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The Bethel College A Cappella Choir 


Singing its way the A Cappella Choir of 
Bethel College with its director, Professor 
Walter H. Hohmann, in its cultural contri- 
bution to America in the past three years 
has traveled over 14,000 miles in giving con- 
certs in the United States and Canada. From 
Saskatoon, Canada, in the north, Los Ange- 
les, California, in the west, to New York 
City, in the east, members of the choir have 
toured delighting thousands with their in- 
spiring programs of sacred and secular mu- 
sic. 

In the summer of 1937 the choir traveled 
through the eastern states, broadcasting over 
the NBC network in Chicago and Radio City, 
New York, and presenting concerts in Phila- 
delphia and the nation’s capital, Washington, 
D. C., where it was introduced by Senator 
Arthur Capper of Kansas. Making a tour of 
9,000 miles into Canada and through western 
states in 1935, the Bethel singers were award- 
ed a medal for their splendid performance 
at the California Pacific International Ex- 
position at San Diego. 

The concert group, besides giving distant 
engagements, annually makes smaller tours 
in Kansas and into neighboring states. The 


BETHEL COLLEGE A 


Choir also appears each year over various 
radio stations in Kansas. 

Every year Handel’s famous oratorio the 
“Messiah” is presented with the members of 
the A Cappella Choir serving as the core 
for the ensemble. Another musical event, 
the singing of DuBois’ “Seven Last Words 
of Christ” has become a tradition at Bethel 
College, when the Choir presents this mas- 
terpiece annually during the Easter season. 

This musical organization was organizea 
in 1928 with Walter H. Hohmann, professor 
of piano and organ, as the director. The 
members of the fifty-voice choir are chosen 
each year from the Bethel College student 
body after intensive voice try-outs. The 
group sings entirely without accompaniment. 
Each selection is carefully memorized so 
that the members give all their attention to 
the director to whose every movement the 
youthful singers respond as talented artists 
in some great symphony orchestra. 

The highest tribute that any musical or- 
ganization can receive is the request for re- 
appearances. From Canada and the Pacific 
and Atlantic coasts have come notes of 
appreciation and the hope that the A Cap- 
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pella Choir will in the future present return 
concerts. 


The Mennonite people being in general 
appreciative of music and musically inclined 
have found the Bethel College A Cappella 
Choir an avenue through which their young 
people can express the message of Christian- 
ity in song. The Mennonite church, if it has 
any contributions to make in the way of 
music, can only make this contribution in 
the rendition of church music, the singing 
of immortal hymns, and presentation of ora- 
tories and cantatas that glorify the Christ. 


Bluffton College 
Students 


“The object of Bluffton College shall be 
the promotion of higher Christian education. 
In the prosecution of this work, one of the 
chief aims shall be the education of young 
people for definite Christian work.” This 


is a quotation from the Code of Regulations. 


The report following sheds some light on 
what Bluffton College has done in this re- 
spect. ; 

About 1650 students attended Bluffton Col- 
lege between the years 1914, when several 
branches of the Mennonites united to re- 
organize Central Mennonite College of the 
Middle District into the larger Bluffton Col- 
lege, and 1937. Of this number over 700 
graduated, the remainder being in attendance 
for shorter periods of time. Where did these 
people come from? 

An element: that needs to be seriously 
reckoned with in the development of Bluff- 
ton College is the wide distribution of its 
constituency. As to the homes from which 
students have come, we find them scattered 
over more than a third of our states and 
several foreign countries. The proportional 
distribution is of interest. Over four hun- 
dred, or nearly twenty-five per cent have 
come distances exceeding a hundred miles, 
many from communities beyond four and 
five hundred miles. The remaining three- 
fourths come from closer by. A very goodly 
number came from within commuting dis- 
tances which speaks well for the college, and 
especially since two other institutions are 
less than twenty miles from Bluffton. 


Since seventy-five per cent of our students 
come from within the hundred-mile radius 
what does this mean for the college and the 
constituency it serves. Students that come 
from longer distances are mostly from Men- 
nonite homes, though some of them come 
from other denominations as a result of 
friendly contacts through present or former 
students. In good part this means that our 
own Mennonite young people from remote 
territory such as Pennsylvania, Dlinois, Io- 
wa and Missouri, come to Bluffton College 
because they have no Mennonite college 
closer by, or that they have their most in- 
timate church or family relations with the 
Bluffton group. 


On the other hand, there are relatively 
more non-Mennonite students coming from 
the hundred-mile zone than beyond. Our 
Bluffton alumni teaching in northern Ohio 
schools as well as other friends of the Col- 
lege are instrumental in directing young 
people hitherward, regardless of their church 
affiliation. The importance of a religious 
background, however, is emphasized. 


Our Mennonite students are strengthened 
in their own faith and from them come our 
future church leaders. For the rest of the 
students we have opportunity to do similarly. 
A Christian college has the opportunity to 
develop leaders in our country who will in- 
ject Christ’s principles into their life’s work, 
whatever that is. That, we think, is as im- 
portant today as any other endeavor of the 
Church. Such leadership, we think further, 
is being offered in the majority of cases in 
the various walks of life that these alumni 
and former students enter. 


A most interesting distribution of these 
1650 students lies in their church affiliation. 
Slightly over half were Mennonites from 
five different conferences. Of the remain- 
der, seventeen students or about one per 
cent were Catholics, about eight per cent 
were unknown. Methodists were in the lead 
among the Protestants other than Menno- 
nites, with nearly thirteen per cent. Pres- 
byterians followed with five, Reformed with 
four, and the Lutheran and Missionary 
churches with about three per cent each. 
The remaining fifth of the students scat- 
tered over ten other Protestant demonations. 
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An important service Bluffton College has 
rendered in building the Kingdom, we be- 
lieve to be the building of closer relationship 
between the different Mennonite groups. 
Over a hundred students of this twenty-five 
year period come from the American or Old 
Mennonites. This means over six per cent. 
The Defenseless churches sent about fifteen 
students and the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ a smaller number. The Central Con- 
ference had about seventy-five students, the 
Eastern District of the General Conference 
about sixty and the Middle District about 
five hundred or thirty-two per cent, while 
about forty came from other General Con- 
ference churches. 

This intermingling of the Mennonite young 
people, and with young people of other 
churches, as well as the cooperation of board 
members and other interested people from 
the different branches of the Mennonites, 
have helped to break down differences and 
tended toward a better understandiiig. It is 
our belief that Bluffton College has an im- 


1938 BLUFFTON COLLEGE GOSPEL TEAM 


THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


portant mission to fulfill in this field of 
endeavor. 

A considerable proportion of the seven 
hundred alumni have continued their stud- 
ies in graduate schools. Thirty have received 


Ph. D’s, sixty-three more A. M.’s; twenty- 


three have secured B. D.’s, and fifteen M. 
D.’s. As to vocations we find over forty 
per cent as educators, about ten per cent 
in religious work, and about six per cent 
in other professions. 

On the present Bluffton College faculty 
all the above mentioned branches of Men- 
nonites are represented; in fact, all full- 
time teachers are Mennonites except one 
who is a Methodist. 


The approximately 200 regular college stu- 
dents of this year (1938-39), which is an ap- 
preciable increase over last year, shows thir- 
ty-eight per cent coming from communities 
over a hundred miles distant. Distribution 


along religious lines continues about as in 
past years. 


J. S. Schultz, Dean. 
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FREEMAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Through God’s Grace we were permitted 
to finish the 35th year of our school’s exis- 
tence. In many respects the last school year 
was a very successful one. The future 
seems much brighter. Among the more 
hopeful signs are the following: 

1. The enrollment, 148 in all, held its own 
over last year in spite of the fact that the 
tuition rates were raised for both the high 
School and college departments. The col- 
lege enrollment: was 61, and the high school 
enrollment was 87. 

2. College students came from a wider 
area. Our enrollment, while still pretty 
largely localized as far as states are concern- 
ed, gave evidence of reaching out to more 
of the surrounding towns. There were at 
least five valedictorians among our fresh- 
men students. 

3. The Normal Department is sending out 
successful teachers into many parts of the 
State. Of last year’s graduates of this de- 
partment all were placed who had planned 
to teach. Most of this year’s 34 Normal 
Graduates will be placed before the new 
school year begins. (Better than 90 per 
cent were placed in June). 


4. Our radio broadcasts over station 
WNAX (Yankton) every Sunday afternoon 
from 3:45-4:00 continued throughout the 
school year. Many favorable comments have 
been received. The programs are to be con- 
tinued during the summer months by means 
of electrical transcriptions. These recordings 
were made at Lincoln, Nebraska, and feature 
programs by our A Cappella Choir and 
other smaller groups. 


5. The A Cappella Choir, under the direc- 
tion of Gerhard Toews, made a successful 
tour into Nebraska and Kansas. The high 
school musical organizations made fine 
showings at the district and state music 
contests. The girl’s glee club received a 
first rating at the state contest. 

6. Our Junior College Department has 
been recommended for a two year period 
of accreditment by the State University, 
instead of one as formerly. To quote from 
the official report of the examiner: “We 
believe that the institution is on a firmer 
basis than it has been for some years. . .” 


This gives us’much cause for rejoicing. ‘ 

7. Our donations during the year have 
amounted to more than $5,000. While some 
of this has come from Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Minnesota, the larger portion has come 
from drought-stricken South Dakota, an in- 
dication that we have sympathetic friends in 
other states and also that the people of 
South Dakota are beginning more and more 
to appreciate the real worth of the institu- 
tion.—_J. D. Unruh, President. 


THE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE 

This Institute is situated at the extreme ° 
northwest corner of the little village of Gret- 
na, Man., half a mile from the international 
boundary. 

The school was founded some 48 years 
ago by a group of intellectually advanced 
and spiritually minded Mennonites of south- 
ern Manitoba, who saw the crying need for 
the education of their children in the tradi- 
tions of their forefathers by giving them 
adequate instruction in Religion and Ger- 
man, the mother tongue of the Mennonites. 


Although the great Mennonite Reserves of 
southern Manitoba could have served as an 
ideal background for the development of 
their own educational institution, the growth 
of the Mennonite Collegiate Institute has 
been slow and so far it has had a hard time 
in maintaining its existence. The number of 
loyal supporters of the school has been 
small all through the years. If it had not 
been for the unselfish work of the late prin- 
cipal, H. H. Ewert, the Institute would have 
been forced to close its doors many years 
ago. 

At the present time, the school is officially 
maintained by the Manitoba Mennonite Con- 
ference, comprising less than half of the 
Mennonite communities of Manitoba. At this 
year’s gathering the resolution was passed, 
that following the example of previous 
years, the financial support of the school 
should be based on free contributions and 
collections. In other words, the school is 
placed on a missionary basis and is wholly 
dependent on the good-will and the readiness 
to make sacrifices, of the surrounding com- 
munities. 
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The school has been and still is of ines- 
timable worth to the Mennonite communi- 
ties of Manitoba, although this fact is not yet 
realized by the majority of the Mennonite 
people of this province. The majority of 
the Mennonite teachers of Manitoba and 
quite a number in other provinces are grad- 
uates of this school, and many preachers 
and community workers have obtained the 
chief part of their education in this Insti- 
tute. 

The school places considerable emphasis 
on the teaching of the doctrines of the Men- 
nonite Church and on the instruction in the 
German language. The spirit of the Insti- 
tute is fundamentally Christian. In addi- 
tion to the regular religious instruction in 
the class rooms, the Christian spirit is man- 
taned through the daily morning services, 
the Sunday School, the choir practices, the 
young people’s religious programs, the year- 
ly Bible Week, etc. 

The school is provided with separate dor- 
mitories for boys and girls and the life of 
the students is adequately supervised. As 
the Institute is teaching all the high school 
subjects of grades IX, X, XI, and XII, the 
Department of Education has recognized it 
as a special examination center and our stu- 
dents may write their examinations at their 
own school. 


Our last year’s enrollment was 80; 60 boys 
and 20 girls. This is, perhaps, the highest 
number of students, which the school can 
adequately accommodate in its rooms. 

G. H. Peters, Principal. 


THE GERMAN-ENGLISH ACADEMY 
Rosthern, Sask. 


It was on the 21st of October 1905 when 
steps were first taken to establish a school 
of our own where teachers were to be edu- 
cated for public schools in the Mennonite 
settlements of Saskatchewan. Since suitable 
teachers for both English and German were 
not available, it was resolved to start the 
school in a rented boarding house, with Bro. 
Hermann Fast, who had a very good German 
education in Russia, as teacher, and to con- 
fine our efforts to German and Religion 
for six months in that year. 

For the next year the undersigned was 


asked to resign from the school at Eigen- 
heim and to accept a position in the newly 
organized school at Rosthern. I accepted the 
call and it was my work for the next fifteen 
years to teach during the winter months and 
collect money for the school during the sum- 
mer. For a number of years Mrs. Jeanette 
Thompson was a very able assistant in the 
school. Later on the course was extended 
and for a while three teachers were doing 
the work in the Academy. We did work 
according to the curriculum of the Province 
of Saskatchewan for Life Certificates and 
the attempt was also to give the students 
a fair knowledge in German and religious 
subjects. 


The aim of the school from the very be- 
ginning was to educate teachers who would 
be able to teach the children in the English 
language, in all the subjects prescribed by 
the Department of Education and also be 
able to teach in the Sunday Schools and 
eventually serve the churches as ministers. 

In 1908 a new brick building was erected 
at Rosthern, Sask., and some years later a 
dormitory was erected where students had 
their lodging and board. 


Most of our teachers have come from the 
University of Saskatchewan, some of them 
from Bethel College, a few from Bluffton 
College and from Goshen College. The prin- 
cipal of our school for this year is K. G. 
Toews, Rosthern. 


Many of the graduates from our school 
are teaching in the public schools. We 
have about one hundred public schools in 
our Mennonite settlements of Saskatchewan. 
All these are supplied with graduates from 
our Academy. A great number are en- 
gaged in Sunday School and church work; 
some have gone to the foreign mission field, 
both in our Conference and in other Menno- 
nite conferences, and a goodly number have 
continued their studies in universities and 
colleges and are now occupying positions in 
higher educational work. 

At present our school is working under 
great difficulties owing to various circum- 
stances, poor crops, low prices for farm 
products and the general depression that we 
are all undergoing at the present time. 


David Toews. 
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THE OKLAHOMA BIBLE ACADEMY 


Located at Meno, Oklahoma, has two ob- 
jectives for its chief aim: 


I. The four year high school course being 
accredited by the state, the school aims at 
thorough work and high scholastic attain- 
ment. With the high school course the stu- 
dents get one unit of systematic Bible study 
each year, so that on graduation they have 
four units of Bible beside their high school 
work. This gives them an excellent founda- 
tion and preparation for higher education. 


II. The school offers two and three year 
very thorough Bible courses which aim to 
give a general Bible training for Christian 
life and activities in home, Sunday School, 
and church work, and forms a splendid 
ground work for advanced Bible training. 


The high school graduates who have had 
four units of Bible, on graduation can finish 
the O. B. A. two year Bible course in one 
more year, while others that have not had 
Bible before, and who need to take some 
regular high school subjects will take two 
years for graduation. 


Students that wish to take the third year 
of Bible must meet all the requirements of 
the two year course and be qualified to do 
advanced work. 

The Bible subjects from which the two 
and three year Bible courses are taken cover 
the entire Bible quite thoroughly and in- 
clude in addition, Evangelism, Doctrine, New 
Testament Greek, Church History, Menno- 
nite History, Special Bible Course and Bible 
Conference, making 14 groups in all. 

In connection with the above regular Bible 
courses, the school offers a special six weeks 
Bible course for those who by reason of oc- 
cupation or limited means cannot avail them- 
selves of the regular Bible courses. This 
special Bible course ends with a one week 
Bible conference which is always well at- 
tended by the general public. 

Last year we had 53 high school students, 
12 regular Bible students, and 15 special 
Bible course students, making a total enroll- 
ment of 80. 

Our school emphasizes the personal re- 
lationship and close walk of the students 
with the Christ of the Scriptures, and en- 
courages personal work and testimony, for 


which street services, visitation in the homes 
of the aged and sick, and in hospitals and 
jail, offers the best opportunities and makes 
the Bible training very practical. 

J. B. Frey, Principal. 





OUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


Bethel College (1887)—North Newton. 
Edmund G. Kaufman, Ph. D., President. 
ment 1937-38: 469. 

Bluffton College (1900)—Bluffton. Ohio. Lloyd 
Ramseyer, Ph. D., President. Enrollment 1937-38: 
200. 

Freeman Junior College—Freeman. South Dako- 
ta. John D. Unruh, A. M., President. Enrollment 
1937-38: 149—61 college; 87 high school. 

Witmarsum Theological Seminary — Bluffton, 
Ohio... (has not been open since 1930). Rev. E. 
Troyer, Carlock, Ill... President of Board of Trus- 
tees. 

Mennonite Collegiate Institute, Gretna. Manitoba. 
Principal, Gerhart Peters. Enrollment 1937-38: 80— 
60 boys, 20 girls. 

German-English 
wan, Canada. 

Oklahoma Bible Academy, Meno, Oklahoma (1911) 
—Principal, Rev. J. B. Frey. Enrollment 1937-38: 
80. 

The Mennonites of Canada maintain fifteen local 
Bible Schools in the provinces of Manitoba, On- 
tario, Saskatchewan. Alberta and British Columbia. 
These are mostly for only a five months term. 

Bible Schools are maintained by congregations in 
Mountain Lake, Minn., Henderson and Beatrice, 
Nebraska; Dallas, Oregon and Lustre, Montana. 


MENNONITE HOMES AND HOSPITALS 


Kansas. 
Enroll- 


Saskatche- 


Rosthern. 


Academy, 


These institutions are controlled by independent 
corporations excepting the Home for the Aged in 
Frederick, Fa., which is owned and supported by 
the Eastern District Conference. 

Homes for the Aged 

1. 1896—Mennonite Home for the Aged, Frederick, 
Pennsylvania. Williams, Babel, Superintendent, 
Has 28 guest :ooms. 

2. 1899—Bethesda Home for the Aged, Goessel, 
Kansas. Miss Margaretha Richert, Sister in charge. 
Capacity 25 guests. Need more room. 

3. 1918—Old People’s Home of the Bergthaler 
Mennonite Congregation, Gretna, Manitoba. Johann 
Buhr, Superintendent. 

4, 1921—Bethel Home for the 
Lake, Minn., Miss Margaret 
charge. Capacity 17 guests. 

5. 1925—Bethel Home for the Aged, Newton, Kan- 
sas, Miss Helena Entz, Sister in charge. Capacity 
35 guests. 


Aged, 
Janzen, 


Mountain 
Sister in 


Girls’ Homes in Canada 

1. 1926—Mennonite Girls’ Home, 412 Bannatyne 
Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Miss Helena 
Epp, Superintendent. 

2. 1936—Mennonite Girls’ Home, 2331 W. 47th 
Ave., Vancouver, B. C., Canada. Rev. Jacob Wiens, 
Superintendent. 

3. Mennonite Girls’ Home, Saskatoon, Sask., Can- 
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ada. Rev. J. J. Thiessen, Superintendent. 
Hospitals and Deaconess Homes 

1. 1900—Bethesda Hospital, Goessel, Kansas. Tena 
Heinrichs, R. N., in charge. Capacity 15 beds, 5 
bassinets. 

2. 1905—Bethel Hespital and Deaconess Home, 
Mountain Lake, Minn. Marie Toews, R. N., Super- 
intendent. Bed capacity 25. Nursing staff 8. 

3. 1908—Bethel Hospital and Deaconess Home, 
Newton, Kansas. Sister Frieda Kaufman, Super- 
intendent. Bed capacity after enlargement is made, 
73, 12 bassinets. Sisters in Sisterhood, 32. Sisters 
active in hospital service, 21, five serving in Bethel 
Home for Aged, 2 retired and 4 in other service. 

4. 1911—Mennonite Deaconess Home and Hospi- 
tal, Beatrice, Nebraska. Sister Sarah Rempel, 
R. N., Sister in charge. Bed capacity 30. 7 dea- 
conesses. 

5. 1917—Salem Deaconess Home 
Salem; Oregon. Franz F. Wedel, 

6. 1920—Bluffton Community Hospital, Bluffton, 
Ohio. Property belongs to municipality. Seven 
of the nine Board members are Mennonites. Bed 
capacity 20, + bassinets. Stella Burkholder, Super- 
intendent, 

7. 1927—Concordia Mennonite Hospital, 437 Desa- 
laberry St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Sister 
Magdalene Wiebe, Superintendent. Bed capacity 
40 and 10 bassinets. Can not teach student nurses 
as Manitoba laws require a 100 bed capacity to 
conduct a training school. 

These hospitals are not all fully controlled by 
General Conference Mennonites. 


and Hospital, 
Superintendent. 


In Memoriam 


J. W. KLIEWER 


AN APPRECIATION 


My first impression of John W. Kliewer 
dates back to 1890 when, as a young man 
of 21, he entered the Halstead Seminary as 
a student. I was then a lad in my early 
teens. At that age one observes keenly and 
judges rather critically. He attracted my 
attention because of his bearing. He seemed 
to know what he wanted and how to go 
about getting it. There was an inviting 
dignity about him which came from the 
inside. So far as I can remember, we did 
not speak to each other until about two years 
later, but he made a deep impression upon 
me. 

He was my teacher for a few days at a 
German school held at the Seminary under 


the supervision of Prof. H. H. Ewert. My 
health was so poor at the time that I was 
compelled to leave the school. He asked 
me about my condition in a way which was 
both searching and sympathetic. That has 
also remained with me through the years. 

During the time when he taught in the 
Halstead, Kansas schools, I was a student 
in the high school. That brought us into 
close contact, especially because of the fact 
that he induced me to attend a lecture course 
of unusual quality and standards which was 
being offered at Newton at that time. We 
often met on these occasion while driving 
back and forth in order to attend the lec- 
tures. The gulf of years was still evident, 
so far as I was concerned, though not at all 
uncomfortably so. I observed him closely 
and learned to know and admire his prin- 
ciples. 

When he learned that I was planning to 
continue my schooling, he wrote me to be- 
come his successor as student pastor at 
Woodburn, Indiana. This would have meant 
attending Garrett Biblical Institute and go- 
ing to Woodburn once a month to preach to 
a small group of people, mostly from Berne, 
Indiana, I believe. That letter meant more 
to me than I can express. All arrange- 
ments were made for me to undertake this 
work in the fall of 1901, but I never saw 
Woodburn, except when passing through the 
town in a raging blizzard one day on a fast 
mail train, while escorting two sick friends 
from Oberlin, Ohio to Berne, Indiana. The 
why of this has never been explained but 
the impressions which I gained of Brother 
Kliewer during those months of considera- 
tion and planning have never been blotted 
out—and never will. 


When the way opened for me to continue 
my studies in the fall of 1902, Brother 
Kliewer arranged for me to serve as student 
pastor at Sterling, Ohio, whither I came 
for two years from Berea and one year 
from Oberlin, Ohio. During part of that 
time he ministered at Wadsworth, Ohio, and 
the rest of the time at Berne, Indiana. He 
was a member of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee of the Middle District Conference at 
the time. This brought us into close touch 
with each other and gave us many oppor- 
tunities to really learn to know each other. 
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I felt more free toward him and he treated 
me as a real co-worker. The relationship 
of these years was directly responsible for 
his call to Bethel College about a decade 
later. 

In the years which followed I saw the 
teacher, the father, the minister, the execu- 
tive and the man of public affairs under 
all kinds of conditions. He was often tried 
to the breaking point. Usually, he met un- 
toward conditions with the poise which im- 
pressed me so deeply at first. There were 
things which he could do better than other 
things which were thrust upon him, but he 
always tried to do, whatever he undertook, 
well. Sometimes this was done at a great 
price, as those who knew him more inti- 
mately saw full well. 

He shall always stand out in my mind 
as a great preacher. He worked hard and 
thought deeply before he assumed the obli- 
gation of taking the time of people who 
had come to worship. He stressed the prac- 
tical and avoided the controversial. To him 
Religion meant Life, i. e. a right relationship 
with God and one’s fellow human beings. 
That is why his sermons and other public 
addresses were so revealing, so inspiring 
and so helpful. 

Naturally, a man of his parts would have 
many positions offered to him—sometimes 


thrust upon him. Thus does the spirit of * 


the world, even in our churches, try to 
“honor” a man who wants to serve, because 
he loves God and sees the needs of men— 
and tries to meet these needs. Such “hon- 
ors” too often lead to heart-breaking and 
health-breaking experiences. 

I have not tried to list the various public 
duties which my friend and co-worker per- 
formed, They are a matter of public knowl- 
edge. To enumerate them would seem tri- 
vial in the light of our relationship and en- 
tirely beside the point in the light of the 
way he lived and served. 

Brother Kliewer entered upon his work 
quietly, behaved himself like a Christian 
gentleman and then passed out quietly. He 
was always himself and tried seriously to 
be himself at his best. Somehow, God al- 
ways achieves something worthwhile when 
such a man has answered His call. 

J. H. Langenwalter. 


J. W. Kliewer 


A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE STORY 
OF REV. NATHANIEL BERTOLET GRUBB 


Born July 6th 1850—Died April 25th, 1938 
Age 87 years 9 months 19 days 


His parents, Silas and Elizabeth (Bertolet) 
Grubb, lived in Frederick Township, Mont- 
gomery Co., Pennsylvania, and were of the 
sturdy Pennsylvania Dutch Mennonite stock, 
who always made the Lord and His Church 
the first consideration in their life. 


He made public profession of his faith 
in Christ and through the rite of baptism 
was received into the membership of the 
Schwenksville Mennonite Church by Rev. 
Moses Gottshall, in May 1865. 

In 1872 he was joined in marriage with 
Salome C. Gottshall. To them were born 
six children, three died in their early years. 
Three sons grew to mature manhood, one, 
Rev. William H. Grubb, surviving his father. 
His oldest son Dr. Silas M. Grubb preceded 
him in death by a few months and his young- 
est son Wallace, by about twelve months. 
Mrs. Grubb passed to her eternal reward 
February 19th, 1915. 





26 THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


May 9, 1872, the Schwenksville Congrega- 
tion unanimously elected Rev. Grubb as as- 
sistant to Elder Moses Gottshall, and on June 
30 he received his ordination to the ministry. 
After his call and ordination to the ministry 
he felt the need of more preparation, where- 
upon he entered the Mennonite Seminary at 
Wadsworth, Ohio. He served as assistant to 
Rev. Gottshall for ten years. 

During the first ten-year period of his 
ministry he preached at a number of places, 
helping wherever he was called upon to 
preach. For the months of July, August and 
September, 1882, he supplied the pulpit of 
the First Church of Philadelphia. At the 
close of this supply period the Congregation 
extended a formal call to become their per- 
manent Pastor. This call was accepted and 
he entered upon this new Pastoral relation- 
ship October 1st, 1882. He served the First 
Church of Philadelphia faithfully and con- 
tinuously until January 1921 when he retired 
from the active service. At the time of re- 
tirement he was elected Pastor Emeritus 
with pension fixed for life at $65.00 per 
month maximum and $45.00 minimum, ac- 


cording to the congregation’s ability to pay. 
The lowest paid during the entire period 
was $65.00 per month. 

In addition to his regular work at the 
First Church, preaching twice every Sunday, 
he found time and pleasure in establishing 


other preaching points. Notably among 
these places was Souderton, where he held 
services in a hall for awhile. Here we now 
have the largest congregation in the Eastern 
District Conference. 

For a time he was editor of the Menno- 
nite, which was established in 1887. He and 
Rev. A. M. Fretz were among the real or- 
ganizers and promoters of this great for- 
ward step. For a number of years he edited 
the Mennonite Year Book and Almanac. He 
was the prime mover in the establishment 
of the Mennonite Home for the Aged at Fre- 
derick, Montgomery Co., Pa., and served on 
the Board of Managers for thirty years. 

Other activities: For six years he served 
on the Board of Trustees of Bethel College. 
Thirty-nine years he served on the Publica- 
tion Board of the General Conference and 
for the most part was its chairman. He 
represented the Mennonite Church on the 


Board of Trustees of the United Society of 
Christian Endeavor for twenty-four years. 

Forward steps. He was ever wide awake 
to possibilities for a larger work, blazing 
the way of progress for others to follow. 
In 1886, at the May Conference, he suggested 
it were well if Ministers of the Conference 
would meet once or twice a year to discuss 
topics pertaining to Doctrine and the work 
of the Church. This suggestion was accepted 
and today we have the four quarterly Minis- 
terial meetings as the result. He was a 
prime mover in the establishing of our 
Eastern District Sunday School Convention 
in 1876. His interest was also keen for a 
Christian Endeavor or Young People’s Con- 
vention. In 1896 the first one of these Con- 
ventions was held in Bethany Church, Quak- 
ertown, Pa. 

When Grubb assumed the Pastorate of 
the First Church, Philadelphia, the listed 
membership was about seventy-five. Dur- 
ing the thirty-eight years and three months 
of his Pastorate new members were added 
at the rate of twenty-six each year, and 
over one thousand altogether. His life in 
the First Church summarizes thus: he 
preached 7,754 sermons, married 550 couples, 
consecrated 406 children, and officiated at 
1,373 funerals. 

Note—Most of the material used in this 
life sketch was gleaned from Rev. Grubb’s 
own writings. 

(As a personal testimony to Rev. Grubb’s 
busy and useful life, may I say that on 
April 28, 1892, the First Church elected me 
a Deacon which office I still hold. From 
this you can see that I was long in close 
touch with Rev. Grubb and in brief can say 
without exception each contact was an in- 
spiration. He was methodical in all his 
endeavors to the minutest detail. I recall 
that he used to say he was never late and 
never missed an appointment. May his 
memory linger with us long and ever be an 
inspiration in all that is good.) 

—Joseph B. Betchtel. 





PAUL R. AESCHLIMAN 
Paul R. Aeschliman, son of Christ P. and 
Julia (Roulet) Aeschliman, was born near 
Brenets in Canton Neuchatel, (Neuburg) 
Switzerland, on October 25, 1862. He was 
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one of a family of twelve children. His 
education in the schools of Switzerland was 
in French, with some religious training in 
the German language. 


As a young man of 22, he came to America 
in 1884, in company with several of his 
brothers and other. young associates, locat- 
ing for the time at Pulaski, Iowa. Here he 
manifested an interest in the religious ac- 
tivities of the church and was received into 
the membership of the Mennonite church by 
Rev. P. Roulet. About two years later he 
became interested in the new settlements in 
the state of Washington and in November 
1886, with others, came to Washington terri- 
tory to seek a new location. 


Not having had the opportunity to receive 
the education he desired, and finding him- 
self somewhat lost without a working knowl- 
edge of the German and English languages 
he entered Halstead Seminary at Halstead, 
Kansas, in 1891, studying there for two 
years. 


On August 25, 1892, he was united in 
marriage with Phoebe Dieffenbach, at Pulas- 
ki, Iowa, and together they came to Wash- 
ington to make their home and to engage 
in farming in Whitman county. 


By this time a group of Mennonite people 
had located in southern Whitman county. 
July 1, 1893 they met in a private home 
for the purpose of organizing a congrega- 
tion. Rev. J. B. Baer, Field Secretary of the 
General Conference, presided at the meeting. 
Twenty-four individuals became the Charter 
members, and at this meeting they elected 
Paul R. Aeschliman as their pastor. On the 
following day he was ordained to the Gospel 
ministry and the eldership in the congrega- 
tion, the service being held in a primitive 
school house. 


His ministry however extended far be- 
yond the bounds of this congregation. He 
served as a member of the Home Mission 
Board of the General Conference as well as 
on various committees from time to time. 
He was the first Pacific District Conference 
president, elected at its first session in May, 
1896. Rev. Aeschliman has been actively con- 
nected with this Conference for a longer per- 
iod of time than any other minister in the 42 
years of its history. He served in executive 


Paul R. Aeschliman 


capacities throughout his ministry, his latest 
activity being in the Evangelization Commit- 
tee. In this field he was singularly used of 
God in the establishment of new congrega- 
tions being directly or indirectly instrumen- 
tal in the organization of the large majori- 
ty of the present 15 congregations compris- 
ing the Pacific District Conference. At least 
twelve young men were ordained to the Gos- 
pel ministry by him. He officiated at a 
large number of marriages and was called 
upon to serve at a large number of funerals, 
speaking words of comfort to many. ~ 


He served the Mennonite church near Col- 
fax, Washington, as pastor over 43 years, 
and upon his retirement from the active 
pastorate in October 1936, he was made Pas- 
tor Emeritus in recognition of his many 
years of faithful and sacrificial service. He 
was a wise and cherished counselor and 
found great joy in the service of the Master. 

After a brief illness of pneumonia and 
complications he very suddenly went home 
to glory on March 19, 1938, at the age of 
75 years, 4 months and 22 days. Now his 
work is ended, he has entered into well de- 
served rest. He leaves to mourn his depart- 
ure his bereaved companion, one daughter 
Beulah, Mrs. Lynn Wright, LaGrand, Ore., 
one son Rupert, Colfax, Wash., four grand- 
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children, two brothers, Fred and Ernest, Col- 
fax., and one sister, Mrs. Rose Rubin, Pull- 
man Wash., beside a host of relatives, friends 
and neighbors. 


Funeral services were conducated at the 
church he had served so long on March 22, 
1938 by Rev. M. J. Galle and Rev. W. Harley 
King, his successor. Six other ministers of 
the gospel, fellow laborers attended in a 
body. 


SAMUEL M. MUSSELMAN 


Samuel Moyer Musselman was born near 
Steinsburg, Pennsylvania, October 16, 1875, 
and died at Hillsboro, Kansas, July 29, 1938. 
He was the son of Christian and Barbara 
Moyer Musselman and inherited from both 
sides of the family a tradition of church 
service. His father, Christian Musselman, 


was for many years an important figure in 
the West Swamp Mennonite Church. 


His education was received in the local 
public schools, at Westchester Teachers’ Col- 
lege and Perkiomen Seminary (now Per- 
kiomen Boys’ School), then under the direc- 
tion of the Schwendfelders. After several 
years of teaching he entered the Reformed 
Episcopal Seminary in Philadelphia. He 
completed his work there and also studied 
for a term in Princeton Theological Semin- 
ary. Because of his training in the Episco- 
pal Seminary, he received at various times 
during his ministerial career, invitations to 
become a minister in the Reformed Episco- 
pal church. Believing his specific task lay 
with his own people, he declined each offer 
and brought to the General Conference of 
Mennonites some of the best trained and 
most single-hearted leadership it has had.— 
He was ordained to the ministry in the First 
Mennonite Church of Philadelphia by Rev. 
N. B. Grubb, who not many months later 
read the wedding ceremony for Minerva A. 
Landis of that congregation and the recently 
ordained minister. Together they served the 
Mennonite church for thirty-six years. 

As a student in Philaedlphia he had been 
pastor of the Germantown Church. His 
other pastorates were: Wayland and Eicher 
Churches in Iowa; First Mennonite, Bluff- 
ton, Ohio; First Mennonite, Pretty Prairie, 


Samuel E. Musselman 


Kansas; First Mennonite, Wicnita, Kansas; 
Johannestal, Hillsboro, Kansas. 


During the early years of his ministry 
he served on the Board of Trustees of Cen- 
tral Mennonite College, now Bluffton Col- 
lege. He consistently supported the church's 
attempt to achieve effective higher education 
for its young people. He also served on the 
faculty of Witmarsum Seminary. 

For a considerable time he was connected 
with the Foreign Mission Board of the Gen- 
eral Conference, serving as Candidate Secre- 
tary. In this work he found some of the 
keenest delight of his ministry and poured 
into it some of his best labor. Some of our 
ablest missionaries on the field today are 
there because of his efforts. In the Western 
District Conference he served on the Home 
Missions Committee from 1934 to his death. 

In common with many of his fellow work- 
ers he has experienced the peculiar trials and 
sorrows that are part of the Mennonite 
Church. He received them without bitter- 
ness. The greatness of his spirit, the calm- 
ness with which he could analyze situations, 
his willingness to throw his strength on the 
side he believed right, made him a valuable 
leader. Those who know him best know 
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of his undying assurance that “God still 
lives.” In that faith he lived, bore his bur- 
dens, built up his congregations, and in that 
faith he too “passed over the river—and all 
the trumpets sounded on the other side.” 
“Through such lives alone God, stooping 
shows enough of His light for us in the 
dark to rise by.” 
Vivienne Musselman. 


SILAS M. GRUBB 


SILAS MANASSES GRUBB, D. D., was 
born at Frederick, Montgomery County, 
Pennsulvania on October 1, 1873, the eldest 
son of Rev. Nathaniel Bertolet Grubb and 
Salome C. Gotshall-Grubb. When a young 
child, his parents moved to the city of 
Philadelphia, Penna., where he grew up 
and spent his life. He received his training 
in the city schools, Ursinus College Prepara- 
tory School, Collegeville, Penna.; Temple 
College (now Temple University) Philadl- 
phia, Penna.; Theological Seminary, Re- 


formed Episcopal Church, and received the 
honory degree of Doctor of Divinity at Bluff- 


ton College, Ohio, 1932. 


He was baptised upon the confession of 
his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, April 8, 
1887, by his father, and joined the First Men- 
nonite Church, Philadelphia. In 1899 he 
was united in marriage with Katherine Roth. 
He was licensed as an evangelist by the 
Eastern District Conference. While pursu- 
ing his studies at the Reformed Episcopal 
Seminary, he supplied the pulpit in the Old 
Germantown Mennonite Church, 1895-1898. 
He was ordained to the ministry on May 26, 
1897. After completing his seminary course 
he accepted the call of the Second Menno- 
nite Church in Philadelphia, upon its or- 
ganization in May, 1899. On January 4, 1907, 
he was ordained to the office of Elder by 
request of his church. He remained the 
faithful and only pastor the church has had 
since its organization. During these years 
the Second Mennonite Church has grown to 
an independent congregation with a mem- 
bership of 200. These and many others 
have learned to know and love him through 
all these years and will sadly miss him. 

Dr. Grubb in the upbuilding of God’s 
Kingdom was privileged to serve in many 


ways with the talents entrusted to him, not 
only in the home congregation, but also for 
the entire demonination. He was Chairman 
of the Eastern District Conference 1905-1906; 
Secretary of the Conference 1911-1912; a 
member of the Board of Education of the 
General Conference 1911-1920, 


In 1914, at the General Conference held at 
Meno, Oklahoma, he was engaged as Edi- 
tor of “The Mennonite.” The work of edit- 
ing the church paper has given him the 
privilege of corresponding with many people 
in many Mennonite congregations, and he 
treasured this opportunity, since it brought 
him many new friends; has given him an 
insight into conditions that existed in the 
church that he could never have known 
otherwise. Editing this paper was a work 
which was very close to his heart and one 
of the joys of his life. When he had to lay 
down his editorial pen in December 1936, 
due to failing health, he regretted very deep- 
ly severing his connections with the work. 
On November 10, 1936, he was agreeably 
surprised with a testimonal dinner arranged 
by the Board of Publication of the General 
Conference, honoring him for his more than 
twenty-five years as editor of the paper. 
During the period of his editorship, the 
paper has grown in its appearance and cir- 
culation. It was partially through this con- 
tact, and by the aid of his father who in 
his many travels had collected many valu- 
able documents, that there was in Dr. 
Grubb’s study a large collection of historical 
value. This wonderful library, which is one 
of the most valuable to the Mennonites, has 
been willed to Bluffton College, Ohio. 


His research files containing much data 
of historical importance both regarding the 
Mennonite church and the communities in 
which the Eastern District conference is 
located, were in constant demand by many 
historians and other writers to whom such 
information was not available elsewhere. 


Dr. Grubb had been failing in his health 
for several years, but he fought bravely 
to regain his full strength. On Saturday, 
February 5th, he and Mrs. Grubb had been 
out for dinner with some old friends. Upon 
coming home he said to Mrs. Grubb, “I en- 
joyed the fellowship so much, I really should 
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go out more. I think it would do me good.” 
Early Sunday morning he took critically ill 
and passed to his eternal reward rather sud- 
denly on February 6th, 1938, at 9:15 a. m. 
He reached the age of 64 years, 4 months 
and 5 days. 

He is survived by his wife, who has stood 
by him and faithfully served with him, a 
son, Robert R.; one brother, Rev. William 
H. Grubb of Dwight, Illinois; many rela- 
tices and friends, and a sorrowing congre- 
gation. 

Dr. Grubb had arranged the order of his 
funeral service several years ago and it was 
carried out as arranged. The services were 
held Thursday, February 10, at 2 o’clock 
That he was a beloved pastor and friend 
was indicated by the large audience at the 
service. The services were conducted by 
Rev. J. J. Plenert, assisted by Rev. Freeman 
H. Swartz. 


REV. A. A. WIEBE 


REV. A. A. WIEBE, worn in the village of 
Marienthal, South Russia, on September 26, 
1861. 

At the age of 14 years he emigrated to 
America with his parents and two sisters. 
They arrived in Mountain Lake, Minn., on 
August 4, 1875. Almost immediately his par- 
ents purchased a farm in the Delft vicinity, 
where he as a youth, assisted them with 
farming. 

In the year 1882, he was baptized in the 
Bergfelder church by Elder Aaron Wall, 
upon confession of faith and accepted as a 
member of the congregation, which member- 
ship he retained until his end, 

In November 27, 1883, he was united in 
marriage with Sara Unruh, a union in which 
he shared joys and sorrows for 54 years, 
1 month and 8 days. This union was blessed 
with 13 children, of which 3 sons and 1 
daughter have preceded him in death. 

He answered the Lord’s call to become a 
minister of the gospel of the Bergflder 
church in the year 1900. On December 28 
of the same year, he was ordained by Elder 
Heinrich Quiring. December 29, 1937, an 
attack of pneumonia set in, and after a 
seven-day siege of serious illness, he was 
called to his Maker, January 5, 1938. 


A. A. Wiebe 





LOUIS H. GLASS 


Rev. Glass was born on June 24, 1864, in 
McKee’s Gap, near Altoona, Penna., and 
lived his entire life in that section. For fif- 
ty-one years he was in the service of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in Altoona. For for- 
ty-one years he was an engineer. At the 
time of his retirement from that service, a 
fine testimonial was given him by his fellow- 
employees and the Company. Mention was 
made of his splendid record, his fine charac- 
ter and devout Christian life and the fact 
that he had been an inspiration to all who 
came in contact with him in his long ser- 
vice. 

His religious life began at eight in the 
Methodist Church. He was a class leader, 
Bible school teacher and local minister in 
that Church. Later he became a fully or- 
dained minister in the Mennonite Church 
and served as pastor of the Aitoona Mission 
Church for over twelve years, until obliged 
to retire because of impaired health in 1936, 
Throughout his entire career he was active 
in religious work. He was a minister of 
unusual inspiration and ability and was the 
means of leading many to know the Lord. 
His work has. been largely among railroad 
men. He passed away on June 16, 1938, 
within eight days of his 74th birthday. 





THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 31 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH 
SESSION OF GENERAL CONFERENCE 


As one looks back on the days spent in 
Saskatoon, there are shades and contrasts 
in one’s mind. They seem to deepen as one 
dwells upon them. There were highlights 
which seem to stand out very bold and clear. 
Shadows which are deep and dark. But all 
of it a pleasant whole. It is to reconstruct 
these impressions that this article is com- 
posed, with a prayer that it may still farther 
enhance the rich blessing that the days in 
Saskatoon have been to the General Con- 
ference of Mennonite Churches of North 
America—(A union now more vividly real 
than ever before!) 


Without question the choir, was the high- 
est light in the whole seven days. The 
singing of those 250 Canadians under the 
leadership of Prof. Petkan may not have 
been as colorful as Handel’s Messiah at 
Berne in ’26, nor as dramatic as Hutchinson, 
but in the mind of this visitor, it rose to a 
new high in the finesse of tenderness and 
It had elements of mellowness 


pathos. 
which spring from more than mere musical 


culture. It was the expression of the soul 
of the people. A people who tasted all the 
bitterness that devilish ingenuity of man can 
devise. A people disciplined in the furnace 
of persecution and privation but whose emo- 
tions were not seared by its flames, merely 
enriched in human tenderness! 

The Conference Sermon was strong, sturdy 
and rugged in its construction, but warm in 
its presentation. Brother P. R. Schroeder 
embodied his own experiences and beliefs as 
well as those of the Conference in a vigorous 
message in the German language on our 
motto text, I Corinthians 3:11, “Fundament 
und Programm.” All members of the Con- 
ference uttered a _ silent but eloquent 
“Amen!” His definition of Mennonitism as 
“New Testament Christianity” was really 
classic. ; 

That simple little meditation presented by 
Rev. J. J. Klaasen, Dundurn, at the Com- 
munion Service on Monday evening was also 
of rare and distinctive quality. Preaching as 
an art—sometimes homely and rugged, but 
still an art, is not dying out in the Menno- 
nite pulpit. 


The discharge of chairmanship duties de- 
serves a bit of comment. By common consent 
delegates paid tribute to the fair, impartial 
display of parlimentary conduct by the Pre- 
sident of Conference. No confusion, hesi- 
tancy, discourtesy, haste or bias marked any 
rulings during the sessions. (As is usual- 
ly the case, everyone forgot to make a mo- 
tion for adjournment until the delegates) 
began to break up!) 

Hospitality is a Mennonite household 
word. Saskatoon has demonstrated its alive- 
ness. Brother David Toews and J. J. Thies- 
sen, with their co-workers, certainly did 
everything humanly possible to make this 
a reality. And their efforts were crowned 
with singular succes. 

Missions is the life-line of our Conference. 
Representatives from both Home and For- 
eign missions brought fresh and encouraging 
news from their fields of labor. Both Boards 
are to be complimented on their progress 
and the reports they brought to Conference. 
(Space will not allow an analysis of the 
other Boards—but suffice it to say, the Con- 
ference is growing in size and efficiency!) 

The big service of the Conference was 
that of Sunday. Three two-hour sessions— 
10, 2, 6 o’clock were the starting times. 
That large host of visitors, some four thous- 
and coming in such conveyances as they 
could command, in some instances several 
hundred miles, bears testimony to the spiri- 
tual vigor of our Canadian brethren. 

Exhibits are not a strong feature of our 
Conference session. Saskatoon with its Mis- 
sion Field display, Retreat photographs, 
church record and its paintings has shown 
us the way. Especially was it encouraging 
to look at the many new churches in Cana- 
da—63 built in the last thirteen years. And 
as to the arts—pictorial and printing—let 
it not be said that the Mennonites have no 
appreciation of: art—and in some instances 
no mean ability in producing it! 

Now for some of the shadings and leads 
into the deeper shadows of this mental com- 
position of the Twenty-eighth Session of 
General Conference. 

The bi-lingual session, to the surprise of 
many delegates, this one included, was not 
the dreaded barrier that the mind had con- 
jectured. The German was of a simple sort. 
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In most instances terms were similiar to 
those used in dialects still spoken in many 
Mennonite communities. And, thanks to the 
promptness with which our chairman detect- 
ed the essentials, translations were brief and 
to the point and no delegate, however he 
lacked any German, need miss any feature 
that was important. 

The debate—as usually is the case, was 
both long and vigorous. But it was not 
useless. It is this open, sincere discussion 
on the Conference floor that keeps our group 
so free from the politics and intrigue that 
could so easily ruin our fellowship and im- 
pede our progress. The wonder is that it 
is not longer and fiercer! 

The meeting-place for the sessions was 
not ideal. The odor of disinfectants will 


always be associated with the memory of 
the Saskatoon Conference and hereby be- 
comes a part of its record. Those hard seats 
were a trial to the patience of our souls— 
not the ease of our bodies! (*) 

Refusal of the Conference to pass an out- 
right condemnation of Communism and all 


of its allied hybrids causes us to stop and 
wonder if Mennonites have not become a bit 
dull in the keenness with which they can 
detect their enemies. To be righteously in- 
dignant is no disgrace and certainly not un- 
Mennonite. The vigor with which our fore- 
fathers denounced the wrongs of their day, 
Brethren, stands and points an accusing 
finger! 

The death of Rev. S. M. Musselman came 
as an unexpected blow. Not only because of 
its suddenness but especially in view of the 
fact that ministers of his age and experience 
are being pushed to the foreground in the 
leadership of our group. Not to mention the 
personal loss! 

This rapid delineation of lights and shad- 
ows of the mental reflections of Saskatoon 
are those of the writer. They are merely 
a gathering together of the high-lights of 
his impression, not a detailed picture. How- 
ever in no instance were they entirely his 
own. They are based on expressed opinions 
of others as well as rays caught in the focus 
of his own observation. They are released 
with the hope that they will serve to visual- 
ize for such who could not attend the Con- 
ference some of its character, re-stimulate 


the memory and emotions of those who did 
attend and present to posterity some tangible 
picture of days gone by—lights and shadows 
of preceding sessions! 

Freeman H. Swartz. 
*(It is hoped that this paragraph will not 
be construed as a criticism—it is a mere ob- 
servation. We appreciate the sacrifice and 
efforts of our Canadian Brethren.—F. H. S. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE IMPRESSIONS 


The General Conference session at Saska- 
toon now is of the past, but its blessing and 
experiences will never be forgotten by those 
who attended this conference. For weeks 
before conference time, churches and pastors 
looked forward to that time with a feeling 
of eager expectation. I suppose there is a 
great deal of truth in what was said at the 
conference, “Wherever five Mennonites dis- 
cuss a problem, six different opinions usual- 
ly prevail.” However, the conference at 
Saskatoon, I am sure, showed the fine spirit 
of love, forbearance, and cooperation that is 
characteristic of our Mennonite people. 

Probably the great outstanding, encourag- 
ing and future-making moves of the con- 
ference were not so much expressed in de- 
finite motions or committees, but rather in 
trends of thought and discussions as indica- 
tions of conference activity in the future. It 
was encouraging to meet with our rather 
unknown brethren of Canada. Our confer- 
ence work is growing in scope—yes, but 
more yet as a challenge to the church, call- 
ing for material support, as well as service 
and consecrated living for the Kingdom’s 
sake. How encouraging to see so many of 
of our own faith unite with the conference, 
not only in number, but in willingness to 
serve and help. 

Conference mission work, both home and 
foreign, has grown and certainly been worth 
the effort and sacrifice made in behalf of 
this worthy cause. This work has gained 
such momentum and brought rewards in 
organized churches and native Christian 
workers, that our conference should be grate- 
ful to God, our Heavenly Father, for thus 
blessing our efforts. The future of this work 


calls for trained men in the field, such as Ls 
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doctors and nurses, as well as trained Chris- 
tian workers. 


To me, these, as well as the spiritual 
atmosphere that was so outstanding, are 
some of the fine encouraging and hopeful 
things of the conference at Saskatoon. 


H. T. Unruh. 


THE ALL-MENNONITE YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
RETREAT 


“Youth building for Christ”—What great- 
er thing can happen in our day? Certainly 
every effort put forth in organizing and 
sponsoring the All-Mennonite Young People’s 
Retreat held at Shipshewana Lake, Shipshe- 
wana, Indiana, has been set in the direction 
of our Retreat Theme—“Youth Building for 
Christ.” Every faculty member and leader 
had this theme at heart and built his work 
around it. Not only was there cooperation 
among the faculty and leaders to make this 
Retreat worthwhile, but the young people 
also were very generous in lending their 
assistance to this end. Of course the teach- 
ers naturally gave the greater part of their 
contribution in their class work as well as 
through personal contact with the retreaters. 
The instruction was so arranged as to cover 
a variety of fields to guide and direct youth 
in building for Christ. The courses and 
teachers were as follows: 

W. B. Weaver, Danvers, Illinois, “What 
Our Church Stands For.” 

A. C. Schultz, Bluffton, Ohio “How to 
Study the New Testament.” 

Vernon S. Culp, Akron, Ohio, “The Chris- 
tian Life in the World Today.” 

R. A. Lantz, Bluffton, Ohio, “Appreciation 
of Music.” 

H. W. Berky, Bluffton, Ohio, Sunset Ser- 
vices and the Morning Quiet Hour. 

There were 97 retreaters who went the 
daily round of the above schedule this year. 
An increase of interest and a hearty coopera- 
tion of the entire group was felt throughout. 
May the influence of this Christian fellow- 
ship, instruction and study make itself 
known as youth “Builds for Christ” in our 


churches. . 
Harry Yoder 


THE GREEN LANE RETREAT 

On the 17th of June, 160 young people 
came together in the hills of Pennsylvania 
to hold the eleventh annual Retreat of the 
Eastern District Conference. The theme 
of this three day Retreat was, “The Grace 
of God.” Three courses were given on this 
important subject. Rev. Sylvan Lehman led 
the study in what the Bible said on Grace. 
Rev. D. D. Eitzen discussed the practical 
side of the subject and Rev. S. T. Moyer the 
missionary aspect. 

The Retreaters manifested great interest 
in the discussion groups, arranged for the 
different ages and interspersed between the 
courses. Music and recreation made up the 
balance of the program. 

Sunday afternoon, before the final mes- 
sage, opportunity was given for the young 
people to voice what Retreats have meant 
for them. Some stated that they had found 
Christ there, others said it gave them a vis- 
ion of the need for service and caused them 
to consecrate their lives to the Lord. 

Just before going home the Retreaters 
joined hands in the fellowship circle and 
sang, “Blest be the tie that binds,” thus 
closing the Retreat. 

One of the things that is creating a good 
deal of excitement among our youth is the 
New -Retreat Ground that was donated by 
Mr. J. Walter Landis to our conference. It 
is hoped that next year we can meet there. 


Olin A. Krehbiel, 
Retreat Chairman. 


THE WESTERN DISTRICT YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S RETREAT 


The Western District Young People’s Re- 
treat is a project sponsored by the Western 
District Christian Endeavor Union and the 
Kansas Sunday School Union, and is under 
the direct control and supervision of a com- 
mittee of six elected by these two organiza- 
tions. This retreat has been in existence for 
more than 12 years. At first it met annual- 
ly on the Bethel College campus for a ten 
day period. After several years it was cut 
down to a five day period, because it was 
hard for the young people to stay for so 
long a time. Another change made two 
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years ago was the relocation of the Retreat 
from the Bethel College campus to Camp 
Wood, a state Hi-Y camp, near Elmdale, 
Kansas, with the result that the Retreat has 
grown from an enrollment of some 30 or 40 
young people to over 200. 


The motto of the Retreat, “Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you,” James 
4:8, has been the watchward of this under- 
taking from its beginning. Its aim is to 
offer the young people of our district an 
opportunity to withdraw from the everyday 
routine of life, for the purpose of spiritual 
enrichment and growth. To achieve this, op- 
potunity is offered for quiet meditation and 
prayer, for participation in study groups, 
led by able leaders, on such subjects as the 
Bible, missions, various phases of church 
work, personal problems and so on. So also 
there are numerous periods for group wor- 
ship, such as a daily morning quiet hour and 
an evening vesper service. Much time is 


spent in singing the great hymns of our 
church and every evening an inspirational 
gospel message is presented. 


Thus by a program of fellowship in medi- 
tation and prayer, of study and worship, 
and is recreation and Christian comradeship, 
it is sought to lead our young people to a 
place where they themselves have testified 
that they have come to know God and Christ, 
their Savior better, have come to appreciate 
the Bible more and understand it better, 
have been inspired to serve God more faith- 
fully, and have made some lasting friend- 
ships with other Christian young people. 


Without excetpion, young folks who have 
been at the Retreat, believe it worth while 
and count it among the finest experiences 
of their lives. If you have not been there, 
plan to attend this year. If you have been 
there you will need no urging to come again. 

Arnold Funk. 


Editor—In addition to these retreats the 
Pacific Conference Young People also held 
a Retreat at Lake Sequoia, California in 
August, which was well attended. 


THE MENNONITE SONG FESTIVAL 
SOCIETY 


The Mennonite people like many other 
groups who have suffered because of their 
religious convictions have found comfort and 
solace in the singing of hymns. When the 
early Mennonites came to America they 
brought with them this custom which they 
passed on to their children. 


When members of the younger generation 
began to study music they in turn carried 
their training to the home churches, thus 
the interest and love for good music grew 
among the Mennonite people. 


With easier communication and travel 
came the idea that mutual benefit could be 
derived by bringing choirs together in song 
services. Although Pretty Prairie and 
Buhler held previous festivals, the Alexan- 
derwohl Church was the pioneer in laying 
the foundation of the organization which is 
now known as the Mennonite Song Festival . 
Society, by inviting some of the neighboring 
churches to participate in a song service in 
the Spring of 1930. At that time the Festi- 
val organization was effected. 


The invitation of the Eden Church was 
accepted for the following spring. Several 
additional choirs joined the group, and an 
effort was made to unite the singers into 
one chorus: The first venture in this di- 
rection was a number by the combined men’s 
choruses of the participating churches. In 
1932 when the Festival was held at the Em- 
maus Church a combined women’s choir 
also sang. 


The following spring the festival was held 
in the First Mennonite Church in Newton, 
and by this time many choir leaders were 
convinced that the Festival could be im- 
proved by uniting still more. A plan was 
adopted whereby groups of choirs were 
organized into districts. These rendered the 
afternoon programs. In the evening the 
Holy City by Gaul and other great musical 
selections were sung by the combined choirs 
of all the districts. The 1938 Festival pro- 
gram consisted mostly of chorals and other 
great hymns. 


As the time went on the churches became 
more reluctant to extend invitations to the 





THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 35. 


Festival, because it had grown to such 
proportions that it could not well be ac- 
commodated with the available equipment. 
Bleachers were built under the trees in Kid- 
ron Park on the Bethel College campus in 
the spring of 1934. The Festival has met 
in this place each year since, with the ex- 
ception of 1935 and 1937 when it was taken 
to Lindley Hall in Newton because of the 
rain. 

The various choirs feel that they have a 
common problem, namely to render good 
music in a reverent and worshipful attitude. 
the aim of the Festival has been to foster 
such an attitude and also to develop a love 
and appreciation for good music. 

Paul Baumgartner. 


EASTERN SONG FESTIVAL 


Sponsored by the Eastern District Confer- 
ence of Mennonites and with Russell A. 
Lantz, head of the department of music of 
Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio, directing, 
a chorus of 200 voices presented the third 
annual concert in Perkasie Park, Perkasie, 
Pa., on July 24, 1938, before an appreciative 
audience of about 1500 people. 

For six weeks Prof. Lantz held rehearsals 
with the representatives of the various 
churches of the Conference. 

The program was presentd in an excellent 
manner and some rather difficult numbers 
were presented during the afternoon and 
evening. 


Accompanists for the concert were Miss 


Historical Sketch --- 


Ain 1788, when twenty-three years old, he 
was elected by lot, to the ministry. In 1837 
he with other members of his family came 
to America and settled in Wayne County, 
Ohio. The following year his sons, Chris- 
tian and Peter, came to Indiana and settled 
near Vera Cruz. Rev. Baumgartner and fa- 
mily followed in August 1839. Several other 
families came soon after and settled near 
Vera Cruz. This was the beginning of the 


Anna Moore, Souderton, Pa.; Mrs. Harold 
Yost, Quakertown, Pa.; and Daniel Schantz, 
Emaus, Pa. 


A vocal solo was rendered by Mary Reese 
Deischer, of Emaus, Pa., who is a member 
of the famous Bach Choir, of Bethlehem, 
Pa.; two violin solos by Lowell M. Boorse, 
director of music in the schools of Quaker- 
town, Pa.; and a trumpet solo by Gerald H. 
Kriebel, of Lansdale, Pa., director of music 
of the Hatfield, Pa. schools. 


These concerts have become an annual 
event in the Eastern District Conference, and 
have aroused general interest in Church mu- 
sic throughout the Churches represented. 


The weekly rehearsals brought together 
people from different sections of the Con- 
ference, resulting in more genial social con- 
ditions, and more general sympathy between 
the Churches. The rehearsals were con- 
ducted in a way that it was a pleasure to 
attend. 


We must commend Prof. Lantz on his 
enthusiasm, patience, energy and tact, in 
the manner in which he conducted the re- 
hearsals. He has endeared himself to every 
member of the Choir, and it has become 
much like a large family, who are eager to 
continue under his instruction. 


It has been found that this annual gather- 
ing together of singers in the Conference has 
enabled the Choirs of each individual church 
to be much more efficient in their local work, 
and has improved the type of music used. 

Wm. H. Shelly. 


Berne Centennary ~ 


During the years of severe persecution in 
Europe when many people were forced into 
exile, one Ulrich Baumgartner fled from the 
Pfalz in Germany, into Switzerland. A 
descendant of his was David Baumgartner, 
a deacon and teacher, who had a son, also 
named David, and it is to this younger 
David that we trace the beginning of the 
Mennonite Church in Adams County, Indi- 
ana. 
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Mennonite Church in this vicinity and David 
Baumgartner was the first minister and mis- 
sionary. : 

The congregation grew and flourished and 
by 1849 sixteen families belonged to the 
church. Other families also attended their 
services, some having to walk seven to eight 
miles to do so. Naturally, their small homes 
could not accommodate such a growing con- 
gregation, so they met in a schol house 
having services once in three weeks. 


As time went on other groups came from 
Switzerland, the largest being that of 1852 
which settled in the neighborhood where 
the town of Berne now stands. Rev. Peter 
S. Lehman was a member of this group, so 
they organized a congregation of their own. 
They built a house of worship in 1856 and 
the Baumgartner congregation followed their 
example in 1860. 

Several ministers were elected by lot from 
time to time, the first for the Baumgartner 
congregation being Christian Baumgartner 
in 1845, and the first in the Berne group, 
Christian Sprunger. He was chosen as “Pre- 


diger zum Buch” in 1856. The last one so 
elected was Samuel F. Sprunger in 1868. 
Contrary to all of his predecessors, he in- 
sisted on special training, so he went to 
Wadsworth, Ohio, where he studied two and 
a half year in the newly organized Menno- 
nite Academy. 


The Church did not approve of an edu- 
cated ministry, so because of that and sever- 
al other reasons Sprunger was not allowed 
to preach to the congregation which had 
elected him. So he began his ministry in 
the Baumgartner Church. However, the 
younger element in the Berne Church later 
demanded that he be given the use of the 
church every other Sunday. Thus it came 
about that for many years S. F. Sprunger 
was the leader of two congregations. 

In 1886 the Baumgartner Church came in- 
the church in Berne as did also the Christian 
Sprunger congregation, and S. F. Sprunger’s 
dream of a united Church finally became 
a reality. 

By 1879 the first small church had be- 
come far too small, so a new one was 
built. In 1886 it was enlarged, and in 1899 
it was necessary to make still another alter- 


ation. Later, a new and larger church was 
built. It was dedicated in 1912. 


The building program indicates rapid 
growth in membership. The spiritual growth 
was not so rapid but it was genuine. The 
religion of the early years reach little 
higher than the observance of set rules re- 
garding clothing. The people concerned 
themselves too much with things that looked 
religious. But the Church gradually caught 
hold of the spirit of progress and a new 
conception of religion which placed emphasis 
upon more vital things. The gradual awaken- 
ing of the Church to the need of educating 
its young people was one of the evidences 
of new interests in life. 


The organization of auxiliaries within the 
Church was one of the factors which led to 
greater spiritual growth. The first of these 
was the Sunday School, organized in 1874. 
At first there was considerable objection on 
the part of many parents and they would not 
allow their children to attend the new school. 
But their prejudice was not long lasting and 
the new school grew rapidly. Gradually, 
other auxiliaries were organized, the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society in 1887, the Chris- 
tian Endeavor in 1894, the Men’s and Ladies’ 
Choruses in 1898 and 1912 respectively, and 
in addition to these, the Choral Society, the 
Church Library, the Temperance Society, 
the Intermediate and Junior Mission Bands, 
the Intermediate Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety, the Mid-Week Committee, the Summer 
Bible School, and the Young Ladies’ and 
Young Men‘s Choruses. 


In 1903 Rev. J. W. Kliewer took up the 
leadership of the Church. It was during his 
pastorate that English services were begun, 
though not with regularity. That came 
later, under Rev. P. R. Schroeder’s ministry, 
with an English service one Sunday evening 
a month. Soon there was one each Sunday 
evening. In 1922 an English service was 
held once a month Sunday morning, gradu- 
ally changing to every other Sunday. Later, 
after Rev. C. H. Suckau became pastor there 
was only one German sermon a month. 
Now the morning services are entirely in 
English, a German service being held once 
a month, Sunday afternoon. 

That the Church has not been self-centered 
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is evidenced by the fact that since 1887 at 
least twenty-three of its members have been 
in deaconess, city, home or foreign mission 
work, and several of these are still in their 
respective fields of service. Since 1856 at 
least sixteen of her young men have entered 
the ministry, and of these, eight are still 
serving full time. One of these served his 
home church for more than a third of her 
history. It is needless to mention that it 
was none other than S. F. Sprunger. It is 
generally conceded that he was the most 
influential man in the history of the Church, 
his influence for good permeating the entire 
community. 

We should like to tell about the work of 
each pastor who has served this large 
church, but space permits only the bare men- 
tion of their names and time of service: 
David Baumgartner (Baumgartner Church, 
1839-1853); Christian Baumgartner (Baum- 
gartner Church, 1845- 1853, 1866-1878); Ul- 
rich Kipfer (Baumgartner Church, 1852- 
1866); Matthias Strahm (Baumgartner 
Church, 1852-1858); Peter S. Lehman, Berne 
Church, 1852-1868); Christian Sprunger 


(Berne Church, 1856-1886); Christian Augs- 
burger (Baumgartner Church 1865-1869); 
Peter Habegger (Berne Church, 1865-1872): 
S. F. Spunger (Both Churches, 1871-1903, 
1911- 1913); Peter M. Neuenschwander 
(Berne Church, 1876-1879); J. W. Kliewer, 
(1903-1911;) P. R. Schroeder (1912-1928); 
C. H. Suckau (1928). 

It was the privilege of the Church to 
celebrate its centennial birth in this county, 
in September, 1938. Special services were 
held daily from Sunday, September 18 to 
the following Sunday. Each day was a 
“Red Letter Day” and will linger always in 
the memories of those whose privilege it was 
to attend the services. All the evening and 
the last Sunday afternoon programs were 
in charge of the various Church organiza- 
tions and these were supplemented very ably 
by Dr. A. Warkentin of Newton, Kansas and 
Dr. P. R. Schroeder of Freeman, South Da- 
kota, the Centennial speakers. Another in- 
teresting feature of Centennial Week was 
the Exhibit. But again we have to admit 
that space does not permit us to tell about 
it. Eva F. Sprunger. 


_ Sixtieth Anniversary Celebration 
of First Mennonite Church of Christian, 
Moundridge, Kansas 


On April 24, 1938 the First Mennonite 
Church of Christian at Moundridge, Kan- 
sas, celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of 
its organization. The members and friends 
of the congregation met in an afternoon 
and an evening service to praise God for the 
many blesings He has bestowed upon this 
Church during the sixty years of its exis- 
tence. Quite a. number of former members 
also were present. 

The guest speakers were Rev. John Lichti 
of Medford, Oklahoma and Missionary G. A. 
Linsheid of Canton, Oklahoma. Both of these 
brethren had in former years been members 
of this congregation, and they could testify 
to the blessings they had received here in 
their youth. Rev. Lichti was for a time Sun- 
day School superintendent and Rev. Lin- 
scheid was baptized into the congregation 
and retained his membership for a number 


of years, when he was in the mission work, 
and thus both of them brought blessings to- 
the congregation. Rev. John C. Goering, re- 
tired pastor, and Rev. P. P. Wedel, the pres- 
ent pastor, were the other speakers. In addi- 
tion the various organizations of the Church 
also had a part on the program. Through- 
out the program the note of praise and 
thanksgiving was voiced. However, the 
thought of humiliation for shortcomings and 
mistakes was also emphasized. 

When the congregation was organized in 
the spring of 1878, it numbered 65 members. 
It enjoyed a steady growth, so that in ten © 


years there were 244 members. In that year, 
1888, about half of the members withdrew 
and organized the West Zion Mennonite 
Church and the Garden Township Mennon- 
ite Church, which brought the membership 
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of the First Mennonite Church of Christian 
down to 121. Then the increase again contin- 
ued. In 1900 the number was 174; in 1920 it 
was 249; in 1930 it reached 296, and by Jan- 
uary 1, 1938 the number had grown to 327. 
However, for many years this church like 
many others has had the problem that many 
of its members live at a distance. As far back 
as 1920 there were 52 such non-resident 
members and the number increased so that 
on January first of this year the members 
living at a distance number 77 and the resi- 
dent members 250. Some of these 77 non- 
resident members living within 50 miles of 
Moundridge find it impossible to come to the 


services occasionally and some attend quite 
regularly. 

The following have been pastors of the 
Church; Rev. Valentine Krehbiel, elder from 
the date of organization to July 1902, John 
Rupp, assistant pastor, January 1880 to Aug: 
ust 1885, Wm. Galle, assistant pastor, Jan- 
uary 1880 to February 1888, John C. Goering, 
pastor, Nevember 1902 to January 1908, eld- 
er, January 1908 to April 1917, assistant 
pastor, April 1917 to March 1925, Anrew H. 
Kaufman, assistant pastor, Nov. 1902 to 
September 1903, Peter P. Wedel, assistant 
pastor, November 1903 to April 1917, elder, 
April 1917 to the present time. 


Historical Sketch of the First Church 
of Aberdeen, Idaho 


The history of the Mennonite Church of 
Aberdeen, Idaho, is the history of a people 
who came here from many communities 


in Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Missouri, 
Ohio, North and South Dakota, Illinois, Min- 
nesota, California, Washington and Canada. 

In 1906, the first Mennonite Sunday School 
in Idaho was organized. Rev. Jacob Hege, 


conducted the preaching services. At first 
the services were held in various homes; in 
1907, a frame building, the Central School 
House, was erected, and it became the home 
of our church. The First Mennonite Church 
of Aberdeen was organized in 1907 with 
36 members, eleven of whom are still in ac- 
tive service locally. Elder Jacob Hege was 
chosen as the first pastor; Jacob P. Wedel 
was elected deacon and is still serving in 
that capacity. 

In 1909 Reverend John B. Baer of Sum- 
merfield, Illinois, accepted the cali to be our 
pastor. During his ministry our first church 
biulding in the town of Aberdeen was erected 
and dedicated. This building, 36 by 56, has 
been in constant use until this year. In 1911, 
Rev. Baer resigned and accepted the pas- 
torate at Summerfield, Illinois. 

During this time a large group of home- 
steaders organized the Emmanuel Menno- 
nite Church and constructed their house of 
worship four miles southwest of Aberdeen. 


Rev. Jacob Hege served this church faith- 
fully for many years. It continued as a 
separate unit under Rev. Leonard Dirks and 
Rev. John Toevs until 1929, when it was dis- 
solved and the members have since been 
received into the First Mennonite Church. 


Rev. Albert Pletz, Baptist minister, served 
us for a time. Then the church decided to 
elect three evangelists out of its midst. 
Henry Toevs was the only one who accepted 
the call and was ordained by Rev. P. R. 
Aeschliman on October 12, 1913. He served 
the church until August 1, 1914, when Rev. 
E. J. Neuenschwander of Berne, Indiana, ac- 
cepted our call and undertook his first 
charge with much righteous enthusiasm. 
Many needed improvements were made, es- 
pecially within the Sunday School and the 
Christian Endeavor organizations. Eighty- 
two members were added to -the church in 
the six years of his ministry. During this 
time the spacious parsonage was built by 
the church at a cost of $4,000.00 


Rev. E. D. Schmidt of Freeman, South 
Dakota accepted a call from the church and 
served us for one and one-half years. In 
September 1922, Rev. M. J. Galle of Odessa, 
Washington, became our pastor. He and his 
wife were zealous workers in the church 
and effected many desirable improvements 
during their six years of ministry. In June 
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1929, Rev. J. E. Kaufman of Donnelson, 
Iowa, took charge of the work and served 
six and one-half years. Then, with much 
prayer, in the spring of 1936, the church ex- 
tended a call to Rev. Phillip A. Wedel of 
Moundridge, Kansas. He took up the work 
as elder and pastor on June 14, 1936. The 
church has grown to a present membership 
of 320; Sunday School attendance averages 
220. More room was needed badly; so in 
November 1937, the construction of an addi- 
tion, 36 x 70, with full basement was begun. 


First Church, Aberdeen, Idaho 


The First Mennonite Church of Aberdeen, 
is the only General Conference Church in 
Idaho. Its scope of influence is very large. 

On June 5, 1938, we were indeed glad to 
dedicate our new church to the Lord. This 
impressive ceremony was witnessed by over 
600 people. Promptly at two o’clock the 


Historical Sketch 


In 1908 the southern section of the large 
Alexanderwohl church separated from the 
mother church with its consent and blessing, 
partly on account of the great distance, and 
partly because experience teaches that a 
country church of about 1000 members can- 
not be cared for as well as a smaller church, 
since the individual member is more easily 
lost sight of, and can hide easily behind the 
mass. 

On February 2, 1908 this section organized 
itself as the Tabor Mennonite Church, adop- 
ting this name and also a constitution. Six- 
ty three members made the beginning, and 


39 


choir sang, “Unfold Ye Portals” by Gounod; 
Rev. Wedel read Psalm 100; P. F. Funk, 
chairman of the building committee, made 
a few impressive and appropriate remarks. 
He then unlocked the doors and handed the 
church keys to the pastor. The large audi- 
ence followed the pastor and officials into 
the spacious air-conditioned building, while 
the organ and piano continued to peal forth, 
“We Praise Thee, Oh God.” Rev. Edgar 
Toevs gave a very fine talk on “Reasons for 
Gratitude.” G. A. Bartel read the history of 
our church. This was followed by a number 
by the church male quartet, “The Lord is in 
His Holy Temple.” The Pastor preached the 
dedicatory sermon on the subject, “The Holy 
Temple.” He roused the audience to pledge 
themselves to live up to God’s promise to 
Solomon, “I have hallowed this house which 
Thou hast built to put my name there for- 
ever, and mine eyes and my heart shall be 
there perpetually.” Then he read the dedi- 
catory ritual and closed with the dedicatory 
prayer, while the audience stood. The pro- 
gram closed with the Hallelujah Chorus 
sung by the choir. 


There are many undying souls dependent 
upon our church for their eternal welfare. 
This is the great challenge before us. It is . 
therefore our purprose to continue to make 
this a church that is living, that is working, 
and that is rescuing.—Margaret Giesbrecht. 


of Tabor Church 


within the first year the membership grew 
to 131 by church letter from the mother 
church. 

One of the ministers of the Alexanderwohl 


‘church, P. H. Richert, was chosen leader of 


the new church, who since 1898 had served 
as minister in the mother church. Mission- 
ary H. R. Voth officiated during the first 
year at baptism and communion. In 1910, 
Oct. 2nd, P. H. Richert was ordained as 
elder. 

The church was built in 1908 and dedicated 
Oct. 25, of that year. In 1921 Gustav Frey, 
a school teacher, and member of the church, 
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was ordained as evangelist and also another 
teacher, J. M. Janzen, to serve at home or 
in other churches as the need might be. 

Six missionaries went out from the church, 
four to India, W. F. Unruh, Augusta Schmidt 
and Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Frank; one to Africa, 
Dr. Rudolph Unruh; and one into the home 
mission field, Prof. J. J. Voth, now in Bethel 
College. Augusta Schmidt went out as a 
nurse. 

In 1933 the church celebrated its 25th jub- 
ilee. The membership at that time was 325. 
At present, 1938, it is 362, while the enroll- 
ment in the Sunday School is 466. 

This growth made the enlargement of the 
church necessary, and in 1937 this work was 
begun, after planning and collecting since 
1935. The building was finished March 26th, 
1938, and the next day, March 27th it was 
dedicated. The seating capacity has been al- 
most doubled, being about 800. 

At the dedication Psalm 42:5 was read by 
the pastor in front of the entrance, after 
which the door was unlocked. On the pro- 
gram served Prof. J. J. Voth, making the 
introduction with Psalm 84; the pastor with 
a dedication sermon in German on I. Cor. 
3:17, “The temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are;” Prof. A. E. Kreider in Eng- 


lish on Ezra 6:16, “And the children of Israel 
kept the house of God with joy;” the ded- 
ication prayer by the pastor, followed by the 
dedication song—‘“How holy is thy habita- 
tion’, by the male chorus, and the ladies 
chorus. Ten visiting pastors made brief re- 
marks. 

The evening program was chiefly for the 
young people who furnished the songs. Dr. 
E. G. Kaufman spoke on “Is it well with the 
young man?” 11. Sam. 18:29, and Rev. P. P. 
Wedel, on church attendance, Hebr. 10:25— 
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together.” 

Three C. E. societies are functioning, sen- 
ior, intermediate, and junior; a monthlyi 
Bible hour for adults, and a weekly Bible 
class for youth during six months of the 
year. Every sunday a short English sermon 
is given for the children, and a German ser- 
mon for the others. Both follow the Sunday 
School. The first Sunday of every month a 
mission sermon is preached. The church has 
approved the tithing plan proposed by the 
General Conference. 

The following have served as deacons: 
J. S. Schmidt, J .J. Schmidt, J. J. Voth (both 
deceased). H. Frey (moved away), H. J. S. 
Schmidt and H. B. Schmidt, now serving. 


TABOR CHURCH 
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GRACE MENNONITE CHURCH 
Dallas, Oregon 


The congregation in Dallas, Oregon, start- 
ed four and a half years ago by the present 
pastor, H. E. Widmer, has been worshipping 
in a building temporarily used for 
a house of worship. The work has been mak- 
ing good progress in these years and the 
need for a permanent Church house was 
keenly felt. In real earnestness and with 
much faith a beginning was made in the 
erection of a house of worship at 207 Jeffer- 
son street in Dallas. The corner stone of 
this House was laid on Sunday afternoon, 
May 15, 1938. Preceding this service the 
members and friends of the congregation 
joined in a fellowship dinner. In this service 
the history of the Church was read. Rev. J. 
M. Franz of the Pratum, Oregon Church 
brought an appropriate message and the 
pastor preached the sermon, using for his 
texts 1 Cor. 3:11 and Rom. 9:32, the subject 
being, “Is this stone a stumbling block”? A 
copy of the sermon and the history were seal- 
ed in. the stone. 


The dedication service of the completed 
basement was held on Sunday, July 10, 1938, 
with an all-day service. Sermon in the morn- 
ing by the pastor. In the afternoon, service 
of singing and speaking, Rev. W. R. Augs- 


burger and Rev. S. S. Baumgartner took 
part, the latter offered the dedicatory prayer. 
Rev. J. M. Franz brought an evangelistic 
message in the evening. The roof, sub-siding 
and sub-floor are on the building. The base- 
ment, full sized, is finished. The finances 


did not warrant the completion of the build- 
ing now. The congregation has made good 


progress amid a very difficult situation and 
now numbers 57 members. Under God’s di- 
réction progress has been made thus far. The 
future prospects are good with continued 
cooperation by all. Some have sacrificed in 
helping in the building and giving money. 
Much more is needed. The congregation 
wishes to thank those of other churches who 
have contributed gifts and helped in various 
ways. —The Pastor, H. E. Widmer. 


ALBERTA COMMUNITY CHURCH 
DEDICATION 


A summer’s work was climaxed on Sept. 
25, 1938, when the Portland Mission, known 
as the Alberta Community Church was dedi- 
cated to God for worship and service. To see 
what has been done in one short summer 
by the small group of members and friends 
makes one rejoice with the Psalmist when 
he says, “Oh sing unto the Lord a new 
song; for He hath done marvelous things.” 


The day was one of great blessing. The 
church was well-filled at each service and 
Rev. Phil. Wedel’s message added much to 
the spiritual blessing of the occasion. 


The dedication proper took place in the 
afternoon. Rev. Miller, the pastor, was pre- 
siding. Five minute talks were given by 
Edward Leisy, speaking for the local church; 
Rev. J. M. Franz, chairman of the Evangeli- 
zation Board of the Pacific District Con- 
ference; Rev. Orville Covault, representing 
the churches of the Alberta district; and 
Rev. S. S. Baumgartner, member of the 
Home Mission Board. Rev. Wedel preached 
the dedicatory sermon and took charge of 
the dedication ceremony. The choir from 
Pratum, Oregon Church, and William Bartel 
of Portland furnished the special music. 


In the evening Prof. Hollman, head of the, 
music department of the Portland Bible In- 
stitute gave a program of sacred song, Rev. 
Wedel again bringing a splendid message. 


The church has now a full basement, mak- 
ing room for six Sunday School classes, a 
furnace room, a lovely kitchen, and other 
necessities. The upstairs is one main audi- 
torium. It now has a seating capacity of 
125 instead of 90. The auditorium has been 
completely redecorated. The entrance to 
the church has been changed, and a small 
addition in the rear of the church has been 
constructed to serve as an exit from the 
main auditorium and basement. The labor 
was all donated by members and friends of 
the church. This piece of work, as it stands, 
proves to all of us what can be accomplished 
with cooperation and willing hearts. 

Edmund Miller. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE EASTERN 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


Our Mennonite people have always laid 
much weight on Biblical instruction of chil- 
dren and have insisted on catechetical 
instruction in preparation for church 
membership. The Sunday School as an 
auxiliary of the Church, was long unknown, 
even strenuously opposed by some, to the 
loss of the Church. 


The record of the Flatland Sunday School 
shows that it existed in 1853 with Nathan 
Slifer as superintendent. The New Testa- 
ment was the text book. The West Swamp 
Sunday School was organized in 1857, with 
Andrew B. Shelly superintendent. He was 
ordained to the ministry in 1864. The Bible 
question book was here used. Deep Run had 
a school in the late fifties and early sixties, 
but it lost its life, when the Church had no 
pastor. In 1872, when Jacob S. Moyer be- 
came pastor, it was revived with the writer 
as superintendent, and it is still living and 
growing in the hands of faithful workers. 
In Bowmansville, a union Sunday School was 


organized, the first in Brecnock township, 


Lancaster County. Its meetings were held 
in the Mennonite meeting house. It, like 
some others, experienced death and resur- 
rection and is now an active denominational 
school. 


The Attitude of the Conference 


The Eastern District Conference was or- 
ganized in 1847. At the second meeting 
held in May 1848, it adopted the following 
resolution: “Resolved that in all congre- 
gations, with the assent of the congregations, 
Biblical instruction and catechization shall 
be given, wholly under the over-sight of the 
congregation.” 


To me it seems strangely significant that 
the Conference had nothing .to report or 
suggest along this line for 18 years, even 
though a number of Sunday Schools existed. 
In April 1866 a petition came to the Con- 
ference asking for a discussion on “Train- 
ing of our Youth.” This resulted in a re- 
commendation to the ministers to, as far 
as feasible, interest themselves in the re- 
ligious training of the young and where pos- 
sible, introduce Sunday School and cateche- 


tical classes. Again, a year later the train- 
ing of the youth was discussed with the 
acknowledgment that the future of the 
Church is dependent on it, demanding our 
diligence in urging parents that children 
be early brought to the House of God thus 
accustoming them to Divine worship. The 
parochial reports to. the Conference first 
gave an account of Sunday Schools in 1873, 
when ten schools were reported. The rural. 
schools were open only a part of the year. 
The years following, the reports showed a 
marked increase in Sunday School interest 
and church membership, leading up to our 
annual Sunday School Conventions. 

The first of these interesting and highly 
beneficial gatherings was held in the Phila- 
delphia Church on Oct. 2, 1876, the day be- 
fore the convening of Conference. Rev. A. 
B. Shelly, in an article in the 1903 Year Book 
on “Our Sunday School Conventions,” says 
of this first one: “This was a new departure 
in our Church, no similar meeting having 
ever been called and held before. Not only 
was it new in our own Church, but no other 
Church had, to our knowledge, held meetings 
of this kind before that date. The call for 
the convention was therefore in the nature 
of an experiment.” The experiment, under 
Divine guidance, proved a great blessing. 
For a few years these conventions were 
held twice a year, the day before our semi- 
annual Conference sessions. Later, the date 
was fixed in August and once a year. The 
writer’s connection with the Conference and 
Convention dates from the May meeting in 
1878, in the Skippackville Church, David 
Bergey pastor, which I attended as delegate 
and Sunday School superintendent of the 
Deep Run Church. (The Editor attended a 
good many of these conventions and recalls 
them very well.) 

An impetus for the institution of the 
Sunday School was the introduction of the 
public school system, with its lack of Bibli- 
cal instruction and use of the German langu- 
age, by which, however, so many of the 
Mennonite Churches, to their sad loss, failed 
to be moved. The instruction in the early 
schools, was mainly direct from the New 
Testament and in the German language, with 
the singing of Church hymns. The demand 
for English instruction- soon led to the in- 
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troduction of the Union Question Book, and 
the Union Hymn Book. The first favorite 
hymn book with notes was in general, 
“Sabbath Bells,” which among its many good 
hymns contained, “I Want to be an Angel,” 
which became very popular, but soon re- 
ceived its due criticism and was not printed 
in later books. 


All our Churches have Sunday Schools. 
A number had the Sunday School as their 
initial step in life. Other Mennonite 
Churches learning from us, have introduced 
the Sunday School, and are now holding 
their young people and growing in member- 
ship.—Allen M. Fretz, oldest active pastor 
in the General Conference. 


The General Conference Organization 


OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE 


President—C. E. Krehbiel, Newton, Kansas 
Vice President—A. J. Dyck, Inman, Kansas 
Secretary—Phil. A. Wedel, Aberdeen, Idaho 
Executive Committee 
Chairman—C. E. Krehbiel, Newton, Kansas 
Vice Chairman—A. J. Dyck, Inman, Kansas 
Secretary—Phil. A. Wedel, Aberdeen, Idaho. 
P. P. Wedel, Moundridge, Kansas 
J. M. Regier, North Newton, Kansas 
J. R. Thierstein, North Newton, Kansas 
E. G. Kaufman, North Newton, Kansas 
John Lichti, Medford, Oklahoma 
G. N. Harms. Whitewater, Kansas 
Conference Treasurer—Karl A. Richert, 
Kansas 
Statistician—Phil. A. Wedel, Aberdeen, Idaho 
Field Secretary, H. A. Fast, North Newton, Kansas 


Business Committee 


Chairman—J. C. Kaufman, Moundridge, Kansas 1941 
Se¢retary—Edgar Toevs, Aberdeen, Idaho ...... 1944 
J. J. Thiessen, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan . 1947 


Board of Foreign Missions 


Chairman—P. P. Wedel, Moundridge, Kansas .. 
Vice Chairman—A. E. Kreider, North Newton, 
Kansas 
Secretary—P. H. Richert, Newton, Kansas .... 
Treasurer—J. E. Regier, Newton, Kansas (Ap- 
pointed) 
M. Horsch, Beatrice, Nebraska .. 1944 
A. P. Waltner, Marion, South Dakota .. 1941 
Howard G. Nyce, Allentown, Pennsylvania 1947 


Board of Home Missions 


Chairman—J. M. Regier, North Newton, Kansas 1941 
Secretary, A. J. Neuenschwander, Quakertown 
Pa. 1944 
Treasurer, J. J. Plenert, 429 Knorr St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 5 s 
David Toews, Rosthern, ‘ Saakcatchewan. =e, 
S. S. Baumgartner, Portland, Oregon 
J. E. Amstutz, Trenton, Ohio 


Board of Publication 


Chairman—J. R. Thierstein, North 

Kansas 1944 

Secretary—J. M. Suderman, Buhler, Kansas .. 1947 

Treasurer—E. W. Baumgartner, Berne, Indiana 1941 
J. H. Janzen, Waterloo, Ontario 

A. J. Richert, Los Angeles, California .. 


Newton, 


1941 


1944 
1947 


Newton, 


1944 


A. A. Penner, Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Board of Education 
Chairman—E. G. Kaufman, North Newton, Kan- 
SAR a 5s TEE ee cletisas on pentane ees Dax b Aare eee ae 
Secretary—Lester Hostetler, Upland, California 
Treasurer—P. R. Schroeder, Freeman, S. Dak. 
J. H. Langenwalter, Reedley, California 
A. S. Rosenberger, Bluffton, Ohio .. 
J. D. Unruh, Freeman, South, Dakota 
Emergency Relief Board 
Chairman—John Lichti, Medford, Oklahoma .. 
Vice Chairman—Jacob Gerbrandt, Drake, Sask. 
Secretary—John C. Mueller, Freeman, South 
Dakota , Ag eae 
Treasurer—P. H. “Unrahy ‘Goessel, Kansas 
Maxwell Kratz, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Abr. Warkentin, North Newton, Kansas 
Board of Trustees 
Chairman—G. N. Harms, Whitewater, 
Secretary—J. E. Regier, Newton, Kansas 
Treasurer—Karl A. Richert, Newton, Kansas 
J. J. Eyman, Reedley, California 
H. E. Suderman, Newton, Kansas 
C. H. Goering, Moundridge, Kansas .... 
Committee on Doctrine and Conduct 
Chairman—Phil. A. Wedel, Aberdeen, Idaho 
Secretary—Franz Albrecht, Beatrice, Nebraska 
Treasurer—J. E. Entz, Newton, Kansas 
E. G. Kaufman, North Newton, Kansas 
John Bartel, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
Placement Committee 


Chairman—P. E. Whitmer, Pandora, Ohio .... 
a pepe een sae H. Swartz, Norristown, 


Kansas 


Enns, R.1—271 Edison, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba 
N. W. Bahnmann, Sardis, British Colum- 
bia nr pS ne. 
J. M. Franz, Pratum, ‘Oregon. 
P. K. Regier, Moundridge, Kansas 
Peace Committee 
Chairman—E. L. Harshbarger, North Newton, 
H. T. Unruh, "Bluffton, “Ohio 
L. J. Horsch, Upland, California 
John G. Rempel, Rosthern, Saskatchewan 
Ernest J. Bohn, Souderton, Pennsylvania 
J. J. Goering, Marion, South Dakota .. 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES OF 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


EASTERN DISTRICT 
Executive Committee 
President—Rev. John J. Plenert, 429 Knorr St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Vice-President—Rev. Howard T. Landes, 6813 Clear- 
view St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Secretary—Rev. Howard G. Nyce, 1443 Chew St., 
Allentown, Pa. 
Treasurer—Mr. Alvin C. Alderfer, Harleysville, Pa. 
Credentials Committee 
Mr. Walter H. Temple, 301 Madison St., 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 
Rev. Olin A. Krehbiel, 121 Towamencin Ave., 
Lansdale, Pa. ere 
Mr. Herbert S. Stauffer, Dublin, Pa. 
Program Committee 
Rev. Ernest J. Bohn, 203 Broad St., Souderton, 
Pennsylvania 
Mr. Victor C. Backensto, 
Allentown, Pa. 
‘Rev. Freeman H. Swartz, 507 Hamilton St., 
Norristown, Pa. 
Home Mission and Church Extension Committee 
‘Chairman—Rev. Freeman H. Swartz, 507 Ham- 
ilton St., Norristown, Pa. 
‘Secretary—Rev. Howard G. Nyce, 1443 Chew 
St., Allentown, Pa. 
Treasurer—Mr. Jos. B. Bechtel, 4912 Knox St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mr. Herbert S. Stauffer, Dublin, Pa. .......... 1940 
Mr. Samuel P. Snyder. 231 Main St.. Roaring 
Spring, Pa. 
Rev. Sylvan Lehman, Quarryville, Pa., R.2 . 
Board of Managers of the Home for the Aged 
President—Rev. Ernest J. Bohn, 203 Broad St., 
Souderton, Pa. 
Vice-President—Mr. Jacob M. Landis, Quaker- 
town, Pa. R.D. 
Treasurer—Mr. Horace B. Kratz, Schwenks- 
ville, Pa. 
Fin. Secretary—Mr. 
tana St., Philadelphia, Pa. : 
Corr. Secretary—Mr. Monroe S. Geisinger, 
Macungie, Pa. 
Mr. Abram S. Kulp, 142 N. 6th St., Perkasie, 
Pennsylvania 
Mr. Lewellyn W. Shelly, 936 S. 12th St., 
Allentown, Pa, 1940 
Mr. Menno S. Rosenberger, Milford Square, Pa. 1941 
Mr. Isaac F. Gehman, Kulpsville, Pa. 1941 
Educational Committee 
Chairman—Mr. Jacob R. Fretz, 537 Derstine 
Ave.. Lansdale Pa. oon. oi. cnsecac dave vance 1939 
Secretary—Rev. Howard T. Landes, 6813 Clear- 
view St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Treasurer—Mr. John E. Fretz, 3722 N. 16th 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. John J. Plenert, 429 Knorr St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Mr. Harry M. Detwiler, 
Souderton, Pa. 
Dr. Elmer E. S. Johnson, Hereford, Pa...... 
Publication and Historical Committee 
Dr. Elmer E. S. Johnson, Hereford, Pa. ...... 1939 


1351 Linden St., 


Earl Kremer, 426 Mon- 


1940 


402 E. Broad St., 


Rev. Seward M. Rosenberger, Quakertown, Pa. 
R. D. No. 1 

Mr. Walter H. Temple, 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

Mr. Clarence S. Shelly, Emaus, R. D. No.1 .. 

Rev. Allen M. Fretz, 6th and Buttonwood, 
Perkasie, Pa. 

Mr. Joseph M. Myers, Quakertown, Pa., .... 

Benevolent and Relief Work Committee 

Mrs. Jacob R. Fretz, 537 Derstine Ave., Lans- 
COIR EB sc faa Fens Ra ae Os aha Raa as Deda 1939 

Rev. Sylvan Lehman, Quarryville, Pa., R. 2 .. 1939 

Rev. Olin A. Krehbiel, 121 Towamencin Ave., 
Lansdale, Pa. 

Mrs. Ely Fretz, Pleasant Valley, Pa. ........ 1940 

Miss Huldah E. Myers, Quakertown, Pa. .... 

Mr. Ernest Leitzel, Richfield, Pa. ............ 1941 
Sunday School and Young People’s Committee 
Mr. Norman L. Bergey, Harleysville, Pa. .... 1939 
Mr. Clarence Kooker, Richlandtown, Pa. .... 1940 

Mr. Allen R. Fretz, 624 Columbia Ave., Lans- 
dale, Pa. 
Building Fund Committee 
Mr. Harvey H. Braun, Hilltown, Pa. 
Mr. Harvey Hunsberger, Plumsteadville, Pa. . 
Mr. Samuel W. Reiff, Collegeville, Pa. 
Bluffton College Trustees 
Mr. Jacob R. Fretz, 537 Derstine Avenue, 
Lansdale, Pa. 
Mr. Alvin C. Alderfer, Harleysville, Pa. ...... 1940 
Mr. William H. Mohr, 1928 Kenmore Ave., 
Bethlehem, | «Pas. vic. sievwnasuccws ed an sseeeee 1941 
Trust Fund and Financial Board 
Rev. John J. Plenert Mr. Earl K. Kremer 
Mr. Alvin C. Alderfer Mr. Harry M. Detwiler 
Budget Committee 
Rev. John J. Plenert Rev. Ernest J. Bohn 
Rev. Freeman H. Swartz Mr. Jacob R. Fretz 
Mr. Alvin C. Alderfer 
Auditors 
Allen R. Fretz, Alvin H. Alderfer, William H. Shelly 


301 Madison St., 


MIDDLE DISTRICT 


President—Mr. E. J. Hirschler, Bluffton, Ohio 

Vice President—Rev. E. S. Mullett, Nappanee, Ind. 

Secretary—Mr. G. G. Buhler, Bluffton, Ohio 
Educational Committee 


Rev. Elmer Basinger 
Rev. H. T. Unruh 


Eli Luginbill 
S. J. Moser 
Noah Soldner 
F. A. Geiger 
A. C. Diller 

Evangelization Committee 
E. W. Baumgartner 
Rev. D. J. Unruh 
D. W. Bixler 

Program Committee 

J. S. Schultz 
Rev. J. E. Amstutz 
Rev. Wm. Stauffer 

Home Mission Committee 
Rev. D. J. Unruh 
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Mr. E. W. Baumgartner 
Mr. D. W. Bixler 
Young People’s Officers 
President .. Esther Amstutz, Columbus Grove, Ohio 
V. President .... Leslie Bartlett, Wadsworth, Ohio 
Sec.-Treas. Frieda Lehman, Berne, Ind. 
Field Secretary and Editor of The Vine Press— 
Inda Sprunger, Berne, Indiana 
Program Committee 

Elva Schrock, Nappanee, Ind. 
Alma Hilty, Bluffton, Ohio 
Stanley Tschantz, Dalton, Ohio 

Womens Foreign Missionary Society 
Pres.—Mrs. Delbert Welty, Wayland, Iowa 
V. Pres.—Mrs. A. D. Krebill, Donnellson, Iowa 
Sec.-Treas.—Martha Gilliom, Berne, Ind. 


Fresiding Officers of the 1938 Middle District Conf. 


Rev. E. S. Mullett, V. Pres. and Act. Chm., 
Nappanee, Ind. 
Jacob Roth, Secretary, Wayland, Iowa 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Chairman—Rev. J. A. Tieszen, Marion, S. Dak. 1939 
Assistant Chairman—Rev. Edward Duerksen, 
PASE? Baal 5 ISU a ert ote ey ee er aey hey 1939 
Secretary—Johann J. Becker, Mountain 
1 EN A he ee eee tm ara es ae ee 1939 
Treasurer—Rev. Victor Sawatzky, Beatrice, Neb. 1939 
Statistician—Edwin P. Graber 
Examining Committee 
Rev. Alfred P. Waltner, Marion, S. Dak. ...... 1939 
Rev. J. F. Sawatzky, Bloomfield, Mont. .... 1940 
Rev. L. H. Linscheid, Freeman, S. Dak. .... 1941 
School and Education 
D. H. Fast, Mountain Lake, Minn 
Ben P. Waltner. Freeman, S. Dak. ............ 1940 
H. A. Claassen, Freeman, S. Dak. .......... 1941 
Evangelization Committee 
Hellmuth Ortmann, Munich, N. D. 
I. J. Dick, Mountain Lake, Minn. 
D. A. Schultz, Avon, S. Dak. 
Business Committee 
John Bartel, Mountain Lake, Minn. 
A. W. Friesen, Henderson, Nebr. 
P. R. Schroeder, Freeman, S. Dak. .......... 


WESTERN DISTRICT 


President, J. M. Regier,.... North Newton, Kansas 
Vice Pres., A. Warkentin, North Newton, Kansas 
Secretary, Henry Hege, Gotebo, Oklahoma 
Home Mission Committee 
*President, A.J. Dyck, 
Secretary, J. E. Kaufman 
*Treasurer, H. J. Dyck 
P. K. Regier, 
*J. M. Suderman 
Abraham Albrecht 
Committtee on Schools and Education 
*President, J. R. Thierstein 
Secretary, A. J. Regier 
*Tresaurer, J. J. Voth 
Deaconess Committee 
President, C. C. Wedel 
*Secretary, Franz Albrecht 


Cc. H. Voth 
Relief Committtee 

President, A. B. Reimer 

Secretary, H. N. Harder 

Treasurer, J. C. Kaufman . 
Conference Directors for Bethel College 

S. M. Goering 

Adam Ratzlaff 

P. K. Regier 

M. Horsch 

Nelson Krehbiel 

Arnold E. Funk 


*Treasurer, 


*President, P. H. Richert 

Secretary, Walter H. Dyck 

*Treasurer, C. C. Epp 

H. P. Krehbiel 

J. N. Smucker 

H. 

E. L. Harshbarger, General Conf. 
Program Committee 

Walter Gering 


Representative 


Chairman, 
Secretary, 
*Theodore 


Chairman, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, ‘ 
H. B. Gerbrand 


David C. Wedel 
* Not Eligible for reelection. 


PACIFIC DISTRICT 
President .... Rev. P. A. Wedel, Aberdeen, Idaho- 
Vice President .... Rev. H. E. Widmer, 318 
Mill St., Dallas, Oregon 
... Homer Leisy, 467 Court St., 
Salem, Oregon. 
Treasurer .... John C. Jantz, Odessa, Washington 
Field Secretary .... Emma M. Ruth, 1049 
West Ave., Reedley, California 


Secretary . 


GENERAL CONFERENCE IN CANADA 
President—David Toews, Rosthern, Sask 
Vice President—Joh. J. Klassen, Dundurn, Sask: 1939 
Sec.-Treas.—John G. Rempel, Rosthern, Sask 1939 
Program Committee 


J. J. Klassen, Dundurn, Sask. .............04. 1939 
Jac. J. Thiessen, Saskatoon, Sask 
Benj. Ewert, Winnipeg 

Home Mission Committee 
Chairman—John Regier, Laird, Sask. 

Secretary—G. G. Epp, Rosthern, Sask. ........ 1941 
Treasurer—J. N. Hoeppner, Altona, Man. .... 1939 
Relief Committee 
Chairman—H. H. Bartel, Drake, Sask. ........ 1941 
Secretary—John Wiens, Morden, Manitoba .. 1940: 

Treasurer—David Epp, Laird, Sask., 

Committee for Information, Doctrine and Conduct 
Chairman—Benj. Ewert, Winnipeg ....,...... 1941 
Secretary—Jac. J. Thiessen, Saskatoon, Sask. 1932 
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John G. Rempel, Rosthern, Sask. . 1940 
Educational Committee for Saskatchewan 
J. J. Klassen, Dundurn, Sask. 
D. H. Rempel, Hague, Sask. 
John Regier, Laird, Sask. 
Educational Committee for 
G. H. Peters, Gretna, Man. 
David Schulz, Altona, Man. 
John H. Enns, Winnipeg, Man. 
Sunday School and Young Peoples’ Committee 
Jacob J. Thiessen, Saskatoon, Sask. 
D. P. Enns, Rosthern. Sask. 
John H. Enns, Winnipeg, Man. 
Committee on New German Hymn Book 
John G. Rempel. Rosthern, Sask. 
David Paetkau, Rosthern, Sask. 
Dietr. H. Epp, Rosthern, Sask. 
Benj. Ewert, Winnipeg. Man. sie detain 
Members of the Canadian Board of Colonization 
J. P. Bueckert. Gretna, Man. 
P. J. Dyck, Starbuck, Man. 
Jac. Gerbrandt, Drake, Sask. 
J. J. Klassen. Dundurn, Sask. 
David Toews, Rosthern, Sask. 
J. Thiessen, Saskatoon, Sask. 
. J. Loewen, Rabbit Lake, Sask. 
. Hausknecht, Sardis, B. C. 
. P. Enns, Rosthern, Sask. .................. 
. H. Epp, Rosthern, Sask. 
G. Rempel, Rosthern, Sask. 


Manitoba 


. P. Epp, Mt. Lehman, B. C. 
Committee for a Mennonite Mental Hospital 


Jacob Gerbrandt, Drake, Sask. 
John Wiens, Morden, Man. 
David Schulz, Altona, Man. 
Archivist of the Conference 
B. J. Schellenberg. Winnipeg, Man. 
Statistician of the Conference 
Benjamin Ewert, Winnipeg, Man. 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE MENNONITES 
President ........ Rev. Ben Esch, Washington; III. 
Vice-President Rev. Allen Yoder, Goshen, Ind. 
Secretary .... Rev. H. E. Nunemaker, Tiskilwa, Ill. 
Treasurer ................0. J. Sommer, Pekin, Il. 
Field Secretary *. E. Troyer, Carlock, Ill. 

Mission Board 
Rev. Allen Yoder 
Rev. E. Ulrich re te 
Rev. I. R. Detweiler 
Rev. E. Troyer -++++++...-Field Secretary 
ERs EOMIWOE. cxf cylw ea otolis ace Scandia . Treasurer 
Rev. H. E. Nunemaker Rev. W. B. Weaver 
Cc. W. Vercler Rev. G. I. Gundy 
Rev. Earl Salzman Rev. E. A. Sommer 
Rev. R. L. Hartzler 

Ordination Committee 
Allen Miller Rev. Allen Yoder 
I. Gundy Rev. Jacob Sommer 

Rev. E. Troyer 

Sunday School Executive 

R. H. Schertz 

Earl Stuckey 
.......Miss Ruth Mohr 

Miss Alma Graber 
Miss Luella Engle 


5 President 
-........Viece President 


Rev. 
Rev. G. 


President 

Vice President 
Secretary-Treasurer ......... 
Cradle Roll Supt. 

Home Department Supt. 
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........Mrs. E. A. Sommer 
“Young People’s Supt. Rev. Frank Mitchell 
Peace Supt. Harold Kaufman 
Temperance Supt. ............ Miss Helen Springer 
Missionary Supt. ................ Mrs. Earl Salzman 
Field Workers C. L. Kaufman 

A. W. Slagle 

Christian Endeavor Executive 


Irvin Nafsinger 

Earl Kaufman 

Miss Ruth Mohr 

Mrs. Homer McCowan 


Ladies Aid Executive 
Mrs. F. E. Risser 
.......Mrs. Wm. Schad 
Mrs. Ali Stahly 


Mennonite Hospital Board 

Rev. E. Troyer 
Vice-President ..............ccceeeeuee J. E. Garber 
Secretary .-Rev. R. L. Hartzler 
Treasurer .................-+++++-+. S. A. Albrecht 
Superintendent 4 
Rev. Emanuel Ulrich, Peter Gerig, N. A. Brodbeck, 


Peter Augspurger, Rev. A. H. Miller 


Elementary Supt. 


President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


President 
Vice-President ............... 
Secretary-Treasurer 


President 


Churches of the Central Conference 
Church Pastor Members 


Aurora, IIl. ........ Roy Unzicker 
Aurora, Nebr. E. R. Augsburger 
Bethel, Perkin, Ill ... Samuel Ummel 
Calv., Washington, Ill, Ben Esch 
Carlock, Ill. ........... R. L. Hartzler 
Chicago, 26th St. 

Chicago, 62nd St. ..... Lee Lantz 
Columbus, Kans ..... Wm. Davidson 
Comins, Mich. ......... Frank Mitchell 
Congerville, Ill. (Supplied) 
Danvers, Ill. Frank McNutt 
Flanagan, Iil. Emanuel Ulrich 
Goodland, Ind. 
Goshen, 8th St., 
Hopedale, Ill. 
Kouts, Ind. 
Meadows, Ill. 
Middlebury, Ind. 
Normal, Il. ..... 


SoS. MEGer to. co eaees 


E. A. Sommer 
...... 2. R. Detweiler 
North Danvers, Ill, ...W. B. Weaver 
Peoria, Ill. Jacob Sommer 
Silver St., Goshen, Ind. Harry Yoder 
Tiskilwa, Ill. H. E. Nunemaker .. 
Topeka, Ind. Earl Salzman 


Ministerns not now Serving Conference Churches 


Aaron Augspurger .........Gibson City, Ill. 
E. S. Augspurger .....................,Chenoa, Ill. 
Archie Graber Charlesville, Congo Belge 
John Lehman Topeka, Indiana 
John Litwiller Normal, Ill. 
Allen Miller Pekin, Illinois 
W. W. Oesch, Bristol, Indiana 
Christian Rediger Aurora, Nebr. 
Vernon Sprunger Charlesville, Congo Belge 
Valentine Strubhar .............. Meadows, Illinois 
Emanuel Troyer .................. Carlock, Illinois 
Allen Yoder Goshen, Indiana 
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MINISTERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Arranged according to District Conference Affiliation 


EASTERN DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
*Amstutz, Samuel S. RR. D. No. 2, Quarryville, Pa. 
*Bauman, Irwin W. ..........+--05+ Bluffton, Ohio 
*Boehr, P. J. Richlandtown, Pa. 
Bohn, Ernest J. .... 203 Broad St., Souderton, Pa. 
Burkhalter, Harold Quakertown, Pa. 
*Foulke, Linford Pas ae eis . Quakertown, Pa. 
Fretz, Allen M. 6th & Buttonwood Sts., Perkasie, Pa. 
Gottshall, William S. Frederick, Pa. 
Graybill, Benjamin S. Richfield, Pa. 
Johnson, Elmer E. S. Hereford, Pa. 
Krehbiel, Olin A. ........ 121 Towamencin Ave., 

Lansdale, Pa. 
6813 Clearview St., Mt. 
Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 
_ Lehman, Sylvan S. .. R. D. No. 2, Quarryville, Pa. 
*Martin, Amos 232 Manor Ave., Millersville, Pa. 
Neuenschwander, Andrew J. 122 Juniper St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Nyce, Howard G. 1443 Chew St., Allentown, Pa. 
Plenert, John J. .. 429 Knorr St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Raugh. John S&S. ............++65 East Freedom, Pa. 
*Rosenberger, Seward M. ........ R. D. No. 1, 
Quakertown, Pa. 
*Shelly, Elwood S. .........++--05- Pennsburg, Pa. 
Slotterback, Emerson F. 2204 11 Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
Snyder, Arthur S. ....104 E. 2nd Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
Stubbs, Raymond V. Bowmansville, Pa. 
*Swarr, J. W. .......- R. D. No. 2, Quarryville, Pa. 
Swartz, Freeman H. ........ 507 Hamilton St., 
Norristown, Pa. 
Waltner, Erland,. 2956 N. 12 St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
-Wolf, Adam 2003 Fifth St., Altoona, Pa. 
Licentiates 


Landes, Howard T. 


Gieger, George D. West Point, Pa. 
Harnish, Martin K. .. R. D. No. 2, Quarryville, Pa. 
Myers, Huldah E. .... R. D. No. 2, Quakertown, Pa. 
Rosenberger, Harleigh Lincoln Hall, Bluffton, Ohio 
Shelly, Andrew R. .... Lincoln Hall, Bluffton, Ohio 
Shelly, Paul R. Hartford Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 
Temple, Walter H. 301 Madison St., 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 
Unruh, John Hatfield, Pa. 
Missionary Workers 
Moyer, Samuel T. Basna via Riagarh, C. P., India 
Bauman, Dr. Harvey R. .... Champa, C. P., India 
Kuyf, Wilhelmina Tamingfu, Hopei, China 
* Have no regular charge. 


MIDDLE DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


Amstutz, J. E. 
Basinger, Elmer 
*Bauman, Irwin W. 
Dick, George 
Friesen, Adolph 
*Haas, Jacob 
*Hilty... PP: 
**Keiser, A. R. 
Kliewer, P. A. 
*Landes, Carl J. ...... 
**Neuenschwander, 
*Lehman, Joel 


Trenton, Ohio 
Summerfield, Illinois 
Bluffton, Ohio 
Lima, Ohio 
Donnellson, Iowa 
Pandora, Ohio 
Fortuna, Mo. 

. Bath, Ohio 
Bluffton, Ohic 

. Bluffton, Ohio 


Berne, Indiana 


Miller, Wilber W. ...............++- Columbus, Ohio 
Miller, W. W. Pulaski, Iowa 
*Mosiman, S. K. Bluffton, Ohio 
Malattie SS. ois cu en ss ones Nappanee, Indiana 
*Niswander,.Ms Asoc icc cs pemeacene neds Pulaski, Iowa 
*Quiring, J. A., 509 W. 121 New York, N. Y. 
Rosenberger, A. S. Dalton, Ohio 
SHREW. Wo seos. isie.c9 6 eet oly Sane Wadsworth, Ohio 
*Soldner,y Ger ekg wang aces we oes . Bluffton, Ohio 
Stauffer, Wom. -Eis. i355 <.00. sks Sugar Creek, Ohio 
Suckau, C. H. Berne, Indiana 
Unruh, Daniel J. Pandora, Ohio 
Unruh, H. T. . Bluffton, Ohio 
Unruh, Jacob J. Fortuna, Mo. 
Welty, Delbert E. . Wayland, (Noble) Iowa 
Whitmer, P. E. Pandora, Ohio 
Those marked * have no regular charges. 
**Not serving a Conference church at present. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


*Balzer, J. J., ......-....-.. Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Bartel, John, ................ Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Dick, I. J. Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Duerksen, Edward Alsen, N. D. 
Claassen, H. Albert Freeman, S. Dak. 
Eitzen, David P. ............ Mountain Lake, Minn. 
*Epp, H. D. Henderson, Nebr. 
FISHY AOUTE Ds. oss oa seen ole Tp arenas Lincoln, Nebr. 
Epp, John F. Henderson, Nebr. 
*Eschliman, Ray Freeman, S. Dak. 
Ewert, Albert .... Lustre, Mont. 
Friesen, Peter J. Butterfield, Minn. 
Friesen, Abraham W. Henderson, Nebr. 
Friesen, Jacob A. ...........+-+-++- Spink, S. Dak. 
*Gross, Harold Chicago, Ill. 
petite! iit be) 6 UR eee ie Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Kleinsasser, J. W. Doland, S. Dak. 
*Kleinsasser, P. P. .............. Freeman, S. Dak. 
Linscheid, L. H. Freeman, S. Dak. 
Ortmann, Hellmuth Munich, N. D. 
*Preheim, S. P. Freeman, S. Dak. 
Pact i wistcyt c 2 © Sieh wae eee ee Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Quiring, S. H. .. = 5a 6a Butterfield, Minn. 
Rupp, H. H. .................-.. Westbrook, Minn. 
SAWARER YT ds cic cisipinkn seh cs nsaainnn es Madrid, Nebr. 
Sawatzky, J. F. Bloomfield, Mont. 
Sawatzky. Victor Wisner, Nebr. 
*Schrag, John A. Parker, S. Dak. 
Schroeder, P. R. Freeman, S. Dak. 
Schultz, D: Ae viscccccccecenstccme sy VOR) So. RI, 
Schultz, Albert Wolf Point, Mont. 
*Stoesz, Jacob .............. Mountain Lake, Minn. 
*Tieszen, David D. ...........:.... Marion, S. Dak. 
Tieszen. Derk P. .................. Marion, S. Dak. 
URPETA STL Do wins naive dea. > FOR Marion, S. Dak. 
*Toews, Gerhard J. Freeman, S. Dak. 
*Unruh, A. P. Richey, Mont. 
ane S Balt | SS rere pe eet ee Soe Avon, S. Dak. 
Waltner, Alfred P. Marion, S. Dak. 
Warkentin, John (?) Madrid, Nebr. 
Those marked * have no regular charge. 
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WESTERN DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


Albrecht, Abraham ................ Ransom, Kansas 
Albrecht, Franz Beatrice, Nebraska 
*Baergen, Jacob ............ Corn, Oklahoma 
SO AE fa a Newton, Kansas 
*Baehr, J. P. Newton, Kansas 
FIGCTGE A Be iia oh iss ne odiewies aeine se Hanston, Kansas 
oy | Oe Goltry, Oklahoma 
PRPRMEME S MED aFal raid ma av he Sloe esteem 9 Albany, Georgia 
RENO oe ge xia ceed Se hes ee mene ew Goessel, Kansas 
Buller, P. Goessel, Kansas 
Dirks, Clyde H. 725 E. 7th St., Hutchinson, Kansas 
Dirks, A. Jacob Halstead, Kansas 
*Duerksen, J. Ru. 2... cece ee ceees Kingman, Kansas 
Dyck, H. J. Elbing, Kansas 
ROMY eo Pacralls Wald vin a> a. 0:0 Sie Sore alee cee Inman, Kansas 
Dyck, Walter He: vis ss ciscecdeavess Burrton, Kansas 
*Ediger, D. J. Buhler, Kansas 
Ediger, J. B. Clinton, Oklahoma 
Entz, J. E. Newton, Kansas 
*Epp, J. B. Beatrice, Nebraska 
Epp, J. H. Hillsboro, Kansas 
*Epp, Theo. Enid, Oklahoma 
*Ewert, J. A. Hillsboro, Kansas 
*Ewert, A. A. Alva, Oklahoma 
*Ewert, D. C. Inman, Kansas 
med tll. Pa UR eee res North Newton, Kansas 
*Flaming, John Corn, Oklahoma 
Flaming, Peter Buhler, Kansas 
*Flickinger, J. J. .......... Pretty Prairie, Kansas 
Pramsen, Bo W.. .cciceciccncs den Clinton, Oklahoma 
Frantz, Peter E.. .... ...cccccecseses Geary, Oklahoma 
*Frey, Cornelius Newton, Kansas 
PLO La esac wt GN RAS deen 6 ba-deaie Meno, Oklahoma 
Froese, Abraham W, ............ Cordell, Oklahoma 
*Friesen, Gerhard North Newton, Kansas 
*Friesen, Karl Newton, Kansas 
Funck, Henry Calumet, Oklahoma 
Funk, Arnold Hillsboro, Kansas 
Gaeddert, Albert ...... Slestghdats 44 athe wet Chicago, Ill. 
Goering, Walter A. Moundridge, Kansas 
*Goering, S. J. .......0000. North Newton, Kansas 
Goering, C. J. Moundridge, Kansas 
*Goering, Jo C. ..ccccccssencevus Hutchinson, Kansas 
oo Th AD. ee North Newton, Kansas 
Harder, B. W. ...... +...... Whitewater, Kansas 
Harder, H. N. 320 W. York Enid, Oklahoma 
Saris, Go Ne sc cctewssc cscs’ Whitewater, Kansas 
MBEMNUEGS eB (38s iad a is-0.0% os pelad sites Cordell, Oklahoma 
Horsch, M. ........ 319 So. 8th, Beatrice, Nebraska 
SAMI Tie EB e's dal os. viereie taie’n po a Soy Lehigh, Kansas 
og fo gk: Be ee eee Newton, Kansas 
Jantzen, John D. ................ Hillsboro, Kansas 
*Janzen, J. M. Hesston, Kansas 
Jantzen, Jacob ...... anhecs Cordell, Oklahoma 
*Kaufman, E. G. .......... North Newton, Kansas 
Kaufman, J.C. ...... at em neta Moundridge, Kansas 
Kaufman, J. E. Inman, Kansas 
WIR WOE, Eis es 46 cwdsaved eevee Newton, Kansas 
Kliewer, Menno H. .............. Cordell, Oklahoma 
Koehn, F. D. Perryton, Texas 
Kopper, George W. Arlington, Kansas 
*Krehbiel, C. E. Newton, Kansas 
*Krehbiel, H. P. Newton, Kansas 
*Kreider, Amos E. ........ North Newton, Kansas 
**Kroeker, Klaas Kansas 


Orienta, Oklahoma 
Medford, Oklahoma 
Newton, Kansas 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
Deer Creek, Oklahoma 
Mouttet, P. Hillsboro, Kansas 
Mouttet, Sol. Inola, Oklahoma 
SMOVeER Uae, sic 5 veers cess North Newton, Kansas 
Neuenschwander, E. J. ........ McPherson, Kansas. 
*Neufeldt, H. T. Enid, Oklahoma 
**Neufeld, Peter T. ................ Inman, Kansas 
*Pankratz, Franz Burrton, Kansas 
Penner, Cornelius .............. Beatrice, Nebraska 
*Peters, H. P. Newton, Kansas 
*Ratzlaff, Abraham Buhler, Kansas 
Ratzlaff, J. J. Newton, Kansas 
*Regier, Bernhard Newton, Kansas 
*Regier, J. M. North Newton, Kansas 
Regier, G. B. Saree . Inola, Oklahoma 
FRO MEGTINE ies 5 vce cieicielswie sNie8 Moundridge, Kansas 
RBINAOTE ER Be. ob oie dln's ace wa ate Holmesville, Nebraska 
*Riesen, Henry Ponca City, Oklahoma 
Richert, P. H. Goessel, Kansas 
Roth, Theodore .............. Whitewater, Kansas 
Schmidt, Abe A. Montezuma, Kansas 
Schmidt, Albert G. ............ Medford, - Oklahoma 
Schmidt, August Meno, Oklahoma 
Schmidt, Edw. D. .... 655 Lorraine, Wichita, Kansas 
*Schmidt, H. D. Cordell, Oklahoma 
Schmidt, H. H. Tampa, Kansas 
Schmidt, H. U. Meno, Oklahoma 
Schmidt, J. B. .....ccscccecs Pawnee Rock, Kansas 
Schmidt, John F. ........... Council Grove, Kansas 
Schmidt, Rudolph ................ Turpin, Oklahoma 
Smucker, J. N. .............. North Newton, Kansas 
*Stucky, Fritz Mountain View; Oklahoma 
Suderman, J. M. ..Buhler, Kansas 
Suderman, John P. Oraibi, Arizona 
Thiessen, Henry Whitewater, Kansas 
Toews, Benno Canton, Oklahoma 
Tschetter, P. P. ............ Pretty Prairie, Kansas 
Unruh, P. H. Goessel, Kansas 
WRPORMEIDs sc5.03 cas cae erasbnae oe’ Buhler, Kansas 
RUREPEN TL UVM Re Bc. coin ad xen si ocea ip > wth corsias Janjgir, India 
*Van der Smissen, C. H. A. ...... Newton, Kansas 
Van der Smissen, Alvin Buhler, Kansas 
*Voran, C. J. Kingman, Kansas. 
MNES EES ha 50s /sls-h = wate b, also «sia ae Inman, Kansas. 
Voth, W. C. Tamingfu, China 
*Voth, John J. ............ North Newton, Kansas 
SOREL Berks) Sens ais cs Hs eet ea on Newton, Kansas 
Warkentin, A. ......... ccc ce eeees Newton, Kansas 
Wedel, Halstead, Kansas 
Wedel, Newton, Kansas 
WHEEL, tin shod Ghcsaas'e Bae ee Moundridge, Kansas 
Wiebe, Jacob Beatrice, Nebraska 
*Have no regular charges. 
**Do not belong to Conference but support it. 


Kroker, P. K. 
Lichti, John 
*Linscheid, G. A. 
*Lorenz, J. W. 
Miller, Herbert 


PACIFIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


Augsburger, Wm. 1114 Santiam Road, Albany, Oreg. 
Baumgartner, S. S. .... 3425 S. E. Grant St. 
Portland, Oreg. 
*Dirks, H. B. 2404 Glover Pl., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Eitzen, D, D, 3023S. Hoover St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Salem, Oregon 
Pratum, Oregon 
Shafter, Calif. 
Odessa, Wash. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Hege, C. Paso Robles, Calif. 
*Hess, D. B. ....1074 E. Arrow Hy., Upland, Calif. 
Hostetler, Lester 280 N. Campus Ave. Upland, Calif. 
Jantzen, Albert) Ui: 246.5095 <ces wets cccless ecw’ China 
Jantzen, Aaron 
Jantzen, F. F. 
King, W. Harley 
*Krehbiel, H. J. 
Langenwalter, J. H. 
Lehman, M. M. 


Frey, Gustav 
*Galle, Menno J. 
*Gerig, Dan 


Paso Robles, Calif. 
Colfax, Wash. 
Reedley, Calif. 
. Reedley, Calif. (Box 295) 
Dbtepna eed se arate a aia Monroe, Wash. 
*Lichty, J. K. Sanger, Calif. 
*Mehl, J. C. Upland, Calif. 
Miller, Edmund, 1113 N. E. Webster, Portland, Ore. 
*Ratslaff, D. F. Reedley, Calif. 
*Regier, J. W. .................. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Regier, Wilbert 8506 87th St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
*Roth, John Salem, Oreg. 
Schultz, David A. .............. Paso Robles, Calif. 
*Toews, Edgar Aberdeen, Idaho 
Unruh, P. D. . Newport, Wash. 
Escondido, Calif. 
Upland, Calif. 
~Waltner, John Odessa, Wash 
*Wedel, Frank 2035 E. 78th St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Wedel, Phillip A. Aberdeen, Idaho 
Widmer, Herbert E. .... 318 Mill St., Dallas, Oreg. 
*Wiebe, Alfred Upland, Calif. 
Those marked * have no regular charge. 


CANADIAN CONFERENCE 


IN ONTARIO 


Waterloo 

New Hamburg 
Windsor 

Arner 
Leamington 
Vineland 
Leamington 

. Jordan Harbor 


Braun, Jacob 
Dick, Isaak J. 
Dick, Johann, J. 
Driedger, J. N. 
*Driedger, N. N. 
Epp, Abram H. 
Epp, Jakob J. 
Fransen, Nikolai, 
Harder, Abram H. Beamsville 
Janzen, Jakob D. Wheatley 
Janzen, Jacob H. ....,....... 164 Erb St., Waterloo 
*Koop, Dietrich H. Vineland 
Kroeker, Peter P. Niagara on the Lake 
Lepp, Hermann P. Shean gate Reesor 
Litke, Joh. D. Toronto 
Neufeld, Corn. G. Campden 
Penner, Corn. C. ..... Reesor 
Penner, Jacob Pain Court 
Rempel, Abr. G. Wheatley 
Schellenberg, W. J. 
Schmidt, Nik. H. 
Tiessen, C. H. 
Wichert, Joh. J. 

IN MANITOBA 
Abrahams, David 
Adrian, Joh. D. 
Bergen, Abram 
Born, Heinrich 
Born, Peter J. 


Blytheswood 
Leamington 
Vineland 


‘Hildebrand, Heinrich 


Whitewater 

. Niverville 
Plum Coulee 
Gretna 


Born, Jacob P. 
Braun, Joh. J. 
Bueckert, Abram 
*Bueckert, Joh. P. 
Buhr, W. S. Winkler 
Dirks, Peter H. Niverville 
Driedger JOR. Aw. vccciesas ieweetaces cus Headingley 
*Enns, Franz F. Whitewater 
Enns, Heinr. G. Reinland 
Enns, Joh. Be. . 0. c..< cc 271 Edison Ave., Winnipeg 
Enns, Joh. J. Gruenthal 
*Enns, Peter H. St. Elizabeth 
Enns, Wilh. H. ........................ Springstein 
Epp, Heinrich M. Lena 
Epp, Joh. 

*Ewert, Benjamin .... 286 River Avenue, Winnipeg 
BRE SURI hs aes Gate eats eae ewese Chortitz 
Wrivsen, Heinrssd. ..6s6.cspsvies<cesuss St. Elizabeth 
Friesen, Joh. C. Glenlea 
Heinrichs, Joh. Lowe Farm 
Heinrichs, Peter J. ...............05- St. Elizabeth 
Heinrichs, Joh. P. Plum Coulee 
Heinrichs, Wilh. P. Barkfield 
Winkler 
Hoeppner, Jac. N. 
Hooge, Joh. J. 
Isaak, Abram J. 
Janzen, 

Janzen, 

Janzen, 

Kehler, 

Klassen, David D. 
Klaassen, David D. 
Klassen, Jacob H. 
Klassen, Jacob J. 
Klassen, Jacob J. 
*Klassen, Joh. P. 
Krahn, Cornel. B. 
Loeppky, Joh. D. 
Loewen, David H. 
Loewen, Jacob J. 
Martens, Jacob J. 
Neufeld, Abram G. 
Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Olfert, Heinr. J. 
Pankratz, Jacob 
Pauls, Jacob Runtae waco : 
Penner, Peter C. .............. 
Peters, Corn. G. 

Peters, Wilh. J. 

Peettiker,; JOHANN .565.5.c5 cd cewecccies 
Reimer, Peter J. 

Rempel, Peter A. 

Rogalsky, Joh. J. 

Sawatzky, Franz F. .................. 
Schroeder, V. J. 
Schulz, Jacob J. 
*Schulz, David 
Schulz, Peter 
Siemens, Jacob J. 
Teichroeb, Abram A. 
Toews, Jacob J. 
Warkentin, Abram Dominion City 
Warkentin; Bi An oo sc ne ecdcscude san St. Elizabeth 


Plum Coulee 
Rivers 
Winnipegosis 
North Kildonan 
Whitewater 
Altona 
Homewood 
Rosenfeld 

Spa wwen ale tsa kx Rate a ease Gretna 
- Niverville 

abe bo 9 5, el bikie ale hin wp ogre 8 CR 

. 392 Alexander Ave., Winnipeg 
ESTE Se ALAS ea ier ey = Reinland 


Boissevain 
Whitewater 
Manitou 

McCreary 

Glenlea 

ocr nica Morden 
-+++...-Oak Lake 
Niverville 
Chortitz 

. Arnaud 


Plum Coulee 
Winnipeg 
507 Elgin Ave., Winnipeg 
Altona 
Oak Lake 
Winkler 
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Warkentin, Isaak 
Wiebe, Jacob H. 
* Elders 
IN SASKATCHEWAN 


Balzer, Joh. H. 

Bartel, Edwin S. 

*Bartel, Heinr. H. 

Berg, Jacob J. H. 

Bergen, Abram H. ..........-eseeeeeees Blumenhof 
Block, Abram J. Waldheim 
Boschman, Corn. C. Petaigan 
Bueckert, D. Tugaske 
Bueckert, Franz F. ...........-seeeeees Sonningdale 
Derksen, Is. A. Lost River 
Doerksen, Jacob Herbert 
Dueck, Johann Rosthern 
Dyck, David J. Carrot River 
Dyck, Gerh. Is. Hague 
Dyck, H. A. Waldheim 
Hs. (CORNEW ER. vince ccvccnssvesscewwias Sand Beach 
NES NMRCERES Usa aug < tix) vio» #09 (xiels ale wales cess Teddington 
Elias, Gerhard Loon Forks 
Epp, Isaak Barnes Crossing 
po 2c SG a NPR RISC ere er vat ea Sand Beach 
Epp, David 
Epp, Franz 
*Epp, Gerh. G. 
Federau, 
Friesen, 
Friesen, 
Friesen, 
Friesen, : 
Friesen, * 
Friesen, Peter B. ..........cccccccccvee Loon Forks 
Friesen, Richard C. ............eseee- Carrot River 
Funk, Joh. 

Gerbrandt, Jacob 

Janzen, Jacob H. 

SHMZOR, DOM Els, s.c5accesiccecetnseeany eh wae Hague 
Klassen, Heinr. T. Laird 
Klassen, Heinrich Rabbit Lake 
Klassen, Jacob Laird 
*Klassen, Joh. J. 

Klassen, Peter J. 

Koop, Peter 

Kroeger, Abr. A. 

Heroeger; (AGPAMCT. hance cies sigs cocoa eile Dundurn 
*Loewen, Daniel J. .............0000-- Rabbit Lake 
Martens, Abram Glenbush 
Matthies, Corn. C. .......2cccecceneces Rabbit Lake 
Neudorf, Heinr. Aberdeen 
Nickel, Jacob J. Langham 
Nickel, Joh. F. Beaver Flat 
*Nickel, Joh. J. Main Centre 
Pauls, Arthur, Capasin 
Peters, Jacob J. 
Peters, Joh. B. 
Plenert, Peter H. 
Quiring, Jacob 
*Regier, 

Rempel, 

Rempel, 

Rempel, 
Sawatzky, 
Siebert, Joh. 
Thiessen, Is. H. 


Rosthern 

Hague 
Rosthern 
Rosthern 


EEE Pers t- .-.. Rabbit Lake 


.*Nickel, Jacob D. 


.. 337 Fifth Ave. N., Saskatoon 
Fitzmaurice 


Thiessen, Jacob J. 
Thiessen, M. 
*Toews, David Rosthern 
Toews, Johann Mayfair 
Vogt, Peter ..........065 bu ha Cae gs no wal gates Ratner 
Warkentin, Abr. Bournemouth 
Warkentin, Corn. J. Herschel 
Warkentin, Peter A. ......cceeeeeeee AER: Superb 
Wiens, Is. H. Herbert 
Wiens, Gerh. B. Herschel 
*Wiens, Jacob B. Herschel 
Wiens, WR. Ds. <ccic as csccsas's ca sasemuwais Dundurn 
Zacharias, Gerh. Clavet 
Zacharias, J. L. 
* Elders 


Tofield 
Coaldale 


Boese, David 
Dueck, Franz W. 
Dyck, Peter P. 
Dyck, Peter W. 
Enns, Abram 
Epp, Abram C. 
Epp, Peter P. 
Friesen, Jacob 
Friesen, Peter A. 
*Harder, Corn. D. 
Heidebrecht, David 
Janzen, Dan. 
*Janzen, David P. 
Janzen, Franz 
Janzen, Heinrich 
Janzen, Klaas 
Klassen, Jac. A. 
Loewen, Johann 
*Martens, Wilh. G. 
Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 

Neufeld, 


Coaldale 


Beaverlodge 
Coaldale 
Rosemary 
Tofield 
Gem 
Springridge 
Wembley 
Rosemary 
Namaka 
Rosemary 
Rosemary 
Grantham 
Didsbury 
Didsbury 
Duches 


Beaverlodge 
Lymburn 
Pauls, Wilhelm Didsbury 
Penner, Joh. P. Rosemary 
Paetkau, Abram Gem 
Poettker, Johann J. .........eeseeeeeee Springridge 
Sawatzky, Joh. J. Carstairs 
Schellenberg, Peter Coaldale 
Tjahrt, Heinrich Castor 
Vogt, Johann Coaldale 
Warkentin, Abram J. ..... cece cece eee e ee eee Provost 
* Elders 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
*Bahnman, N. W. 
Baerg, Jacob County Line 
Braun, Johann Yarrow 
Duerksen, David J. .... 1961 East Ave., Vancouver 
Epp, Peter P. Mount Lehman 
Friesen, B. B. 
Goertz, Johann 
Hausknecht, David 
Heinrichs, Jacob 
Janzen, Aron 
Loewen, Gerhard 
Thiessen, Jacob J... 
Wiebe, J. A. 
Wiens, Jac. B. .. 
* Elders 


.. 6460 St. George St., Vancouver 
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THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


WESTERN DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


OMIM Ud ooNe 


. Bethel 


CHURCHES 


. Alexanderwhol 


Arlinton 
Bergtal., 
Bergtal. Corn, Okla. 
Bethany. Kingman 
College 
Bethel. Hydro 
Bethel, Perryton 
Brudertal 


. Buhler 
- Burrton 


. Deer 
. Ebenezer, 


Creek 
Gotebo 


. Ebenfeld. Montezuma 


. Eden. 


. Emmanuel, 


Moundridge 
Eden, Inola ... Fok" 
Einsiedel, Hanston’ 
Snail 


. Emmaus 


‘22. First, 
. First, 


. First praetee ts ars 
Friedensfeld, Turpin 


oe a 


PSSRASRES 


. Lorraine “Ave., 


Chr ‘istian .. 
Garden 
Geary 


First 
First, 


Hutchinson 
Newton 
Ransom 


First, 
First, 


Friedenstal, 
Gnadenberg 
Goessel 


Tampa 


Hebron 


. Herold Bessie 
. Hillsboro 
. Hoffnungsau 


Hoffnungsfeld 
Inman 
Johannestal 
Kidron, Taloga 
Lehigh 


Mennoville 


43. Medford 


. Pretty 
. Saron, 


50. Sichar, 
. Swiss. 


New Friedensberg 
New Hopedale 
Pleasant Valley, 
Prairie 
Orienta 
Beatrice 
Cordell 
Whitewater 


Second, 


Tabor 
Wehrlose. 
West Zion 


Beatrice 


.. Zion, Elbing 


. Zoar, 


Zion, Kingman 


Goltry 


. Cor. 


‘) Alfred Miller 
a Henry be Hinz, Corn, "Okla. is, 


Pawnee Rock 


.. Edward E. Hirschler, 
.. E. P.. Wedel, 
. Carl J. Claassen 
Herb. R. Kaufman, Mdge, Kans. _ 


Halstead . Ls Harry 


‘Wichita 


Kismet 


S..S. SUPTS. & ADDRESSES 


Voth Jr., Newton, Kans. 


Ernest Suderman, Hillsboro 


.. Herbert W. Buller 
». J. B. Enns 
. William Moyer 


H. H. Wedel 


Willie Voth 
Hanston 


Galva, Kans. 


Otto Krehbiel, Geary, Okla. .. 
Dester, Halstead, Kans. 


) Ted E. Klassen 
.. Elmer Ummel, 

.. Arnold Janzen 
. Frank Schmidt 


Ransom ...i..... 


Carl Nickel 


oe +o oI a a 
. John Nightingale 


H. B. Gerbrand 
Menno Fleming 


‘. Herbert Wiebe, Hillsboro, Kans. 
. Peter C. Stucky 


Henry Friesen . 

Albert Plenert, Hillsboro, ‘Kans. 

Francis Koehn 

E. G. Warkentin, Lehigh, Kans. 

Oswin K. Galle 

Pete Neufeld, Medford, Okla .. 

A. L. Boese 

Albert J. Nnruh 

ie! SPOR OY io sik oxi cu paeast e's 
J. Flickinger 


’ Alfador ‘Frey 
. John von Riesen, Beatrice Nebr. 


W. Dirks, Moundridge, Kans. 
Louise A. Janzen 
JOH Ce VOCE GS oss ain So cictawis cvvie 
Sam Pjesky 


{*) 1936 figures—No report this year 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
i 


Members 


Ss. S. 
Officers 


Be Ke Senior C. E. 
8s Bs 38 RR = Member's 
& Members 


junior C. 


* 
s 
Be HO ge s. S. 
ES Bees Members 
_ 
Ww 


a8 GSS 


Sess 
oo 


phe bps 
3 Om COU Ss oT & 


gh 


*75 
52 


55 
200 
61 
60 
50 


70 
19 
45 


SEWING SOC. 


Foreign 
oO Missions 
Missions 
Other 
Purposes 


HoH MH mH eo Choirs 


HH HRN He to 


(**) 1935 figures—No report since then 
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THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF MENNONITES IN CANADA 
FOR THE YEAR, 1937 I 
* Ine. 


Man. Sask. Alb. B.C. Total - Dec. 


Erictividuals CSOGIE) 6 aos ich cc ca ede wiv nce 9447 1681 600 21383 *423 
CUMVCI TS MECINUCES Jo orcs asics «is Ss ma ooecakcs . 4798 779 300 11257 *197 
Number of Families 1841 328 150 4305 *235 
Number of Ministers -2 
Number of Bishops -2 
Number of Congregations 24 : *8 
Number of Churches #9 
Places of Worship 

In the Country Actes BO PAE Lee 

In Towns and Cities’ 
Number baptized, 1937 
Number otherwise seca 
Total Increase, 1937 ......... 
Members died in 1937 
Members otherwise decreased 
Total decreased, 1937 
Number of Marriages, 
Number of Children born, 1937 
Number of Children died. lsu. 
Number of Sunday Schools 
Number of Young People’s Societies .... 
Number of Sewing Societies swank 
Number of Bible Schools ................ 2 5 5 15 
Financial Contributions ... $7229 $11199 $11266 $5255 $34949 

Benjamin Ewert, ‘Statistician, 286 River Avenue, Winnipeg, Man., Canada. 


ee 
STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE TWELVE DIFFERENT BRANCHES OF MENNONITES IN 
WESTERN CANADA—MAN., SASK., ALB., B. C., JANUARY 





Bishops 


General Conference 

Mennonite Brethren . 

Defenceless Mennonite Brethren in Christ — 
Mennonite Brethren in Soc ig scr Peiatintatte as 
Krimer Mennonite Brethren ..... ee URN FOr RE 
Church of God in Christ .... 

Kleine Gemeinde (2 in Manitoba) - 

Sommerfelder Church - 

Rudnerweide Church 

Old Colony Church 

Old Mennonites from Ontario 

Amish Mennonites from Ontario 

Totals in Western Canada 
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Some of the above figures are approximates. 
Benjamin Ewert, Statistican, 286 River Avenue, Winnipeg, Canada. 


| 
MIDDLE DISTRICT WOMEN’S WORK | 


AND CONTRIBUTIONS 


Average 
Attendance 
Missions 
Local 
Missions 
Pension 
Ave. per 


Women's Mission Society, Summerffela, Tl. 

Menn. Missionary Sewing Soc., Berne, Ind. 

Missionary Society, Nappanee, Ind. 

Mennonite Mission Society, Donnellson, Iowa 

Ladies Mission Society, Noble, Iowa 

Doreas and Pulaski Society, Pulaski, Iowa 

Doreas Society, Wayland, Iowa 

. Mission Society, Chicago, Ill. 

Bethel Missionary Society, Fortuna, Mo. 

. Women's Missionary Aid Soc., Bluffton, Ohio 

. Missionary Soc. of First Ch., Bluffton, Ohio 

. Missionary Sewing Society, Dalton, Ohio 

. Mennonite Missionary Society, Lima, Ohio 

. Women's Missionary Society, Pandora, Ohio 30 

. Ladies Aid Society, Pandora, Ohio 25 

. First Menn. Missionary Soc., Sugar Creek, Ohio 25| 15 

. Missionary Society, Trenton, Ohio 25| 18 

. Women's Missionary Society, Wadsworth, Ohio 25} 14) 
TOTALS |1162|421 
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THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


Recent Mennonite Books 


History of the Mennonite General Conference 
VOLUME 1 
by Rev. H. P. Krehbiel 


A new complete, up-to-date History of the Mennonite General Conference 
covering the years 1896 to 1938, written by the same author who so ably wrote 
volume I of this history. 


The work is made up of reports of all the Conferences held during those 
forty-one years. As a source of information concerning the activities and re- 
markable growth of the General Conference, this volume is unsurpassed. it 
should be in the library of every lover of the Conference. 


The book, printed in clear type, on fine paper, contains numerous illustrations, 
statistical tables, etc. 682 pages, bound in beautiful red fabrikoid, gold stamped 
title. 

Price $3.50 postpaid. 


WAR PEACE AMITY 


by Rev. H. P. Krehbiel 


Of books that treat of the curse of war, the need of its abolition and of the 
need of peace and ways to obtain it, there is no end. But many of us have been 
looking for a treatise that would go to the root of this war-peace problem and 
show that the peace to be aspired to cannot be man-made peace but a peace such 
as God intended as the only cure for man’s ills. Such a book is available in this 
350 page volume, most interestingly written. 


Price, single copies $2.00. In lots of a dozen or more considerably less. 


A splendid book for use by peace societies, C. E. groups, and evening study 
groups generally. 


Who's Who Among The Mennonites 


Edited by Dr. A. Warkentin 


In this book of over 200 pages the author has made a splendid beginning of 
compiling the biographies of leading Mennonites of America, five hundred of 
them. In addition it contains lists of Mennonite institutions with illustrations. It 
ought to be in every church library and in the library of every progressive Mennon- 
ite. You must see it to appreciate it. 


Price $1.50 postpaid 





ENGLISH CATECHISM 


Or Brief Lessons from the Scriptures in Question and Answer as Taught by 
Mennonites 


Revised in 1937 by Dr. S. K. Mosiman, with suggestions by other Brethren. 


This is the Senior English Catechism prepared by the General Conference 
Board of Education. It is a beautiful 64 page booklet, bound in Spanish Fabrikoid. 
Size 43g x 6%. A much more complete book than the old one. 

Price—Single copies, 40 cents, postpaid; twelve or more copies, $4.25 per dozen, 
postpaid. 

NEW INTERLEAVED EDITION for Ministers, every other leaf blank, handy 
for notes. 60 cents post paid. 


GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


As Held by Mennonites 
(A JUNIOR CATECHISM) 
by Rev. A. S. Rosenberger 


This book which has been carefully examined by several leading ministers of 
the General Conference of the Mennonite Church of North America, fills a long- 
felt need for a simple statement of the teachings emphasized by Mennonites. It 
is intended chiefly for use in preparing young people for baptism, but will be of 
great help in explaining the doctrinal position of our denomination to any who 
are as yet unfamiliar with Mennonite teachings . 


A complete set of Bible references and appropriate questions add greatly to 
the value of the book. 


Bound in beautiful fabrikoid. Size 4% x 6%. 


Price—Single copies, 40 cents, postpaid; twelve or more copies, $4.25 per 


dozen, postpaid. 


MENNO SIMMONS 


APOSTLE OF THE NON-RESISTANT LIFE 
by Dr. C. Henry Smith 


To commemorate the 400th Anniversary of his conversion from Roman 
Catholicism, Dr. Smith has written what is probably the most readable biography 
of Menno Simons ever published. A small book that should find a permanent place 
in every Mennonite home in America. Printed on good quality book paper. 80 pages, 
two illustrations. 


Paper—30 cents per copy, $3.00 per dozen, postpaid. 
Blue Sateen Fabrikoid—50 cents per copy, $4.75 per dozen, postpaid. 





THE MENNONITE YEAR BOOK, 1939 


Menno Simons Life and Writings 
A Quadiricenntenial Tribute 


In two parts: A BIOGRAPHY by Harold S. Bender; WRITINGS, selected and 
translated from the Dutch by John Horsch. 


That the 400th anniversary of the commemoration of Menno Simons conver- 
sion revive our appreciation of the service which he rendered to the cause of 
Evangelical Christianity and the Cause of the Mennonite Church in particular, it 
has been deemed desirable that a comprehensive account of his life and work be 
made widely available. This little book of 112 pages, size 5% x 7%, is to supply this 
need. 


Paper—35 cents per copy, $3.50 per dozen postpaid. 
Attractive Cloth—60 cents per copy, $6.00 per dozen postpaid. 


Mennonites in History 


By Dr. C. Henry Smith 


A very interestingly written, neatly bound booklet of 41 pages. Every Men- 
nonite should read and know the contents of this little treatise. It would give him 
greater respect for the doctrines which the Church holds dear. 


Price—35 cents 


Watch Your Controls 


by Dr. J. H. Langenwalter 


An excellent book containing five messages, each in answer to questions rais- 
ed in the same field of human experience, the field of youth. 


The book is dedicated to those who really believe that God is interested in the 
youth of our day and who are willing to learn what to do in order that youth may 
be encouraged and challenged to undertake what He may have in mind for them. 
This book should be in every Mennonite home, that old and young may profit from 
it. 

Price, 75 cents postpaid 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE 


“New Testament Peace Teachings Outside the Gospels” 
BY REV. ERNEST BOHN 


Another one of a Series of Peace Pamphlets issued by the Peace Committee 
of the General Conference of the Mennonite Church of North America.—This book 
covers the subject of Peace as taught in the New Testament, except the four 
Gospels. Another booklet on the subjct as taught in the four Gospels is to be 
published. 


Price, 20 cents postpaid 


CHRISTIAN PEACE 


“Four Hundred Years of Mennonite Principles and Practice” 
by Dr. C. Henry Smith 


This booklet belongs to the same Series as the one just mentioned. It is 
by our noted Mennonite Historian, C. Henry Smith who shows how from the very 
beginning the Anabaptists were lovers of peace and includes many stories showing 
how the Mennonites held to their principles from the 16th century to the present 
day. Contains 32 pages, printed on a good grade of paper, large clear type. 


Price—25 cents postpaid 


ATTENTION PLEASE 


Kindly order all books needed for your families, your church and Sunday 
School libraries, your Sunday School literature, church records and all other needs 
from the 


The Mennonite Book Concern, Berne, Indiana 


You can thus save money, particularly on your Bibles, and you will aid the-Conference 
work of publication. 
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What a Beautiful Bible! =o ’ 
“How can you sell it for $2.00 


HAT is what everyone says when they 

see this new OXFORD BASKET 
WEAVE BIBLE. No illustration could ade- 

; quately picture the beauty of its warm-toned 
DARK BROWN cover, with the unusually 
attractive basket-weave grain. You, too, will 


be surprised that so beautiful a Bible can be 


sold for such a low Price. 


The Basket Weave Cover 


The cover is a triumph of the book binders’ 
art. Unique in appearance, it offers a volume 
which it is a delight to own no matter how 
many other Bibles you may have. Not only is 
the binding beautiful, but it is durable as 
well. It is made of the finest quality DuPont 
Fabrikoid. The cover is overlapping, protect- 
ing the rounded brown edges. 


Interesting Helps 
Contains interesting and invaluable “Aids to 
Bible Study,” and 4000 questions and an- 
swers relating to the entire Bible. 


Colored Pictures and 
Presentation Page 
Has eight full-page beautifully colored pic- 
tures by the famous illustrator Arthur Twidle 
and the new Historical Presentation Page 


printed in two colors. Also contains six col- 


ored maps of Bible lands. 


Bold Type 
The bold, black-faced type (see specimen be- 


low) makes this Bible a pleasure to read. 
Although printed with such easily read type, 
the volume measures only 6% x 4% x 1 
inch. Packed in an attractive brown gift box. 


Specimen of Type 





® ee 
17 And there was a very sore battle 
The best way to inspire a child with a love that day; and Abner was beaten, 
for the. Bible is to give him one of a quality and the men of Israel, before 
that will insure his admiration. This is such = 
a Bible. A BEAUTIFUL GIFT BIBLE 
FOR A CHILD OR AN ADULT 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY Ask for No.0355 


| 
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5541—355-2-36 





OUR PERIODICALS 


(Unsere Zeitschriften) 


THE MENNONITE 


Published fifty times a year. It brings news from our conferences and mission fields, 
religious news from Mennonite communities, timely articles on spiritual subjects, world 
situations, education, publication, relief, peace, etc. It contains weekly discussions of the 
Sunday School lessons, sermon sketches, a Young People’s Department edited by a com- 
mittee of young people. THE MENNONITE should be in every English speaking home 
of our denomination. Samples gladly sent. 


Address all contribution for the paper: THE MENNONITE, North Newton, Kansas 
Single Subscriptions, $1.50 per year. To Foreign Countries, $2.00 


CHRISTLICHER BUNDESBOTE 


Erscheint fuenfzigmal jaehrlich im Interesse der Mennoniten; bringt Erbauliches, 
Belehrendes und Gemeinnuetziges aus dem Gemeinschaftskreis, der Mission und dem Ge- 
blete des Reiches Gottes ueberhaupt in reicher Manigfaltigkeit. Preis vorausbezahlt: Amer- 
ica $1.50, Ausland $2.00 das Jahr. Freie Proben gerne gesandt. 


Adresse fuer alle Zuschriften: Bundesbote, Newton, Kansas 


JUNIOR MESSENGER 


An elght-page Christian Journal for children and youth, intended for use in con- 
nection with the Sunday School and in the family. It is a bi-weekly, now published the 
Lins — —— of each month, but may be made a weekly if there is a general demand 
or the change. 


A great many churches order it in quantities for distribution in Sunday School. All 
should have it for its genuinely Christian influence. 


Subscription price: 1 copy per year, 45 cents; 10 or more copies to one address, 35 cents 


DER KINDERBOTE 


From now on the German part of ‘‘Kinderbote and Junior Messenger,”’ or its substi- 
tute, is to be published separately for the German using churches. But publication of this 
journal is considerably retarded, which is unfortunate but from present indication cannot 


be helped. 
SONNTAGSCHUL - LEKTIONEN 


Die von uns herausgegebenen internationalen ‘‘Sonntagschul-Lektionen”’ erscheinen vier- 
teljaehrlich in Form eines eee en Pamphlets. Es wird keine Muehe gespart, die Lektion- 
en in jeder Beziehung den Beduerfnissen der Sonntagschulen entsprechend einzurichten. Der 
Text der Lektion erscheint in englischer Sprache neben dem deutschen. 


LEKTIONSHEFTE: 1 Exemplar, per Jahr, 20 Cents; 5 oder mehr Exemplare, 16 cents. 
LEKTIONSBLAETTER: 5 oder mehr Exemplare, 12 Cents 


CHRISTIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTERLY 


This publication for Senior-Adult Sunday School Classes, has now been in use two 
years. And with praises to God we can report it has been received so favorably that more 
than 13,000 copies of the book and 1000 lesson leaves were ordered for each quarter. 
May God continue to bless the editors in their task and the Sunday Schools in the use 
of the book. 


Price: Single copies, 10 cents per quarter, 35 cents per year. 
Five or more copies to same address, 6 cents per quarter, 24 cents per year. 


CHRISTIAN INTERMEDIATE SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTERLY 


An illustrated, meee publication, the second one in our series of Sunday School 
Lesson Books, intended for use by intermediate grades of the Sunday School. It will be 
ready for use the second quarter of 1939. Every effort will be made to adapt the lessons 
to the spiritual needs of the lively group of youth this book is to serve. 


The price will be the same as that for the Adult quarterly. 
THE “YEAR BOOK” and “BUNDESBOTE KALENDER” 


Our annuals, are mostly given away as premiums to subscribers who pay their sub- 
scriptions to our weekly church papers a year or more in advance. They are fifty-page 
books, with some illustrations, and are full of interesting reading material about doings in 
our conference, its boards, organizations, institutions, workers, ending with a list of 
ministers and statistics. 


MENNONITE BOOK CONCERN, Berne, Indiana 





